
 

Join Us on These 2026 Dates: 
OLRA Annual General Meeting (AGM)-Tues. May 12,2026 at 7pm 
Join your lake neighbours via Zoom from 7pm - 9pm for our AGM including guest speakers 
Mayor Ann MacDiarmid, Councillors Ken Adams and Mario Buszynski, plus updates on OLRAõs ini-
tiatives (i.e. lake water testing, golf tournament, summer book club etc.)  Voting on new board 
members and OLRA initiatives will also take place. 

 

2026 OLRA Family BBQ and Fair - Sat. August 8th, Noon - 3 pm 
at the Foley Community Centre (rain or shine) 
Come on out to play games (free for all ages), socialize with neighbours and enjoy a tasty BBQ 
meal.  Win prizes too!!  Meal tickets on sale starting in May.  Everyone is welcome so bring 
your neighbours, family members and guests! Fun loving volunteers are very welcome too.  

                     

           
  

2025 Photo Contest Overall Winning Photo and 1st Place in the 
Adult Scenery Category by Ted Wiles   
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Electing Our Executive  

Our Board welcomes new members and new ideas for 
improving life at awesome Otter Lake and Little Otter 
Lake. 

Could that be you?  

If you are interested in joining the team, please let a 
nominating committee member know (below) or email 
info@olra.ca  Weôd love to get to know you and how 
youôd like to contribute to our wonderful Otter Lake com-
munity. 

The OLRA Board can consist of up to 9 members, each 
with a three year term. A Board member whose term is 
expiring may run for re-election.  Nominations can be 
made during the year and from the floor at the AGM. 

OLRA Nominating Committee Members 

Kerry Mueller   Brad Chittick    

519-463-5454   905-601-8236      

Naama Levy-Cooperman 

416-819-6267 

Current OLRA 
Board of Directors 

 

Chair/ President/ Kerry Mueller 

Communications  

Vice President   Rob Cribbie  

Secretary Naama Levy-
 Cooperman 

Treasurer / Membership AJ Mueller 

Lake Steward  open 

Director  Richard Hood 

Director David Amy 

Director Brad Chittick 

Director David Deeks 

  

On Sept. 1, 2025 OLRA began its 64th year! 
 

We are almost a ñseniorò association which is a badge of 
honour!  

A strong sense of place and caring to look after that place 
has kept OLRA going over generations.  Otter Lakers  
come together to have fun, to protect our lake, to 
contribute to our community and to give us a collective 
voice at Seguin Township (Seguin) and other levels of 
government, as well as at the Federation of Ontario 
Cottagersô Associations (FOCA).   

OLRA also engages with other organizations such as the 
Georgian Bay Biosphere Mnidoo Gamii (GBB) in which 
Otter Lake and Little Otter Lake lie, the Ontario 
Government through its Lake Partner Program for water 
testing (see pg. 9),  Safe Quiet Lakes (SQL) (see pg. 17) 
and the Muskoka Watershed Council.   

As well, OLRA hosts social events and informs residents 
about local activities and how to weigh in on key issues. 

Check out your Association on olra.ca for its Aims and 
Objectives and the 10 benefits of supporting OLRA 
(pg.11) as we all strive to preserve and protect Otter Lake 
(including Little Otter Lake!) and its biodiversity as the 
shared, freshwater jewel it is today. Our fresh water is the 
envy of the world!!! 

The Board typically meets 4-6 times a year: in February, 
on the day of the Annual General Meeting (AGM) in May,  
and a few times in the summer and in the fall.    

New Board members are elected at the AGM. 
Nominations can be made to the Nominating Committee 
and at the AGM. Current OLRA members may become  
Board members and may vote at the AGM. 

OLRAôs 2026 AGM will be on Tuesday May 12th, 2026 
from 7ï 9 pm via Zoom. (See the front cover).   

See you then! 
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https://olra.ca/category/our-board/
https://www.seguin.ca/en/index.aspx
https://foca.on.ca/
https://foca.on.ca/
https://www.gbbr.ca/
https://foca.on.ca/lake-partner-program-overview/
https://foca.on.ca/lake-partner-program-overview/
https://safequiet.ca/
https://www.muskokawatershed.org/
https://olra.ca/our-association/
olra.ca
https://olra.ca/our-association/
https://olra.ca/our-association/
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From The Chair / President  
By: Kerry Mueller 
 

2025 has been eventful to say the least. Despite all the 
global tensions, or possibly as a much needed 
antidote, the OLRA board and many of its members 
devoted time and energy to four fun summer events as 
well as to our lake water testing initiatives.   

Thanks to fresh ideas from new board members, two 
new events happened this season. The First Annual 
Golf Tournament was held in August which was 
described as ñthe best timeò (see page 9).  

The first season of the Otter Lake Book Club was also 
a hit both socially and intellectually as participants 
bonded over their reading experiences. (see page 13). 
Watch for both of these events to run again in 2026.   

The 2nd Annual BBQ and Fair was a big success 
again this year with several games and lots of prizes 
for excited kids and adults too (see page 13).   

Last but not least by any means, the annual photo 
contest provided 57 wonderful photos for us to enjoy 
and vote on such as the curious fox on the right by 
Cathy Morrison which won first prize in the Adult 
Wildlife Category (see page 8). Congrats to all the 
winners!!  And thanks to all who entered too.  

Our typical Lake Stewardship initiatives (Lake Partner 
Program (LPP) and Benthos Monitoring) were 
completed again this season. The trending data we 
now have is yielding some surprising and somewhat 
concerning results into which we intend to dig further 
(see pg. 4). In addition, a new Lake Water Testing for 
Contaminants project was added, It bench marked our 
lakes for 50 parameters, corroborated the LPP data on 
chloride and was informative in other ways too. 

