
 

Join Us on These Dates: 
OLRA Annual General Meeting (AGM) - Tues. May 12, 2026 at 7pm 
Join your lake neighbours via Zoom from 7pm - 9pm for our AGM including guest speakers 
Mayor Ann MacDiarmid, Councillors Ken Adams and Mario Buszynski, plus updates on OLRAõs ini-
tiatives (i.e. lake water testing, golf tournament, summer book club, etc.). Voting on new board 
members and OLRA initiatives will also take place. More info to come in future emailsé 

 

2026 OLRA Family BBQ  - Sat. August 8, Noon - 3 pm  
at the Foley Community Centre (rain or shine) 
Come on out to play games (free for all ages), socialize with neighbours and enjoy a tasty BBQ 
meal.  Win prizes too!! Meal tickets on sale starting in May. (See poster on pg. 16) Everyone 
is welcome - bring your neighbours, family and guests! Fun loving volunteers are welcomed. 
                     

Read on about the Book Club, Golf Tournament, Photo Contest and 
lots more...     

2025 Photo Contest Entry ñ Fun on the Dock  
by: Laurie MacDonald   

Otter Lake News 
Spring 2026 
info@olra.ca 
www.olra.ca 
OLRAOtter Lake on fb 

http://www.olra.ca
https://www.facebook.com/otter.lake.35/
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Electing Our Executive  

Our Board welcomes new members and new ideas for 
improving life at awesome Otter Lake and Little Otter 
Lake. 

Could that be you?  

If you are interested in joining the team, please let a 
nominating committee member know (below) or email 
info@olra.ca  Weôd love to get to know you and how 
youôd like to contribute to our wonderful Otter Lake com-
munity. 

The OLRA Board can consist of up to 9 members, each 
with a three year term. A Board member whose term is 
expiring may run for re-election.  Nominations can be 
made during the year and from the floor at the AGM. 

OLRA Nominating Committee Members 

Kerry Mueller   Brad Chittick    

519-463-5454   905-601-8236      

Naama Levy-Cooperman 

416-819-6267 

Current OLRA 
Board of Directors 

 

Chair/ President/ Kerry Mueller 

Communications  

Vice President   Rob Cribbie  

Secretary Naama Levy-
 Cooperman 

Treasurer / Membership AJ Mueller 

Lake Steward  open 

Director  Richard Hood 

Director David Amy 

Director Brad Chittick 

Director David Deeks 

  

Sept. 1,
 
2026 OLRA will turn 64 and start 

its 65th year! 
 

OLRA will become a ñseniorò association in 2027, even 
older than the Federation of Ontario Cottagersô 
Associations (FOCA)  which formed in Jan 1963. An 
OLRA celebration will be in order in 2027! If you have 
ideas and energy, please reach out to info@olra.ca.  

A strong sense of place and caring for this place has kept 
OLRA going over generations. Otter Lakers come 
together to have fun, to protect our lake, to contribute to 
our community and to give us a collective voice at Seguin 
Township (Seguin) and other levels of government, as 
well as at FOCA.   

OLRA also engages with other organizations such as the 
Georgian Bay Biosphere Mnidoo Gamii (GBB) (see pg. 4) 
in which Otter Lake and Little Otter Lake lie, the Ontario 
Government, particularly through its Lake Partner 
Program for water testing (see pg. 4),  Safe Quiet Lakes 
(SQL) and the Muskoka Watershed Council.   

OLRA also hosts social events and informs residents 
about local activities and how to weigh in on key issues. 

Check out olra.ca for its Aims and Objectives and the 10 
benefits of supporting OLRA (pg. 13) as we all strive to 
preserve and protect our lake and its biodiversity as the 
shared, freshwater jewel it is today. Our fresh water is the 
envy of the world!!! 

The Board typically meets 4-6 times a year: in February, 
on the day of the Annual General Meeting (AGM) in May,  
and a few times in the summer and in the fall.    

New Board members are elected at the AGM. Current 
OLRA members may become board members and may 
vote at the AGM. 

OLRAôs 2026 AGM will be on Tuesday May 12th, 2026 
from 7ï 9 pm via Zoom. (See the front cover).  See you 
then! 
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https://olra.ca/category/our-board/
https://olra.ca/our-association/
https://foca.on.ca/
https://foca.on.ca/
https://foca.on.ca/about/#our-history
https://www.seguin.ca/en/index.aspx
https://www.seguin.ca/en/index.aspx
https://www.gbbr.ca/
https://foca.on.ca/lake-partner-program-overview/
https://safequiet.ca/
https://www.muskokawatershed.org/
olra.ca
https://olra.ca/our-association/
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From The Chair / President  
By: Kerry Mueller 
 

April showers are quickly defeating stubborn snow 
banks and causing ice to recede from shores. 
Seasonal cottagers and the loons will joyfully 
return to the Otter and Little Otter Lakes soon.     

It has been a tumultuous start to 2026 nationally and 
internationally making opportunities to recharge in 
nature more special and necessary. Letôs take those 
opportunities to decompress when we can.  

