Otter

info@olra. ca
www. ol ra. ca
OLRAOtteronLdlbe

2025 Photo Contest Overall Wi nni

ng P
Adult Scenery Category by Te

h
d W
Join Us on These 2026 Dat es

OLRA Annual Gener alT Mes.t i Mgy (IAIM)0 26
Join your | ake neighbo@pssm VvVioa AdoomAHGMesntntcd mela her

Mayor Ann MacDiarmid, Councillors Ken Adam$s and -
tiatives (i .e. | ake water testing, gol f tour name
members and OLRA initiatives will also take pl ac

2026 OLRA Family -BBaX .anAdugruasitr -83 hpm N
at the Foley Community Centre (rain or shine)
Come on out to play games (free for all ages), S
me al . Win prizes tool!l! Meal tickets on al e st
your neighbours, family members and guestsI Fun

....................------—-—__——



https://www.facebook.com/otter.lake.35

2 -

Content s
Current OLRA
Covelrmage Courtesyééocéfé . Ted é Wi | es. Boar d of Direclt or

El ecti ng Ouéré éEExéeécéuétéiéveet é 2
Current OLRA BOééééééé@lrECI@HaS|r/ Presid[@mrtr/y Muell er

From the Chaér ./ . PEésgrdent Communi cati ons

Loon UpdatteE cébéécbéeccéedeé. 4 Vice PresidenRob Cribbie
R, L Secretary Naama -Levy

Otter Lake Méééwaédec¥pdédte. 4 Cooper man

The Blast At the Hal.l..QuWarr YTrOeds ur8drh,/ 2NredmbMu eslhlier

Lake Stewar ds.hi.p..Rep.a.r.t.5 Lake Steward open

Mayor Ann Machadlalr m2 @2.5....] RﬁeporP!rBCtor Rlchard hlo od

W 4 1 ¢ Keho A d& {6 Director David Amy

ar cunciehoRdsep.or.. Director Brad Chittick

Ward 2 Counc-Markroo BepayitWsKi|pirector David Deeks

2025 OLRA Photo €ogtéesgt.s Wi'ners

First Annual OLRA . .@cléfé €P@our nament

OLRA MemberskbépéRépért.e. .. 0% Sem@0.251 .0LRA béyamrilt

OLRA Member shi p éReénée.wa.léérorinde are afbeodmtsrsoci ati on which |
honour!
10 Benefits of Beiérégééaén.OL’LFlAA l\/éetmber

rong sense of place and ce¢

Our Local Adevééeéeééeseéetd,anlds 16 has kept OLRA going over gener
2nd Annual OLRAé ®B&E @dd. LBai rcO0me together to have fun, to
contribute to our community ar

Otter LakedAoWwokndcdrufbul é11s3 SeasoPeauin ToHaghip) andfot her
Cottage 6\BGiCoassb 66666666, . 14%8;’?%2;‘:&}3{eé‘gﬁef;e'r'atas’”ato”*OE”‘
EnhancediAWaGaense Changer for gﬂ"FzALﬁlf%%'e?nrjages wWith other c
Brooks Transfer. Séaééeéeaés&Si yNGeor gi an Bay Bi osp(h@BR) Mnr dwhoi
2025 Safe Quiet Laké&sé&ESuleyOtReesrulliaske aehnlf LiaE]tle Otter Le
. . P P S S Government [t @ uRdrtinesr Progr a
Moonl it R&ddée&cdédnééécé. é. 1 festise@ phafe@)Oui ESOLRKESee pg
and Muskoka Watershed Counci l

El ect ndg Our EXECAthia'V'Q OLRA hosts soci al eV e

Our Board wel comes new me mbeabsouatn d onceaw iadcetaisviftoires and hov

i mproving |ife at awesome Otéheerc kL aOkAeB saunodlnerlinllitrotzﬁl.oecrA(ﬁtmtse nd

Lake. Objecandeshe 10 benefits of st

Could that be you? (Pg. 8%) we all strive to preser
. : .o (dg.ncluding Little Otter Lakel!l)