Many thanks go to the volunteers who organized all of 
the above!!! Without you they would not happen. And 
thanks to all who came out and participated in the fun! 

We also thank Mayor MacDiarmid and Councillors Ken 
Adams and Mario Buszynski for their updates (see pgs 
6 and 7). Seguin has had several major initiatives and 
projects on the go such as defining the 2026 budget 
(see pg 6), reviewing the waste handling strategy (see 
pg 17), making progress on the Seguin Official Plan 
review and approving the building of more housing in 
The Nest, a Hall Construction project aimed at 
providing housing at $400,00 and up.    

The MZO development Master Plan is now expected in 
the spring of 2026. The MZOôs aim is to develop much 
needed attainable housing. Development charges had 
been expected to pay for development. In the changing 
political climate, this article challenges that premise.    

August 5th, 2025, Council voted to have staff review 
Seguinôs resolution 2023-153 passed on May 15th, 
2023 that does not permit Short-Term Rentals (STRs). 
That staff report is  expected sometime soon, perhaps    

  

in early 2026. 

In the meantime, the town of Collingwood is an interesting 
case study. Collingwood passed a STR licensing program 
in Nov. 2024 that came into effect in Jan. 2025. The town 
had estimated that it had almost 400 STRs operating but 
wanted to grant only 200 STR licenses max. on a first 
come, first served basis Licensing fees from those 200 
annual licenses were projected to cover the costs of the 
program. The estimate of the programôs first year cost for  
Collingwood was $206,748.00ï$245,063.55 .   

In Oct. 2025 it was reported that since January, 
Collingwoodôs short-term rentals had decline by 75% to 
87, while long-term rental listings had tripled. However, as 
of Nov. 2025, only 34 of the 200 licenses available had 
been granted or were pending as per the townôs map. In 
October Council approved $208,000 be pulled from the 
townôs parking reserve to help get the program going.   

Will enough STR licenses be issued in 2026 to cover 
Collingwoodôs program costs? If not, is the increase in 
long-term housing availability a large enough benefit to the 
town to justify taxpayers subsidizing the STR licensing 
program? Will many STR owners dodge the licensing 
system and risk fines? Or sell? Or focus on long-term 
renting instead? It will be an interesting case to watch.  

 

Many thanks 
go to all who 
have 
contributed 
articles, 
creative 
writing, ads, 
ideas and 
proofreading 
to this 
newsletter!   

These 
newsletters 
are always a 
team effort .  

We hope you 
enjoy this 
edition. Do 
drop us a note 
to 
info@olra.ca 
with 
questions / 
comments / 
photos.   

 
You can also reach me at  kerryemueller@gmail.com / 
519-463-5454.  
 

Thanks very much for your support!  Have a great rest of 
the fall and a delightful holiday season! 

From the Chair / President  contôdé 

https://olra.ca/galleries/2025-olra-photo-contest-entries-review-the-photos-here-and-then-use-the-voting-link-emailed-to-olra-members/
https://olra.ca/galleries/2025-olra-photo-contest-entries-review-the-photos-here-and-then-use-the-voting-link-emailed-to-olra-members/
https://olra.ca/results-lake-water-testing-for-contaminants/
https://olra.ca/results-lake-water-testing-for-contaminants/
https://letsconnectseguin.ca/seguin-township-official-plan-review
https://letsconnectseguin.ca/seguin-township-official-plan-review
https://www.instagram.com/thenestlifeca/
https://letsconnectseguin.ca/mzo-application
https://www.orilliamatters.com/local-news/column-orillias-forced-sprawl-comes-with-a-huge-price-tag-11483475
https://www.villagereport.ca/village-picks/results-of-collingwoods-short-term-rental-rules-speak-volumes-mayor-11399218
https://www.villagereport.ca/village-picks/results-of-collingwoods-short-term-rental-rules-speak-volumes-mayor-11399218
https://cwood.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=a3406a2d832942d78299895d2e05ccd3
https://cwood.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=a3406a2d832942d78299895d2e05ccd3
mailto:info@olra.ca
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Otter Lake Marina Update  

By: Deb Smith  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another great season has come to an end, and we are 
busy working on haul out. We are hoping to have it 
completed in early November pending favourable weather 
conditions. Unfortunately, we have had a bit of rain in 
October which has slowed the process somewhat. 
 

Looking back at the summer we had great weather but still 
found the lake to be quiet at times, especially throughout 
the week. As always, we enjoyed seeing everyone this 
season and catching up. We also met a few new families 
on the lake which is always great to see! 
 

Once haul out is complete we plan to enjoy a little quiet 
time before gearing up for the holidays. 
 

We hope everyone has a safe, healthy and happy winter 
season and look forward to seeing everyone again in the 
spring. 
 

The Blast at the Hall Quarry on Oct. 8th, 2025 

By: Kerry Mueller 

 

Several property owners in the north end of Otter Lake (i.e. 
Goddard Crescent and Carterôs Landing) felt a strong blast 
on Oct. 8th  at 3:46 pm that shook windows, had people 
checking their structures and posting on Facebook.   

Brian Hindley was one such property owner on Goddard 
Crescent who reached out to Clayton Hall (Hall 
Construction) to give feedback on the occurrence and to 
open communications about it. This was an unusual event,  
the likes of which long-time residents had not experienced 
before. Clayton Hall was quite approachable.  

The upshot is that Hall Construction is taking steps to 
prevent any recurrence of such a blast. It was reported that 
the blast was felt in the Otter Lake area due to 
overpressure (i.e. air concussion) produced by the blast 
and not a vibration through the ground.  

Loon Update 

By: Kerry Mueller 
 

Two Loon chicks survived this summer season, one on 

Otter Lake and one on Little Otter Lake. Since 2012 our 

highest number of surviving chicks was five in 2021.  