Your OLRA board has been busy planning several fun 
and educational events. Our Lake Stewardship 
initiatives with the Lake Partner Program (LPP) and 
Benthos (Bugs in the mud) Monitoring will run 
again. A new Get the Lead Out! initiative is starting to 
get the toxin lead out of tackle boxes. Investigation into 
the relationship between chloride (Cl) pollution and 
lake benthos populations is continuing. (pg. 4 & 5). 

Hydro One is proposing a new Sudbury Barrie line 
which may cross Little Otter Lake and Otter Lake with 
more transmission lines. (pgs. 7 - 9) 

The Golf Tournament (pg. 10 & 11), Photo Contest 
(pg. 11), Book Club (pg. 15) and Family BBQ (pg.  3 
& 16) will at run again. So there are lots of fun events 
to mark on your calendars! Many thanks go to the 
volunteers who organized all of the above!!! Without 
you they would not happen. And thanks to all those 
who come out and participated in the fun! 

We also thank Mayor MacDiarmid and Councillors 
Ken Adams and Mario Buszynski for their updates 
(pgs. 6 & 7) and for speaking at our AGM on May 12.   

On April 20th Seguin Council will vote on the 2026 
taxation by-law. Written comments may be submitted 
until 4:00 p.m. on April 17, 2026, to Michele C. Fraser.   

The MZO development Master Plan is expected soon. 
The MZOôs aim is to develop attainable housing.  

On May 19th, 2026 a Public Meeting will allow for in-
person or virtual public participation to speak to the 
updated Seguin Official Plan. It will be available on 
Letôs Connect Seguin in advance of the meeting .     

West Parry Sound Run, Walk, Pole 2026 event is 
on. Having had emergency lifesaving surgery there last 
summer, I am deeply grateful for our hospitalôs 
dedicated staff and services. $1.9 mil has been raised 
towards a $2.5 mil goal to upgrade surgical facilities. 

This is a municipal election year. Cottage owners 
make up the majority of Seguinôs property owners so 
our votes matter. Learn how to check your voter 
registration and how to register to run too. 

Lastly, April 19 - 26 is Earth Week. Seguin and Parry 
Sound have fun events planned.   

Many thanks go to all who have contributed articles, 
creative writing, ads, ideas and proofreading to this 
newsletter!   

  

From the Chair / President contôd 
 
These newsletters are always a team effort .  We hope you 
enjoy this edition. Do drop us a note to info@olra.ca with 
questions / comments / photos.   

You can also reach me at  kerryemueller@gmail.com / 
519-463-5454.  
 

Thanks very much for your support!  Have a wonderful 
time at the lake! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2026 OLRA Family BBQ - Fun for All! 

By: Rob Cribbie 

 

Get ready for one of the highlights of the summer! The 
ORLA is excited to invite you to our 3rd Annual BBQ and 
Fair on August 8, 2026, from 12:00 PM to 3:00 PM at the 
Foley Community Centre. 

Bring your family, friends, and neighbours for an afternoon 
packed with fun, food, and community spirit. Enjoy a 
delicious BBQ meal featuring your choice of hamburger, 
hot dog, or veggie burger - served with all the fixings, plus 
potato salad, a cob of sweet corn, dessert, and a 
refreshing drink. 

Thereôs something for everyone! Kids can take part in 
games and competitions with prizes, while adults (and 
competitive teens!) can join our exciting cornhole 
tournament, also with prizes up for grabs. Learn about 
turtles with the Georgian Bay Biosphere staff, drop off lead 
tackle for a chance to win looney prizes and more!  

Admission is free! For meal ticket purchases see the 
poster on pg. 16.  

Whether youôre a longtime resident or new to the lake, this 
is the perfect chance to connect with the community and 
enjoy a fantastic summer day with your neighbours. 

We canôt wait to see you there!ò 

Viewing A Snapping Turtle by: Elliott Schwartz 

https://www.seguin.ca/en/news/adopt-the-estimates-strike-the-tax-rates.aspx
https://www.seguin.ca/en/news/adopt-the-estimates-strike-the-tax-rates.aspx
https://letsconnectseguin.ca/mzo-application
https://letsconnectseguin.ca/seguin-township-official-plan-review
https://www.wpshcf.com/event/wrp2026/about
https://www.seguin.ca/en/township-services/elections.aspx
https://www.seguin.ca/en/township-services/elections.aspx
https://www.seguin.ca/en/explore-play/Earth_Week_2026.aspx
https://www.parrysound.ca/town-services/civic-beautification/earth-day/
https://www.parrysound.ca/town-services/civic-beautification/earth-day/
mailto:info@olra.ca
https://www.seguin.ca/modules/facilities/Detail.aspx?CategoryIds=&FacilityTypeIds=&Keywords=&Page=2&CloseMap=false&Scroll=true&id=7ecf8960-b8e7-40bc-8aa8-ea320def46ff
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Loon Update - Letôs Get The Lead Out   

By: Kerry Mueller 
 

Sadly, lead from fishing tackle is by far the #1 killer of 

Loons. Just one ingested sinker can cause their death.    