1 you are 'nte—ream@de'amejd"é“h'arﬁgedt,hefreshwater jewel it s

nomi nating committee member eknnvoyw ol £0 €1 HoaW) |, 0O F| g8 mayi

i nfo@oWe@.lcave to to know you and % o'W

get

yoa | i ke to contribute to oufhgvomdeged Ut'y@tétaﬁlrme}sar{%@ey%(hw: i
muni ty. on the day of the Annual Gener
The OLRA Board can consist odndypa tfoe W tpheM@pSe risn, tehgec ps ummer

with a three year term. A Board _member whose term i s

expiring.maeyi ercun ofnar rNeominaﬁzggv?g‘;?%%nlgng?bﬁrzeare eltegtteﬁe
made during the year and froandr?haet ftlhoeorAGaﬁ_ t&uer?;hgc%\f OLRA r
OLRA Nominating Committee Me&mb@érmembers and may vote at
Kerry MuBddeérChittick OLR®&202%GM wi | ITubees doany May 12t h
518684549 0-60-8236 from9pm via (Beemthe front cove

Naama {Cewyer man See yban!



https://olra.ca/category/our-board/
https://www.seguin.ca/en/index.aspx
https://foca.on.ca/
https://foca.on.ca/
https://www.gbbr.ca/
https://foca.on.ca/lake-partner-program-overview/
https://foca.on.ca/lake-partner-program-overview/
https://safequiet.ca/
https://www.muskokawatershed.org/
https://olra.ca/our-association/
olra.ca
https://olra.ca/our-association/
https://olra.ca/our-association/

_

From The Chair [/ Presidé&mom the Chair /@@[éPresi dei
By : Kerry Muell er

i n early 2026 .

2025 has been eventful to S VY, espite al t hee
gl obal tensions, or possibly::athe udcahnt'\ﬁ dthaessteodvdna OSfTR(
antidote, the OLRA board and amsal\poy > ot 1A " °md hien t © we f
devoted time and energy to fIn Ry c“nfe s t}ies © we
we |l | as to our | ake water te atd negs'[I attéaatlt east It hrand al mo
want"e% 't"d grant only 2060r STR |
Thanks to fresh ideas from nCeOwNeo afrid SmidrdfBErvseidnidypdse ss fron
new events happened this seadnNohnualThlel CFenNsses AMERfuea [PT O eCt e
Golf Tournament was held i n PAuWGOUsadmM.whlihceh ewsalsi maferet ybarj
descri ichce adedts etei meage 9) . Collingwhd@6 wzig2460063.55
The first season of the Ottelrn Qckter B200025 dlItu bWawsa st €apl Osfot e d t
a hit both socially and i nt eGolelcitnioaysoFogring eanrtta||c5| haandt sd e c |
bonded over their reading expever‘éhn"U@eémo(n%gég E @s ha
Watch for both of these evenitf™NOoV.g ZQZ5 .540Nn]| nVi 7mf7ﬁthe 20
been granted or were Gpemdlm.ng :
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again this year with severaltogv“ﬁnmﬁarlainniglDesem\fepircbzleslp g
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and vote on such as the curitoounssn ftoox jouns ttihfey rtiagxhpta ybeyr s ub :
Cathy Morrison which won f i rpsrtogprrain?e Winl It hnea nAyd udTtR owner s
Wildlife Categ@Gobmwgf(atse pagalsBy)sttheem and ri sk fines?ermsel.l
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Our typical Lake Stewardshi pg ' Partner
Program (LPP) and Benthos ; . =
compl eted again this season.Ss s pMany thank
now have is yielding some >==gp to all
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(see pg. 4) ILna kaed dWattieorn ,T eas &= contribute
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|l akes for 50 parameters, 16f §apghve
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Adams and Mari o Buszynski eewgbetter
6 and 7) Seguin has had aege ahdays
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pg 17), makingSepooagme ©O$ f o —enjoy this
reviaew approving the buil sadi tion. D
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political aclimatee chtahil €£ng '
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https://olra.ca/galleries/2025-olra-photo-contest-entries-review-the-photos-here-and-then-use-the-voting-link-emailed-to-olra-members/
https://olra.ca/galleries/2025-olra-photo-contest-entries-review-the-photos-here-and-then-use-the-voting-link-emailed-to-olra-members/
https://olra.ca/results-lake-water-testing-for-contaminants/
https://olra.ca/results-lake-water-testing-for-contaminants/
https://letsconnectseguin.ca/seguin-township-official-plan-review
https://letsconnectseguin.ca/seguin-township-official-plan-review
https://www.instagram.com/thenestlifeca/
https://letsconnectseguin.ca/mzo-application
https://www.orilliamatters.com/local-news/column-orillias-forced-sprawl-comes-with-a-huge-price-tag-11483475
https://www.villagereport.ca/village-picks/results-of-collingwoods-short-term-rental-rules-speak-volumes-mayor-11399218
https://www.villagereport.ca/village-picks/results-of-collingwoods-short-term-rental-rules-speak-volumes-mayor-11399218
https://cwood.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=a3406a2d832942d78299895d2e05ccd3
https://cwood.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=a3406a2d832942d78299895d2e05ccd3
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Loon Updat e Otter Lake Marina Update
By : Kerry Muell er By : Deb Smith