This year brought a good number of non breeding Loons 

back to Otter Lake too. September 16th, 2025 I took this 

photo of 10 Loons feeding together in centre Otter Lake. 

Hopefully most of them are returning 2 - 3 yrs olds who 

will breed on their natal lakes in years to come.    

According to the Birds Canada Common Loon Survey, 

from 1970 - 2005 Loons in Canada significantly 

increased their numbers. However, between 2005 and 

2022 the data shows Loon populations dropped nearly 

14%.  Loon numbers in Canada are still within their 

sustainable goal range which is good since Canadaôs 

population represents 94% of the global population.   

Some of their big challenges are ones that we can help 

fix.  

             Contôd on Page 9 

 

This yearôs young Otter Lake Loon - 09/27/2025 

 by Mike Kitagawa 

https://hallinc.ca/
https://hallinc.ca/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/science/what-on-earth-1.7619290
https://www.cbc.ca/news/science/what-on-earth-1.7619290
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Lake Stewardship Report contôd 

 

Is there legislation regulating salt application? 

* There is no Ontario legislation or guideline re: the 
distribution of salt despite well over a million tons of 
salt being spread in Ontario/year. 26 resolutions 
asking the province to regulate salt use have been 
passed by municipalities/towns/districts/conservation 
authorities. Seguin has not as yet. 

 

* According to the Canadian Water Quality Guidelines 

for the Protection of Aquatic Life ï Chloride the upper 

limit for long-term exposure to chloride ions in 

freshwater is 120 mg/l. However, the safe level of 

sodium chloride ð road salt ð for Muskoka-type 

lakes with their soft, nutrient-poor waters is 10 mg/L 

of sodium chloride. Little Otter Lake is already at 10 

mg/l . Some studies show ecological harm being 

done somewhat below such ñlow ñconcentrations.  

How much have chloride levels already risen? 

Unimpacted lakes on the Canadian shield of Canadaôs 

central region (Quebec and Ontario) have measured 

chloride concentrations of <1 to 7 mg/L. with higher 

concentrations (10 to 30 mg/L) measured in the lower 

Great Lakes and the St. Lawrence River. 

The province maintains the 400 highways. Contractors 
and private individuals maintain many parking lots and 
sidewalks. Seguin maintains municipal roads using 
mostly sand to mitigate slippery conditions. Its website 
states: Seguin Township is continually modifying 
operating procedures to minimize salt usage. Straight salt 
is only used sparingly on hard top roads when significant 
icy conditions exist.  

OLRA will purchase chloride test strips to enable us to 
test our lakes throughout the year for chloride levels and 
to compare those results with other lakes in our area.   
Stay tuned... 

 

Lake Stewardship Report 

By: Kerry Mueller 

  
The 2025 OLRA lake stewardship projects that were 
concluded provided some surprising and also somewhat 
concerning data results which we are looking into further. 
 
The OLRA Lake Water Testing for Contaminants pro-
ject was completed in August. The results reminded us 
of the importance of maintaining our drinking water filtra-
tion systems to effectively keep out coliforms and e-coli 
which can make us sick. The Health Unit provides free 
testing for these. Testing often is a good practice.  
 
Water sampling for the long running Lake Partner Pro-
gram (LPP) was again completed. Through the LPP we 
monitor the clarity of our lake water and its chemical 
composition for total phosphorus, chloride and calcium. 
Sulphate has recently been added to the LPP analysis.    
 
The Benthos (bugs in the mud) Monitoring was again 
completed at three sites (two on Otter Lake and one on 
Little Otter Lake). These bugs act like the ñcanaries in 
the coal minesò for lakes. Thanks go to Seguin Township 
for paying for the monitoring of two of those three sites. 
 
The above studies, and previous ones, have given us 
trending data on the health of our lakes which is summa-
rized annually in the  Aquatic Environment Report. 
 
Some differences between Otter Lake (OL) and Little 
Otter Lake (LOL) have emerged.  
1) The average # of Taxa (# of kinds of bugs in the 
mud) in LOL is 25% lower than in both OL Sites 1 
and 2. 

2) The average percent of the pollution sensitive Taxa 
(%EOT) in LOL is: 

¶ 63% lower than in OL - Site 1 

¶ 53% lower than in OL - Site 2. 
3) The chloride in LOL is 5x higher than in OL 
 
Why be concerned? Benthos are the critical base of the 
food chain in lakes. Salt pollution in our fresh water is a 
growing problem since it harms this food chain. Salt is 
very difficult to remove once present.  
 
See the chart below which summarizes data from pages 
16 - 31 in the 2025 Aquatic Environment Report.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

ƕƨċƣŔĦНEŰƻŔƖŸŰůĲŰƣНÅĲƓŸƖƣНΞΜΞΡ  
9ŸůƓċƖŔƚŸŰННӖНE§ÑЯНмНŸŉНÑċǂċНċŰĬН9őũŸƖŔĬĲНxĲƻĲũƚ 