Lead is a toxin that does irreparable harm to humans too, 
especially children, so it has been legislated out of our gas, 
paint, pipes and more. Yet, we still handle this toxin in our 
tackle boxes.  
 
According to FishLeadFree.ca, an Ontario organization, 
over 40 dump truck loads of the lead enters our lakes and  
rivers annually from lost fishing tackle. 
 

Lead fishing tackle is dangerous because it: 

¶ kills our wildlife, from loons and eagles to game 
fish, water fowl, otters, and turtles 

¶ pollutes our water 

¶ accumulates in our bodies and in wildlife where 
it can cause developmental and cognitive 
impairment as well as a painful, slow death.  

 

Lead fishing sinkers and jigs are banned in Canadaôs 

national parks and wildlife areas. Other jurisdictions also 

ban lead tackle such as the UK, Denmark, and several US 

States and US national parks.  

However, in Ontario, manufacturers are still permitted to 
sell lead sinkers, jigs, weights and other fishing tackle. This 
is despite the fact that non-toxic alternatives such as tin, 
steel, and tungsten cost not much more. Check out Parry 
Sound Canadian Tire this season for such alternatives. 
 

OLRA is joining over 40 other lake and community 

associations, government representatives and businesses 

in Ontario to ñGet The Lead Outò of our tackle boxes.  

 

When you drop off lead tackle for OLRA this 
summer (at the Otter Lake Marina, book club, 
golf event, and BBQ) you will be eligible to:  

¶ Receive a $10 coupon redeemable at Canadian Tire, 

Parry Sound on the purchase of non-lead tackle 

¶ An entry to win Looney and non-Looney prizes. A 

list of prizes will be posted on OLRA.ca  in May. 

The draw will happen at our Annual Family BBQ on 

Aug. 8, 2026 so get your tickets (see pg.16) 

¶ OLRA will dispose of the collected lead safely  

Many thanks go to the Wolfe Lake Association for kicking 

off this campaign and to the FishLeadFree initative, the 

Manitouwabing Lake Community Association for all their 

support and sharing of materials, the Parry Sound 

Canadian Tire for their support!  

Letôs Get The Lead Out - everyone wins!  

 

Lake Stewardship Report 

By: Kerry Mueller 

 

As the days warm and we look forward to the ñice outò 

date, the OLRA board has planned to take on the 

following lake stewardship projects for 2026. 

We will continue to participate in the Lake Partner 

Program (LPP) and thank Rob Cribbie for taking our 

readings again. This program tracks our trending lake 

waterôs transparency, total phosphorus, calcium, chloride 

and sulphate levels.  

The Benthos (bugs in the mud) monitoring program will 

continue giving us trending data on these macro 

invertebrates which are the base of the lake food chain. 

Sensitive benthos act as the ñcanaries in the coal mineò 

when lake conditions change. Thanks go to Seguin 

Township for including 2 sites in Otter and Little Otter 

Lakes in their monitoring program. And thanks go to the 

Georgian Bay Biosphere (GBB) staff who do the 

monitoring for all 3 of our sites.    

Results of OLRAôs lake stewardship initiatives are 

reported annually by Generations Effects and posted to 

olra.ca.  Check out the 2025 Aquatic Environment Report 

for Otter Lake and Little Otter Lake.   

OLRA also records the ñice inò and ñice out dates for 

Otter Lake and reports to the Birds Canada ñCanadian 

Lakes Loon Surveyò. 

A new initiative for 2026 was reported in the 2025 OLRA 

Fall Newsletter, measuring chloride (salt) levels more 

often during the year. Why? The data on benthic 

populations and Chloride (Cl) levels in Otter Lake (OL) vs 

Little Otter Lake (LOL) are measurably different. The 

benthos levels were lower in LOL than OL and the 

chloride (salt) levels were higher in LOL than OL..  

Why be concerned? Salt pollution in our fresh water is a 
growing problem since it harms the delicate food chain. 
Salt is very difficult, if not impossible, to remove.  

      

    éé..Contôd on pg. 17 
 

Young Loon on Otter Lake by: Mike Kitagawa 

https://fishleadfree.ca/lead-%26-its-impact
https://fishleadfree.ca/lead-%26-its-impact
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/environmental-workplace-health/reports-publications/environmental-contaminants/human-biomonitoring-resources/lead-canadians.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/environmental-workplace-health/reports-publications/environmental-contaminants/human-biomonitoring-resources/lead-canadians.html
https://fishleadfree.ca/
https://foca.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Loons-and-Lead-Fishing-Tackle-Fact-Sheet-May-18-2025.pdf
https://www.ontario.ca/page/rules-using-fishing-tackle
https://www.ontario.ca/page/rules-using-fishing-tackle
https://fishleadfree.ca/our-supporters
https://fishleadfree.ca/our-supporters
https://fishleadfree.ca/our-supporters
https://wolfelake.org/toxins-in-your-tackle-box
https://fishleadfree.ca/
https://mlca.ca/
https://www.canadiantire.ca/en/store-details/on/parry-sound-on-78.html
https://www.canadiantire.ca/en/store-details/on/parry-sound-on-78.html
https://foca.on.ca/lake-partner-program/
https://foca.on.ca/lake-partner-program/
https://www.seguin.ca/en/explore-play/environment.aspx
https://www.seguin.ca/en/explore-play/environment.aspx
https://georgianbaybiosphere.com/
https://georgianbaybiosphere.com/generations-effect/
https://olra.ca/the-2025-aquatic-environment-report-for-otter-lake-and-little-otter-lake/
https://olra.ca/the-2025-aquatic-environment-report-for-otter-lake-and-little-otter-lake/
https://www.birdscanada.org/bird-science/canadian-lakes-loon-survey
https://www.birdscanada.org/bird-science/canadian-lakes-loon-survey
https://olra.ca/newsletter-fall-2025/
https://olra.ca/newsletter-fall-2025/
https://foca.on.ca/salt-impacts/
https://foca.on.ca/salt-impacts/
https://foca.on.ca/salt-impacts/
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Seguin Township Spring 2026 Report  

By: Mayor Ann MacDiarmid 
 

Winter does not seem to want to end this year with 
record amounts of snow throughout Seguin.  With 
Mother Natureôs indecision comes lots of potholes and 
mud.    Please respect the half-load limits and be patient 
as we all await the sunny dry days of May. 

Your Council is tackling some major initiatives this year.  
You should expect to see notification for the Statutory 
Public Meeting for the Official Plan at a council meeting 
in May. This will be your chance to comment on the 
Official Plan which will be circulated on 
www.letsconnectseguin.ca in advance of the meeting. 

After many presentations at the provincial level, we can 
now report that the permits and inspections for your 
septic systems will be done by the Seguin Building 
Department, leading to one stop for all of your building 
needs.  This change should result in faster and more 
consistent service for all residents and businesses by 
early May. 

The restoration and renovation of the Rosseau 
Memorial Hall is proceeding on schedule with tendering 
for the construction expected by May. This historic 
building has played host to many of our memories from 
weddings and funerals to square dancing classes and 
childrenôs movie nights.  We are all looking forward to 
seeing this grand building become the gathering place it 
once was as the renovations move ahead. 

Key strategic initiatives that are in the works at Seguin 
include a new Master Fire Protection Plan, a Dark 
Skies Bylaw and the foundational work necessary to 
address the Waste Management Plan.  No transfer 
station closures will occur this year but Council has 
authorized the tendering of preparatory engineering 
work to allow transfer stations to be staffed with 
controlled hours.  Additionally, an in-depth review of key 
waste bylaws is underway to allow stronger enforcement 
and penalties for abuse of our transfer stations. 

The Tamarack North Centre is on budget and on time 
to open in August of this year.  It has 2 pools, a full-
sized gymnasium, walking track and fitness facilities for 
all ages and families.  As the most important build in 
West Parry Sound in over 20 years, it will be a gathering 
place for many individuals, teams and visitors.  We hope 
you will join us Saturday May 23, at the Sneak Peek 
Hard Hat Party ï tickets for this fundraising gala are on 
sale now at www.letsmakeasplash.ca. 

Seguin Family Fun Night is happening Friday June 19 
at the Rosseau Waterfront.  We look forward to seeing 
many of you at this free community event with bouncy 
castles, BBQ, treats and music. Stayed tuned to 
Seguinôs social media and website for more details. 

Importantly, 2026 is a municipal election year. Your 

participation as a potential council candidate, a well-

informed voter and an active participant in town hall 

candidate meetings is essential for the good  

 

 

 

Mayor MacDiarmidôs Report contôd 
 

Governance of Seguin.  
 

Seguin is hosting a free information session for anyone 
interested in running for Council on Thursday April 9 at 
7:00 PM. The importance of electing a collegial council 
and mayor that continue to focus on the democratic 
processes is more important than ever given the 
imposition of Strong Mayor Powers on our municipality. 
Voting will take place electronically in October.  
 

As we move into spring and summer, a reminder that 
we do depend on you to learn about issues and 
opportunities throughout Seguin.  Please feel free to 
reach out to your councillors or I at any time. During 
regular office hours: Please contact the Township office 
at 705-732-4300.  After hours, overnight, or on 
weekends: Please call the Townshipôs after hours call 
centre at 705-751-0050. Messages received are 
immediately forwarded to Township staff for assessment 
and response. 

Ann MacDiarmid    
705-346-2210  
annmacdiarmid@seguin.ca  
 

 
Ward 1 Councillor Report, Seguin Twp. 
By: Councillor Ken Adams 
 

Hello everyone, 

 
Iôm pleased to share that the 3rd annual Turkey Dinner 
held last December was once again a great success, 
with approximately 450 meals served through both sit-
down and delivered dinners.  