 НННННННx§x §xН-ННÉŔƣĲНΝ ННН§xН-НÉŔƣĲНΞ 

мНŸŉНÑċǂċ Φ ΝΞ ΝΞ 

ӖНE§Ñ ΟЮΡӖ ΦЮΡӖ ΤЮΡӖ 
9őũŸƖŔĬĲН
ыůŊоũь ΝΜЮΞ ΞЮΝ ΝЮΦ 

Photo by Lawrence Strilchuk  

https://saltcoalition.ca/
https://saltcoalition.ca/
https://saltcoalition.ca/
https://ccme.ca/en/res/chloride-en-canadian-water-quality-guidelines-for-the-protection-of-aquatic-life.pdf
https://ccme.ca/en/res/chloride-en-canadian-water-quality-guidelines-for-the-protection-of-aquatic-life.pdf
https://publicfmwdocuments.s3.ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/21071207/FMW2025-02AR-Road-Salt-Pollution-in-Muskoka.pdf
https://publicfmwdocuments.s3.ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/21071207/FMW2025-02AR-Road-Salt-Pollution-in-Muskoka.pdf
https://publicfmwdocuments.s3.ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/21071207/FMW2025-02AR-Road-Salt-Pollution-in-Muskoka.pdf
https://publicfmwdocuments.s3.ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/21071207/FMW2025-02AR-Road-Salt-Pollution-in-Muskoka.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LN0tSTwiu-0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LN0tSTwiu-0
https://ccme.ca/en/res/chloride-en-canadian-water-quality-guidelines-for-the-protection-of-aquatic-life.pdf
https://ccme.ca/en/res/chloride-en-canadian-water-quality-guidelines-for-the-protection-of-aquatic-life.pdf
https://ccme.ca/en/res/chloride-en-canadian-water-quality-guidelines-for-the-protection-of-aquatic-life.pdf
https://www.seguin.ca/en/explore-play/roads.aspx
https://www.seguin.ca/en/explore-play/roads.aspx
https://www.seguin.ca/en/explore-play/roads.aspx
https://www.seguin.ca/en/explore-play/roads.aspx
https://olra.ca/results-lake-water-testing-for-contaminants/
https://www.myhealthunit.ca/en/public-health-services/private-drinking-water-testing.aspx
https://www.myhealthunit.ca/en/public-health-services/private-drinking-water-testing.aspx
https://foca.on.ca/lake-partner-program/
https://foca.on.ca/lake-partner-program/
https://olra.ca/the-2025-aquatic-environment-report-for-otter-lake-and-little-otter-lake/
https://www.muskokawatershed.org/blog/benthic-report-card/
https://www.muskokawatershed.org/blog/benthic-report-card/
https://foca.on.ca/salt-impacts/
https://foca.on.ca/salt-impacts/
https://foca.on.ca/salt-impacts/
https://olra.ca/the-2025-aquatic-environment-report-for-otter-lake-and-little-otter-lake/
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Seguin Township Fall 2025 Report  

By: Mayor Ann MacDiarmid 
 

I am hoping that everyone enjoyed our spectacular 
summer and autumn weather.  It has been a banner 
year for lake and cottage activities. 

Council is in the midst of preparing the 2026 Budget.  
While it is our overall goal to keep tax increases to a 
minimum, we strive to provide the very best living and 
work environments for our residential and commercial 
taxpayers.  Seguin Council finds itself with $5,392,551. 
In legislated expenses including levies from the OPP, 
Health Unit, District Social Services, Belvedere 
Longterm Care, Ambulance and Municipal Property 
Assessment Corporation (MPAC) over which we have 
no control. In addition, long standing agreements to 
contribute to 911 Services, Park to Park Trail, the 
Industrial Park the Parry Sound Area Municipal Airport 
and Business Park, the Stockey Centre, the Museum on 
Tower Hill, Chamber of Commerce and the Community 
Business Development Corporation (CBDC)  and our 
libraries total another $633,450. Together this 
$6,026,001 represents approximately 30% of the total 
expected $19.6 million 2026 expenditure or 
approximately a 2.58% tax increase over 2025 levels. 

After paying these levies, Council continues to need to 
pay for wages and benefits and all township operations 
which include road and waste management, our 
community facilities and capital improvements.  As in 
previous years we continue to be committed to setting 
aside 1.5% of the total tax amount to build an asset 
management reserve to protect our future generations 
from undue capital burdens. 

It our expectation that the 2026 Proposed Budget will be 
presented to Council at the November 17, 2025 Council 
meeting with adoption in early January 2026.  As 
always,  slight adjustments to levies will be solidified in 
late spring 2026. 

Please join us and our many volunteer committees for a 
fun filled and busy autumn.  Compete details about how 
to register can be found at seguin.ca 

 

November 22 Foley Agricultural Christmas Market @ 
10am ï 2pm 

November 29 @11am ï 1 pm Orrville Childrenôs 
Christmas Party 

November 29 @ 4:30 PM Santa Claus Parade in Parry 
Sound 

December 6 Free turkey dinner in Orrville ï first sitting 
@ 4:30; second sitting @ 6:00pm 

December 13 Foley Agricultural Breakfast with Santa @ 
9am -11 am (adults $5 ï children free) 

Sunday December 14 - 16th Annual Santa Skate at 
Humphrey 2pm - 4 pm 

December 16 Rosseau Caring Community Seniors 
Christmas Party 11am ï 1pm ($15) 

December 31 New Years Eve Celebration ï Foley 
Community Centre and Grounds 5pm ï 8 pm ï BBQ  

 

 

 

 

 

Mayor MacDiarmidôs Report contôd 
 

February 21 Sled Dog Mail Run 
 

On behalf of your Council and the staff at Seguin, we 

wish everyone a happy, healthy holiday season and a 

bright 2026. 

Ann MacDiarmid    
705-346-2210  
annmacdiarmid@seguin.ca  
 

Ward 1 Councillor Report, Seguin Twp. 
By: Councillor Ken Adams 
 

Hello everyone, 

What an incredible summer we've had! The weather 
was outstanding. Although the fall colours took a bit 
longer to show up this year, we were lucky to have 
more great weather through the season. 

It was definitely a dry summer. Iôve never seen the 
water levels as low as they were on Horseshoe Lake. 

 

Water Quality 
The Georgian Bay Biosphere and the township water 

quality students were back again this year doing their 

Benthic Monitoring Program (shoreline mud/bug 

testing). I noticed a lot more frogs around this 

summerðsomething I havenôt seen in a while. 
 

Waste Management 

Waste management remains a concern. Thereôs 

ongoing discussion about potentially closing two of the 

townshipôs seven waste sites, which is troubling. 