Our 2nd annual New Yearôs Eve fireworks display was 
also very well received, And the 41st annual Dog Sled 
Mail Run was a huge success again this year.  

On the governance and service delivery side, Council 
has approved the 2026 budget. Implementation of the 
rock crushing by-law, which I believe will provide a fair 
and balanced approach for everyone, was also 
approved recently.  

Weôre seeing important progress on housing, with Halls 
Construction well underway on the development of 187 
housing units - an essential need for this area.  

In addition, Council has approved moving forward with 
the next step to retain an engineer to support planned 
changes to the Townshipôs waste management system. 
There will be no closures to any waste sites, and the 
engineerôs report is expected to be available by the fall 
of this year.  

With respect to recreation services, the Humphrey 

Arena will be leaving the ice in as part of a pilot 

program to assess demand for year-round ice. For the 

 

 

https://www.seguin.ca/en/township-services/elections.aspx
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Ward 1 Councillor Report, Seguin Twp. 
Contôd 
 

pilot to continue, the additional three months must  
generate 50 hours of use per week; if the program does 
not meet that target, it will not return in future years.  
Finally, the Township will once again be hiring summer 
students for various seasonal positions including Water 
Quality, Museum, Parks, and Swim.  

I wish everyone a wonderful spring and summer 
season!  

Ken Adams   
705-471-7549 (cell) 
kenadams@seguin.ca 

Ward 2 Councillor Report, Seguin Twp. 
By: Councillor Mario Buszynski 

  
The key things to know are as follows: 

At the May 19
th
 Council meeting there will be an open 

house portion where residents are able to provide input 
to the most recent version of the draft Official Plan.  In 
speaking to our Director of Planning, he indicated that 
the lake policies are basically the same, but they are 
reviewing the policy for lakes under 40 hectares.  Please 
check Seguinôs website for more information.   

We are choosing an engineering consultant to help 
Seguin with the next stage of the plan for moving forward 
with all  the waste transfer stations and an update 
should be provided to Council in late April or May.  

Depending upon the spring thaw, the state of the roads 
will be bad (or worse).  Mother nature continues to 
punish us.  Seguin will try to get them into shape as soon 
as possible. 

Seguin, along with the Georgian Bay Biosphere 
Reserve, have applied for grants to remove phragmites 
and Japanese Knotweed from Township areas and 
should know if we are successful soon.  

I attended a webinar hosted by Hydro One on a new 
transmission line Environmental Assessment study for 
up to two new 500 kV lines (the V-guyed lines crossing 
Otter and Little Otter Lakes).  They will host a number of 
public meetings (Barrie, Parry Sound, Gravenhurst and 
Sudbury) to go over the need, study area (which extends 
from Georgian Bay to Highway #11) and process.  One 
option will be to parallel the existing right-of-way 
that crosses Otter and Little Otter Lakes. Each tower 
line needs 50 metres so this would mean clearing 
another 50 metres per line on one side or the other.  

If you are wondering what is going on in the Township, 
Council meetings are open to the public, either by 
attending in person or by electronic media.  The 
Township website is an excellent source of information 
and I am available to answer your questions. 

Mario Buszynski 
mario.buszynski@gmail.com 
416-254-6614 
 

More info: See pg. 8 & 9 from Hydro One including  
public meeting dates and map of the project study area.  

¶ Ontario selects Hydro One to build new priority 
transmission line between Sudbury and Barrie  

¶ Hydro One details plan for new high-voltage line from 
Sudbury to Barrie, likely to traverse Parry Sound-Muskoka 

¶ Hydro One to build 500 kV transmission line from Barrie to 
Sudbury 

¶ Hydro One to host open houses in Parry Sound, 
Simcoe and Muskoka for new power line project 
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Calm Morning by: 

 Youth Photographer Everett Davis 

https://letsconnectseguin.ca/seguin-township-official-plan-review
https://hydroone.mediaroom.com/2026-02-09-Ontario-selects-Hydro-One-to-build-new-priority-transmission-line-between-Sudbury-and-Barrie
https://hydroone.mediaroom.com/2026-02-09-Ontario-selects-Hydro-One-to-build-new-priority-transmission-line-between-Sudbury-and-Barrie
https://hydroone.mediaroom.com/2026-02-09-Ontario-selects-Hydro-One-to-build-new-priority-transmission-line-between-Sudbury-and-Barrie
https://hydroone.mediaroom.com/2026-02-09-Ontario-selects-Hydro-One-to-build-new-priority-transmission-line-between-Sudbury-and-Barrie
https://www.seguin.ca
mailto:mario.buszynski@gmail.com
https://hydroone.mediaroom.com/2026-02-09-Ontario-selects-Hydro-One-to-build-new-priority-transmission-line-between-Sudbury-and-Barrie
https://hydroone.mediaroom.com/2026-02-09-Ontario-selects-Hydro-One-to-build-new-priority-transmission-line-between-Sudbury-and-Barrie
https://www.parrysound.com/news/hydroone-line-from-sudbury-barrie/article_f8f3b7ef-3794-5a0e-a30a-ed9cae45557a.html
https://www.parrysound.com/news/hydroone-line-from-sudbury-barrie/article_f8f3b7ef-3794-5a0e-a30a-ed9cae45557a.html
https://www.sudbury.com/local-news/hydro-one-to-build-500-kv-transmission-line-from-barrie-to-sudbury-11859036
https://www.sudbury.com/local-news/hydro-one-to-build-500-kv-transmission-line-from-barrie-to-sudbury-11859036
https://www.parrysound.com/news/hydro-one-open-houses-new-powerline/article_f68266b9-ed22-516c-946c-0d698682422a.html?source=newsletter&utm_content=a04&utm_source=ml_nl&utm_medium=email&utm_email=15275E2AE57CBDA252BFA850C158FD33&utm_campaign=pshl_86557&utm
https://www.parrysound.com/news/hydro-one-open-houses-new-powerline/article_f68266b9-ed22-516c-946c-0d698682422a.html?source=newsletter&utm_content=a04&utm_source=ml_nl&utm_medium=email&utm_email=15275E2AE57CBDA252BFA850C158FD33&utm_campaign=pshl_86557&utm
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OLRA 2026 Photo Contest 

By: Julie Hoffman 

Wow, another cottage season is upon us and so is the 
annual photo contest.  So grab your phones and cameras 
and say ñCheeseò!  Share your favourite Otter Lake mo-
ments with your fellow OLRA members. Prizes will be 
awarded in Adult categories of People, Scenery and 
Wildlife and also a Youth (16 and under) category. Con-
test opens Saturday May 16th and closes Wednesday 
October 14th, 2026. 

Voting will take place shortly after the contest closes.  
Photographs will be posted on OLRA.ca and may be 
shared in the OLRA newsletters and other communica-
tions.  Winners will be announced in the fall newsletter, 
on OLRA.ca and via email. 

While we welcome entries from family and friends, all 
submissions need to be tied to a current OLRA member. 
Only OLRA members and immediate family are eligible to 
receive prizes.  

Category prizes are as follows: 1st prize $25, 2nd prize 
$20 and 3rd prize $15.  Overall winner receives $25 and 
ultimate bragging rights!   

Send your photos from any season taken on or around 
Otter Lake to OtterlakePhotoContest@gmail.com  

Remember, one photo per adult category.  Youth (16 and 
under) may submit up to 3 entries. Photos must be 6MB 
or smaller in size.  When submitting your photo, please 
include the following information: Entrantôs email and 
home address, the OLRA member name tied to the entry, 
and of course the category choice and short description 
of the photo.  

Itôs that simple! Happy snapping everyone and see you 
on the lake.  
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MAKE YOUR FOURSOME!!  REGISTER NOW!! 

 

OLRA 2nd Annual Golf Tournament                 
(Scramble Format) 

Parry Sound Golf and Country Club 

Saturday, July 25th, 2026 

 

 
I hadnôt seen my trainer for 3 months. 

 

ñWell,ò he said, "Haven't seen you in a while!ò  The scorn 
in his voice perfectly matched the judgment in his eyes. 

 

ñYeah, sorry about that.ò (this is clearly a Canadian     
storyéapologize first.) 

 

ñIôve lost a lot of muscle.ò 

 

ñYouôd never knowò.   He smiled as he glanced at my 
pencil arms. 

 

ñIôve gotta get stronger.  I have the OLRA Golf Tourna-
ment coming up.  I feel like Iòve lost 20 yards off my 
drive.ò 

 

ñI never would've guessed!!!  Itôs gonna take a lot of work 
to get you back in shape.  Are you ready for that?ò 

 

ñYep.  Iôve gotta beat Deeks this year!  He slept in the 
back of his truck last year, got 3 hours sleep and still beat 
me.ò 

 

ñDeeks?ò 

 

ñYeah, David Deeks.ò 

 

ñYou mean THE David Deeks?ò 

 

ñYep.  THE David Deeks!ò 

 

ñWOAH!  Whenôs the Tournament?ò 

 

ñSaturday, July 25, 2026.ò 

 

ñYouôre toast!ò 

**************************************************************** 

 

Sign up coming soon.  See if Deeks can be beaten! 

 

     Richard Hood 

 

 

mailto:OtterlakePhotoContest@gmail.com
https://olra.ca/category/bulletins/
https://olra.ca/category/events/
https://olra.ca/olra-membership/
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Please give any new neighbours on the lake a warm Otter Lake welcome, share this newsletter 
and encourage them to join our OLRA family too! 
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Otter Lake Summer Book Club 
By: Naama Levy-Cooperman 
 

After a fantastic 
and well-attended 
inaugural season 
last year, the Ot-
ter Lake Summer 
Book Club is back 
for 2026 - and we 
couldnôt be more 
excited to kick 
things off again! 

What started as a suggestion in an OLRA survey quickly 
grew into a highlight of the summer, bringing together a 
wonderful group of readers for thoughtful discussions, 
great laughs, and, of course, some excellent books. 
Weôre looking forward to building on that momentum and 
welcoming both returning members and new faces this 
year. 