Shutting down any location simply shifts the burden to 

the remaining onesðparticularly Brooks Road, which is 

already under strain. 

Illegal dumping continues to be a problem, and if Bon 

Echo closes, that pressure will only increase. Closing 

either the Airport or Turtle Lake sites would further 

overwhelm the Humphrey site. 

 

When I first started with Seguin, both the Brooks Road 

and Humphrey sites were staffed and the system 

worked well. Now, we're seeing large items like 

furniture, mattresses, fridges, and construction 

materials being dumped at transfer stations. This 

behaviour is both disrespectful and unacceptable. We 

need to take immediate steps, even if only temporary, 

while we work toward a long-term solution. 

 

Budget 
Itôs budget time againðbut this year, things are 

different. With the new Strong Mayor powers in place, 

the way the municipal budget is created and approved  
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Ward 1 Councillor Report contôd 
 

has changed. These powers give the mayor more 
control over setting the budget direction, and council's 
role becomes more focused on reviewing and 
approvingðor rejectingðthat proposal. It's more 
important than ever that we work together to ensure the 
budget reflects the priorities and needs of our 
communities. 

Rock Crushing 
Rock Crushing is another topic that has been raised. 
This refers to rock crushingðnot blastingðon 
residential or waterfront properties. As Councillor 
Collins pointed out, there are pros and cons to crushing 
on-site versus hauling the rock away. On the larger 
lakes, some projects can take up to a year or two to 
complete. I support Councillor Gettyôs suggestion: if 
rock crushing is to be allowed, there should be a bylaw 
preventing it during June, July, and August. It should be 
limited to no more than one week, with an extension of 
up to two weeks only if absolutely necessary. 
 

Short Term Rentals 
Thereôs been some misinformation going around about 

licensing short-term rentals in Seguin Township. For 

now, nothing has changed. The current system seems 

to be working, and I donôt expect council will revisit the 

topic until the next term. 

 
Branding  
Some of the new branding work has been completed by 
our new staff member in the Community Services and 
Communications Departmentðand it looks great! This 
includes updated materials, and a more consistent look 
and feel across our communications. Itôs all part of our 
ongoing effort to better represent Seguin and improve 
how we share information with residents and visitors. 

 

Events 

Donôt forget about the 3rd Annual Turkey Dinner in 

Orrville on December 6th. If youôre in the area or up at 

the cottage, come by for a great meal with all the 

fixings. (please RSVP) And if you canôt make it out, 

meals can be delivered to your door.  

 

There are also a variety of fall and Christmas events 

coming up across the township. For full details, check 

the Seguin Township website or visit the message 

boards at your local community centre to see all current 

programs and events happening in Seguin. 

Ken Adams   
705-471-7549 (cell) 
kenadams@seguin.ca        
adamsken038@gmail.com  
 

 
 

Ward 2 Councillor Report, Seguin Twp. 
By: Councillor Mario Buszynski 

  
This summer and a good part of the fall was hot and dry, 
making for lots of good memories.  A great deal of clean-
up resulted from last winterôs ice storm and I know that I 
still have some to do.  I realize that I should have started 
to pull my boats out of the water earlier as it looks as if a 
cold, rainy patch lies ahead of us. 
 
The most significant issues for residents of Ward 2 (and 
abutting Wards) are the condition of the roads and waste 
management.  The most recent waste management 
report is available on the Townshipôs website and will 
take up a lot of Councilôs time. Illegal dumping of 
construction waste is costing all of us in high disposal 
fees that is a big part of looking at future options.  
 
The Ministerôs Zoning Order (MZO), which covers a 
significant portion of the northern part of the Ward and 
the studies undertaken to prepare a master plan are now 
not scheduled to be released until next spring.   
 
The Official Plan review process is also being 
undertaken and a first draft red-lined version of the 
changes proposed has been circulated. 
 
We are just starting into deliberations on the draft budget 
for 2026.  At the October 20th Council meeting, staff are 
presenting a request for an increase of over seven 
percent.  Needless to say, I cannot support this type of a 
tax increase and I would urge all ratepayers to make 
their feelings known to Council. 

 

The Hall Development, advertising single family units for 
around $400,000 is moving forward in the north-east part 
of Ward 2, as can be seen in the billboard on Oastler 
Park Drive.  This should satisfy the need for affordable 
housing in the Township for the foreseeable future.  The 
187 lots will be serviced with roads, water and sewer at 
the expense of the developer.  

 

For those of you with electric vehicles, Lakeland Power 
will be developing a number of charging units on the 
waterfront in Rosseau to compliment the units that they 
have already established in the parking lot at the 
municipal offices.   

 

If you are wondering what is going on in the Township, 
Council meetings are open to the public, either by 
attending in person or by electronic media.  The 
Township website is an excellent source of information 
and I am available to answer your questions at:  

 

mario.buszynski@gmail.com.  

416-254-6614 
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2025 OLRA Photo Contest Winners contôd 
 

To see all of these go to Galleries on olra.ca  Congratula-
tions everyone and thank you for sharing your photo-
graphs with all of us. Keep warm over the winter and look 
forward to the next cottage season.  

 
 

1st Annual OLRA Golf Tournament 
By: Richard Hood 
 

The sun broke through clouds, golf carts revved their mo-
tors, the fairways got wider, the greens got flatter, and 
scorecards were filled out with great liberty!  Fabulous 
prizes donated by community-minded participants sat 
stacked on a club house table awaited the victors!   