When: 

The Book Club will run from May through October, per-
fect for pairing great reads with long summer days and 
cozy fall evenings.  

How it Works: 

Each confirmed member will be asked to send 2 book 
recommendations (via email), after which a survey will be 
sent out (including a short description of each book) ask-
ing each member to rank their top choices. The results of 
this survey will determine the 6 books for the current sea-
son, ideally exploring a mix of genres and themes. 

Meetups: 

Weôll gather for lively discussions at 7 pm on the last 
Wednesday of each month beginning on May 27

th
.  

At minimum, our July 29th and August 26th meetings will 
be held in person at The Grand Tappattoo or another 
agreed-upon location. 

In May, June, September, and October, we will meet vir-
tually so everyone can participate comfortably. Final de-
tails will be shared closer to each date. 

How to Join: 

Itôs easyðjust email info@olra.ca to sign up. Follow-up 
emails will keep everyone informed during the season. 
All ages and reading levels are welcome, and youôre en-
couraged to join as many discussions as you can. 

Keep an eye out for the email survey, then get ready to 
dive into our first read for May! Mark your calendar for 
May 27th at 7 pm - Zoom details will be shared in ad-
vance.  

Hereôs to another summer of great books, engaging 

conversation, and a growing community of readers. 

We canôt wait to see you there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership Report  
By: AJ Mueller, Treasurer 

 

2025 finished with somewhat higher membership than in 
2024. We gained 2 families overall and 22 additional fam-
ily members for a total of 476.  

So far in 2026 we have 71 families renewed with 107 ad-
ditional family members for a total of 178.  

We are delighted to again put on a variety of events for 
all ages and interests. The OLRA Family BBQ in August, 
Summer Book Club, July Golf Tournament, Photo Con-
test and new this year, the Get The Lead Out campaign, 
provide something extra for everyone to enjoy and to pro-
tect our awesome Otter Lake!  
Below are the membership numbers for 2024 vs 2025.  

Please feel free to share this newsletter with new owners 
on the lake and others. Memberships support OLRAôs 
many projects and events. A membership form is on 
pg.12. Member benefits are on pg.13 and both can be 
found on our website under Memberships. 

Thanks for your support of our lake community!!! Have a 
wonderful spring and summer season!   

 

 

  

  

 

 

 Dec. 31  2025 Dec. 31, 2024 

Families 181 179 

Additional Family Members 295 273 

Totals 476 452 

Granddaughterôs 
First Big Fish 

By: 
Cindy Bower 

https://olra.ca/category/bulletins/
https://olra.ca/category/events/
https://olra.ca/olra-membership/
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This and That  
By: Kerry Mueller 
 

Alert - Spiny Water Fleas In Algonquin Park Lakes: 

Spiny Water Fleas are an invasive species that can re-
duce natural zooplankton populations by 30 - 40% dis-
turbing whole food chains. Zooplankton feed fish like 
bass, yellow perch and walleye. Spiny water fleas are 
easily spread by bait buckets, live wells, fishing lines and 
boats.  Learn more on how to keep them out of our lake. .  

 

Pleasure Craft License (PCL) Rules Have Changed:   

According to Transport Canada, the unique number on 
your PCL must be displayed on both sides of the bow 
(front) of a pleasure craft. It helps police and search and 
rescue find important information during emergencies. 

Recent Changes By Transport Canada: 

¶ all new, transferred and renewed PCLs are valid for 
5 years; licences without an expiry date now have 
an expiry date 

¶ a $24.41 fee applies for a new, renewed, transferred 
or duplicate PCL 

¶ you must update your licence information within 30 
days (there is no fee to update) 

¶ starting December 31, 2027, wind-powered pleasure 
craft over 6 metres long will need a PCL. 

 

Parry Sound Nature Club Upcoming Events:  

Several varied events are planned, the next one is on 
Boats Waves and the Shore: Learning How They 
Connect with Dr. Chris Houser, April 15th, 7pm at the 
Mary St. Centre. Dr. Houser and his team did the 2023 
wave study on Otter Lake and he is a great source of 
information on how oversized waves impact lakes.   

 

Seguin Is Offering Year-round Ice in the Humphrey 
Arena as a Pilot Program: 

Staff are now accepting requests for dates and times 
from individuals and groups interested in booking the ice 
between March 30 and June 28, 2026.   

 

Have Questions About Connecting To Bell Fibre? 

Lori Harvey has a cottage on Otter Lake and has assisted 
many residents with setting up Bell services. Bell Fibe is 
now available to the majority of Otter Lake residents. 
If you would like to book Bell Fibe services or have gen-
eral questions regarding setup, internet speeds, or pric-
ing, you are welcome to contact:  

Lori Harvey  

Bell Authorized Dealer ð Totally One Communica-

tions 

Email:  lori@totallyone.com   Phone: 905 -967-4600 
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Lake Stewardship Report contôd 
 
Data differences between OL and LOL summarized 
from pg. 16-31  of  2025 Aquatic Environment Report.:  
1) The ave. # of Taxa (# of kinds of bugs in the mud) in 
LOL is 25% lower than in both OL Sites 1 and 2. 