On July 26th, 2025, almost 30 golfers arrived for the 1st 
Annual OLRA Golf Tournament at Parry Sound Golf and 
Country Club. The next 4 hours were punctuated by: 

Ý Multiple and egregious acts of cheating (not by our 
foursome) 

Ý Liberal use of a new club: the foot wedge 

Ý Several shouts of óFOREô as shots meant for one 
fairway found a home on another 

Ý Frequent shouts of ñoh s**tò or ñdamn itò or ñthatôs 
not what I meant to doò resonated over the course 

Ý The Karges sistersô displaying actual ñgood golfò  

We distributed the prizes to winners over a raucous lunch.  
Several tiffs broke out over sharing French fries!  Truth be 
told, we all had the best timeé 

ANDé 

The REAL STORY of the tournament revolved around one 
of the tournament organizers, no less.  David Deeks, that 
wise sage, decided to book a trip to Mexico that conflicted 
with the tournament.  Full of shame, he took the following 
course of redemptive action: 

Ý He arranged a flight back to Toronto late at night 
on the eve of the tournament 

Ý In the early morning, he drove to Exit 214: Petro 
Canada 

Ý He slept for three hours in the back of his truck 

Ý He arrived at the course in the early hours of the 
morning, thereby saving his foursome and what 
remained of his reputation 

SOé 

As we look forward to our 2nd Annual Tournament this July 
(details to follow), weôd like to suggest the following criteria 
for participants: 

Ý A willingness to curse (sotto voce) 

Ý Some ability to swing a golf club, or a foot wedge 

Ý Nominate a designated driver for the golf cart 

Ý A willingness to participate in a fabulous way to 
share a fun outing with friends from Otter Lake 

***OPTIONAL 

It would be great if someone would volunteer to sleep in 
the back of their truck at Exit 214 to keep the tradition 
alive. Nominations can be forwarded to David Deeks! 

 
 

2025 OLRA Photo Contest Winners 
By: Julie Hoffman 
 

I cannot believe 2025 is almost over and, with it, another 
OLRA Photo Contest.  Again Otter Lakers shared their 
precious memories and captured the beauty of our amaz-
ing Otter Lake.  We had 57 entries showcasing beautiful 
sunsets, our majestic loons, cottagers enjoying the lake 
as well as many wildlife sightings.  Well done everyone! 

Our Youth Category did not have as many entries as in 
previous years. If you know a budding photographer, 
please encourage and help them to enter. It  is so much 
fun for the kids to see the rewards when their photos get 
viewed and voted for. Our Youth entrant this year was 
Everett Davis who submitted three photos. His great pho-
to of Mama Loon and her Chick took 1st prize. (on pg 9)  
Everettôs pictures of the Majestic Loon and the Calm 
Lake Morning took 2nd and 3rd prizes. Keep it up Ever-
ett! Canôt wait to see what photos you enter next year! 

In the Adult Wildlife Category, Cathy Morrison snagged 
1st prize for her Friendly Fox picture.  Susan MacLean 
was awarded 2nd with her Moose Sighting and Michael 
Kitagawa earned 3rd prize for his capture of the Young 
Loon testing his wings. Well done capturing our wildlife! 

For the Adult Scenery Category, Ted Wilesôs Aurora 
Beauty was awarded 1st prize and taking 2nd prize was 
Shannon Sleep with her Dancing Northern Lights photo-
graph. How lucky to have a clear view of the Aurora Bo-
realis and the talent to capture it. 3rd prize was awarded 
to Laurie McDonaldôs picture of the Choo-Choo train, a 
sound that is ever present around Otter Lake.  

In the Adult People Category, 1st prize was awarded to 
Mardy Speers for her adorable, Grandmaôs Little Pump-
kin, photograph (below).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ted Wiles earned 2nd prize for his Boat House Dive pic-
ture (pg 9). It is hard to capture those motion pictures, so 
well done Ted! 3rd prize went to Brenda Ulbikas for her 
peaceful Reflection photo.  Donôt we all treasure those 
peaceful moments at the lake!  

Finally, we have Overall winners. 1st overall prize goes 
to Ted Wiles for his Aurora Beauty photograph on the 
front cover of this newsletter. 2nd and 3rd overall go to 
Cathy Morrison for her Friendly Fox and to Shannon 
Sleep for her Dancing Northern Lights over the Lake.  

 

https://olra.ca/galleries/
https://olra.ca/otter-lake-golf-scramble-a-good-time-for-all/
https://olra.ca/otter-lake-golf-scramble-a-good-time-for-all/
https://olra.ca/otter-lake-golf-scramble-a-good-time-for-all/


 
Membership Report  
By: AJ Mueller, Treasurer 

 

2025 membership renewals are higher as of Nov. 6th  
than last year with 24 more members overall. As usual, 
weôve had a bit of turnover (5%) vs 2024. However, we 
gained new families too for an overall gain of 2 families.   

It is great to have people of all ages and interests partici-
pating in our events (BBQ, Book Club, Golf Tournament, 
Photo Contest, AGM) and enjoying and protecting awe-
some Otter Lake! Below are the membership numbers for 
2024 vs 2025 thus far.  

Please feel free to share this newsletter with new owners 
on the lake and others. Memberships support OLRAôs 
many projects and events. A membership form is on 
pg.10. Member benefits are on pg.11 and both can be 
found on our website under Memberships. 

Thanks for your support of our lake community!!! Have a 
wonderful holiday season and a healthy start to 2026!   
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Loon Update contôd 

 

The top 3 things we can do to help Loons are: 

1) Use Loon Friendly Fishing Tackle: Two big killers 
of Loons are ingested lead sinkers and discarded 
fishing line. By switching to non-lead tackle and re-
moving fishing line from lakes we can all help Loons.  

2) Keep Our Lakes Clear: Loons need clear water to 
see their prey. If they canôt see to hunt, they canôt 
feed their chicks. Lakes become cloudy when sedi-
ment washes into them. Naturalized shores with lots 
of vegetation help retain soils. Large boat wakes 
erode shorelines and can wash away eggs out of 
Loon nests too. Keeping wakes low, especially in nar-
row and shallow areas helps prevent erosion and 
helps keep our water clear.  

3) Fight Climate Change: Climate change is causing 
heavier rain events making lakes cloudy with runoff.  
The warming climate is also rapidly changing Loon 
habitat by increasing water and air temperatures 
which increases algal blooms. Black fly populations 
are also on the rise and the type that loves Loons can 
become so bothersome that Loons will abandon a 
nest.   

 

 

 

One can tell by the number of Loon photos and updates 
Otter Lakers share every year that we really love spotting 
our Loons and love hearing their unmistakable calls. 
Thank you for caring and looking out for them in our 
shared lake home. 

 

 

 

Youth Category - First Place   

by: Everitt Davis 

 Dec. 31  2024 Nov. 6, 2025 

Families 179 181 

Additional Family Members 273 295 

Totals 452 476 

Adult - People - 2nd  Place   

by: Ted Wiles 

https://olra.ca/category/bulletins/
https://olra.ca/category/events/
https://olra.ca/olra-membership/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/science/what-on-earth-1.7619290
https://www.cbc.ca/news/science/what-on-earth-1.7619290
https://esajournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ecy.4291
https://esajournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ecy.4291
https://www.apg-wi.com/sawyer_county_record/free/natural-connections-blackflies-affect-loon-nesting-activity/article_0788704c-a103-11ea-ac92-97ae7236d804.html
https://www.apg-wi.com/sawyer_county_record/free/natural-connections-blackflies-affect-loon-nesting-activity/article_0788704c-a103-11ea-ac92-97ae7236d804.html
https://www.apg-wi.com/sawyer_county_record/free/natural-connections-blackflies-affect-loon-nesting-activity/article_0788704c-a103-11ea-ac92-97ae7236d804.html
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Please give any new neighbours on the lake a warm Otter Lake welcome, share this newsletter 
and encourage them to join our OLRA family too! 



 
 
  

. 
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2nd Annual Otter Lake BBQ and Fair 

By: Rob Cribbie 
 

On August 9, 2025, OLRA hosted a BBQ/Fair. About 100 
Otter Lakers (and friends) came out to play games, win 
prizes, meet their lake neighbours and enjoy a tasty BBQ 
lunch. The event was again such a success that it has 
become an annual event! 

There were numerous games, all free, including a fish 
pond, knock over the bottles, ring toss, ball toss, etc. The 
óstand up the bottle with a ringô game was again a chal-
lenge for both kids and adults!  Kids collected tickets to 
exchange for prizes or enter draws. The stuffed bears 
were a big hit at the prize table this year!  

The Corn Hole tournament was again one of the high-
lights of the event, with eight teams competing for some 
fantastic prizes!  

There were also kidsô relay races this year, with teams  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

competing to fill bowls with water using sponges, carrying 
eggs on a spoon, etc. Thanks go to Islay Fairholm in the 
purple wig and her helper for leading the races! 

The Seguin volunteer firefighters kindly brought out a 
Fire Truck for families to see and sit in for photo ops 
which was a huge hit with kids!  

The prizes for the games/competitions were either donat-

ed or purchased using donated funds. Local businesses 

who contributed to the event included Bearly Used 

Books, Blitz Electric, Bowes Dental Centre, Bourgeois 

Motors, Cedarland Homes, Dent Bay Baking, Dentistry 

on the Bay, Dr. Erin Axt Optometry, Edward Jones, For-

est Hill Realty, Georgian Bay Whole Foods, Hall Con-

struction, Lakeside Mechanical, McDougall Insurance, 

 

 

 

 

2nd Annual Otter Lake BBQ and Fair Contôd   
 
McNabb Home Building Centre, Minuteman Press, Mor-
rowôs Plumbing and Heating, Otter Lake Marina, Parry 
Sound Excavation and Landscaping, Re/Max Cross-
town Barrie, Ritchie Insurance, Rona, The Beer Store, 
White Squall, and Wing House.  Many thanks to all! 

Georgian Bay Biosphere reps informed attendees about 
their new initiatives, cool bugs and lots more.  Non-
perishable food items and cash were also collected for 
the local Harvest Share food bank.  

Many thanks to our awesome volunteers (some below ) 

who made the event such a success!! Lastly, thanks to 
all the attendees who made this such a fun event!!  

We are already planning the 2026 BBQ for Aug. 8th, 
noon - 3pm, and look forward to seeing you there! If 
youôd like to help out and have some fun in the process  
please email info@olra.ca. 

A Wonderful First Season  

By: Naama Levy-Cooperman 

 

The Otter Lake Book Club officially launched in May, 

bringing together 13 enthusiastic readers for a season 

filled with thoughtful discussion, lively debate, and new 

connections around the lake. To kick things off, we con-

ducted two surveys: the first gathered membersô reading 

preferences, including genre, preferred length, and book 

suggestions. The second survey compiled these ... 

    (Contôd on pg.18) 

 
 
 
 
 

https://olra.ca/category/events/
https://olra.ca/category/ads/
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Enhanced Wakes - A Game Changer contôd 
 
In Ontarioôs cottage country the shoreline has thin soils and 
fragile vegetation that is eroded by enhanced wakes. Shore-
lines are the ñribbon of lifeò around lakes. It is estimated that 
up to 80% of species of terrestrial wildlife will use these are-
as at some point throughout their life cycle. Fish spawn and 
live near shores too so prop wash disturbing  lake beds and 
vegetation is of great concern.    

When large wakes erode shorelines, more sediment and 
nutrients are washed into the lake which increases algae 
blooms, topples shoreline trees and reduces water clarity 
affecting water filtering systems and species, like Loons, 
that need clear water to see their prey. Shore structures like 
docks are battered by enhanced wakes too.  

In Dr. Jamesô opinion, enhanced wakes are having the 
greatest impact on inland lakes of the last 11,000 years and 

that affect is happening 
fast.  