2) The average percent of the pollution sensitive Taxa 
(%EOT) in LOL is: 

¶ 63% lower than in OL - Site 1 

¶ 53% lower than in OL - Site 2. 
3) The chloride (Cl) in LOL is 5x higher than in OL as 
measured in the summer. 

 

 

On the March 14/15th 2026 weekend, Rob Cribbie used 
chloride test strips to measure at the LOL dam and at the 
Narrows during a warm spell with runoff entering LOL. 

Those Cl winter readings were: 

LOL Dam  ~ 33 mg/l 

Narrows  ~ 30 mg/l 

These Cl readings are 3x higher than LOL had in the 
summer and 15x higher than OLôs summer readings. 
Clearly, salt spread in winter is increasing CL in our lakes.   

Calls to Limit Salt Applications in Ontario: FOCA and 
the Muskoka Lakes Association (MLA) along with other 
municipalities have taken initiatives to call for provincial 
protection of our fresh water via establishing regulation to 
use salt wisely to reduce its over use.  

The MLA Report states:    

¶ Chloride is particularly toxic in Muskokaõs soft water The 

federal guideline of 120 mg/L for òsafe continuous ex-

posureó is not protective in soft Muskoka waters ð 10-

20 mg/L range is a more likely estimate.  

At FOCAôs AGM on Mar.1st, 2026, a salt resolution was 
strongly supported (OLRA supported it too) calling on the 
Ontario government to ñ...protect freshwater ecosystems 

and drinking water from the impacts of salt pollutionéó  

FOCA has also joined the Ontario Salt Pollution Coalition. 

Seguin has not as yet.     

Next Steps: Some area lake associations have shared 
their raw benthos and Cl data sets with OLRA to be ana-
lyzed and compared with our own data. If you have ex-
pertise in this area and want to help, please  let us know 
at info@olra.ca.   

Salt pollution is a growing threat to freshwater ecosys-
tems, infrastructure and drinking water. So please use 
salt wisely and sparingly to help keep it out of our lakes.  

     

 

ƕƨċƣŔĦНEŰƻŔƖŸŰůĲŰƣНÅĲƓŸƖƣНΞΜΞΡ  
9ŸůƓċƖŔƚŸŰННӖНE§ÑЯНмНŸŉНÑċǂċНċŰĬН9őũŸƖŔĬĲНxĲƻĲũƚ 
 НННННННx§x §xН-ННÉŔƣĲНΝ ННН§xН-НÉŔƣĲНΞ 
мНŸŉНÑċǂċ Φ ΝΞ ΝΞ 
ӖНE§Ñ ΟЮΡӖ ΦЮΡӖ ΤЮΡӖ 
9őũŸƖŔĬĲНы9ũьН
ыůŊоũь ΝΜЮΞ ΞЮΝ ΝЮΦ 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/spiny-and-fishhook-water-flea
https://www.parrysound.com/news/ontario-parks-invasive-species-spiny-waterflea-algonquin/article_2adda84f-b52a-50de-a2bb-4f1ec910e82e.html?source=newsletter&utm_content=a05&utm_source=ml_nl&utm_medium=email&utm_email=15275E2AE57CBDA252BFA850C158FD33&utm_ca
https://tc.canada.ca/en/marine-transportation/vessel-licensing-registration/licensing-pleasure-craft/apply-manage-pleasure-craft-licence-pcl/apply-manage-pleasure-craft-licence-pcl
https://tc.canada.ca/en/marine-transportation/vessel-licensing-registration/licensing-pleasure-craft/apply-manage-pleasure-craft-licence-pcl/apply-manage-pleasure-craft-licence-pcl#expiry
https://www.parrysoundnatureclub.com/upcoming-events
https://www.parrysoundnatureclub.com/upcoming-events
https://olra.ca/recording-of-the-2023-otter-lake-wave-study-presentation-june-5th-2024/
https://olra.ca/recording-of-the-2023-otter-lake-wave-study-presentation-june-5th-2024/
https://www.seguin.ca/en/news/now-accepting-requests-for-spring-2026-ice-at-humphrey-arena.aspx
mailto:lori@totallyone.com
https://olra.ca/the-2025-aquatic-environment-report-for-otter-lake-and-little-otter-lake/
https://muskokaratepayers.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/2507-P-Salt.pdf
https://saltcoalition.ca/
https://saltcoalition.ca/
https://muskokaratepayers.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/2507-P-Salt.pdf
https://foca.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Salt-Resolution-of-the-FOCA-Membership-2026.pdf
https://saltcoalition.ca/
https://watersheds.ca/are-canadas-lakes-becoming-salty/
https://watersheds.ca/best-practices-from-the-eccc-code-of-practice/
https://watersheds.ca/best-practices-from-the-eccc-code-of-practice/
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