So how far is far enough 
to stay way from shore to 
allow enhanced wakes to 
dissipate? Dr. James says 
the science is pretty clear 
that 200m - 250 m mini-
mum is required. He sup-
plied a map of Otter Lake 
and Little Otter Lake  
showing how little room 
there is at those distances 
from shore (see red spots 
on the left). These recom-
mendations support the 
2023 Otter Lake Wave 
Study which found that 
94% of the total wave en-
ergy reaching the shores 
on Otter Lake was from 
boat wakes.    

The boating industry is 
wrestling with these scien-
tific findings as are consci-
entious wake boaters. The 
science is new so we are 
all living and learning.  

If you own a wake boat, 
did the seller advise you of 

the potential impacts of using it? Please drop us a line at 
info@olra.ca    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Enhanced Wakes - A Game Changer for 
Our Lakes 
By: Kerry Mueller  
 

Are wake boats compatible with inland lakes? Only on 
lakes bigger than Otter Lake according to Dr. Timothy 
James a Haliburton cottager, professor at Queens Uni-
versity and a board member of Safe Quiet Lakes (SQL).  

In a thoughtful video, Dr. James explains why enhanced 
wake boats are a game changer. The waves generated 
by wake boats are 6-12x more powerful than that of tradi-
tional recreational boats. That wave energy travels on the 
surface towards shores and down toward the lake bed. 

For context, on the Great Lakes, a ñsurfable waveò is only 
generated in the biggest winter storms. These man made 
ñoceanò sized waves are now affecting our inland lakes.  

 

9ċŰċĬċќƚШΞΜΞΡШcŸũŔĬċǃШÑƖċŔŰ 
[ƨũũШÉĦőĲĬƨũĲШ9ċŰШ7ĲШ[ŸƨŰĬШcĲƖĲЮШ 
* Nov. 30th 3 pm - 3:20 in Mactier 

* Nov. 30th 4:30 pm - 5pm in Parry Sound 

Ý Donate non-perishable food items and 
cash for those less fortunate. Hear great, 

https://sobr.ca/watersheds-canada-restoring-the-ribbon-of-life/#:~:text=This%20program%20focuses%20specifically%20on,et%20al.%2C%202023).
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y-VZvVGk5Q0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y-VZvVGk5Q0
https://olra.ca/recording-of-the-2023-otter-lake-wave-study-presentation-june-5th-2024/
https://olra.ca/recording-of-the-2023-otter-lake-wave-study-presentation-june-5th-2024/
https://www.queensu.ca/geographyandplanning/people/james-timothy
https://www.queensu.ca/geographyandplanning/people/james-timothy
https://safequiet.ca
https://safequiet.ca/our-initiatives/safe-wakes-coalition/lake-aging-and-the-role-of-enhanced-wakes/
https://www.cpkcr.com/en/community/HolidayTrain
https://gis.cpkcr.com/arcgis/rest/directories/arcgisoutput/HolidayTrain/Canada_Holiday_Train_Route.pdf


 

Our Local Advertisers continued... 

Many thanks go to our local 
advertisers for their          
continued support!  

We wish you a great holiday 
season and all the best for 

2026!  
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Cottage Voices 

By: Richard Hood 

 

Iôd never thought that my floorboards told stories.   It 
seemed so random.  Sometimes they spoke when one of 
my kids jumped up and down the stairs.  Other times, 
when I was in the cottage alone, Iôd hear a sudden snap, 
or even shuffling footsteps.  

These experiences got me thinking of all the ways my 
cottage communicates its history.   Built in 1910, it was 
one of the first constructions on Otter Lakeéso there was 
a lot to tell!   

I spent one summer with my eldest daughter Jennifer re-
placing floor joists full of dry rot.  Some were even sitting 
on old tree stumps, patiently waiting for nature to take its 
course.  We squeezed into the two-foot crawl spaces with 
12-ton jacks.  It was not fun.   

Jennôs echo caught my attention.  ñDad, thereôs writing on 
this joist!ò 

ñHold onéIôll crawl over.ò  I hit my head on the joist three 
times before I reached her. 

Sure enough, in large letters surrounding a smiley face, 
were the words: óDuBuc Brothers, Montrealô.  I found out 
later that these were the craftsmen who build the cottage, 
who demurely celebrated their achievements on the floor 
joists.   

While cleaning out the cottage after we bought it in 1996, 
we found an old óBluebell Islandô flag, proudly sporting a 
hand-stitched blue bell!  Amidst sheafs of loose-leaf pa-
per, tattered and curled, someone had written a timetable 
of the arrivals and departures of trains from Elliott House.   

Sometimes the remnants told not-so-exciting stories.  I 
wish I hadnôt seen (or touched) the ten horsehair mat-
tresses that eased the previous occupants to sleepéor 
the thirty-five empty propane cannisters strewn around 
the property.    

A couple of years ago I received a message from a cou-
ple in Montreal, relatives of the DuBucs, wondering if they 
could stop by to see the cottage where they had spent 
several wonderful summers as kids. 

ñOh, youôve screened in the porch!  It used to be held up 
by birch-bark branches in the old days.ò  For some time 
they quietly walked around listening to the cottage, re-
membering their laughter, their sunburns, their cousins.   

As they prepared to leave, they commented: ñWe like 
what youôve done.  There are changes, but itôs still the 
cottage we knewò.   

Afterwards, as I sat on the porch, a brisk breeze sang 
through the screens.   

 

Richard Hood 

November, 2025 

 

     

 

https://gis.cpkcr.com/arcgis/rest/directories/arcgisoutput/HolidayTrain/Canada_Holiday_Train_Route.pdf


 
16 

 

 

 

Our Local Advertisers contôd Thank you for your support!! 

 