Two Loon chick survived this
Otter Lake and one on Little our
hi ghest number of surviving c¢

This year brought a good numb
back to Otter Lake too. Septe
photo of 10 Loons feeding tog

Anot her great season has come
- ~- ‘*“fy " busy working on haul out. We a
compl eted in early November pe
- “ conditions Unfortunately, we
October which has sl owed the g
Hopefully most of -Bhgmsaokdsewhoni ng, 2
will breed on their natal Ia%%%k'l'?mgxké%?% §h LRHesummer we
ound the ake to be quiet at
According to the Birds Canadah€oWmmdh- LODnalsyaysy,K Wwe enjoye
from 120706 Loons in Canada s|~°’gen""|5f0|”caln”td ycatching up. We als
increased their numbers. How%@etrh 5\/ eWh'ZB%S'%n?ilways 9r
2022 t he dLaoctoan sphoopwsl at i ons droqm:peednaruqar ut is complete we ¢
14%.o0o0on numbers in Canada aYEiﬁnbibbfWVbhg@athﬂ'grup for t he
sustainabl e goal range &®hich is good since Canada
popul ation represents 94% ofWehkoRe odWuer ponpe|Ras oa, safe, N
season and | ook forward to see
Some of their big challengess@ariengnes that we can help
fix.
The Bl ast at the Hall Qu a
By: Kerry Muell er
Sever al property owners in the
Goddard Cr escé@éntlLaanndd n@ar tfeerl t
on Oct. 8th at 3:46 pm that s
checking their structures and
Brian Hindley was one such pro
Crescent who reached#dabut to CI
Construwmtigow)e feedback on the
open communications about it.
the likes f mehirebildemgs had
before Clayton HaII was quit e
The upshot is tha Hal It €onstr
] R prevent any recurrletncwsasofrespuocrh
This&yegaung Otted9IL2Ke20UD2%Mme plast was felt in the Otte
by Mi ke Kitagawa overpressure (i .e. abiyr tchoen chulsas
and not a vibration through tFh

Codlt on Page 9 —



https://hallinc.ca/
https://hallinc.ca/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/science/what-on-earth-1.7619290
https://www.cbc.ca/news/science/what-on-earth-1.7619290
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Lake Stewardship ReportlLake Stewardshiagp Report c
By : Kerry Mueller

Il s there |l egislation regulatin
. . . .
The 2025 OLRA | ake stewardship-gihpgr{()rejie'ocﬁts1ngtnhoagt;avxrée'arloetIgg;;:?fa
concluded provided some surprissailr}g baer'|c1f.|galssporesaodmer hsadhua'rbo
concerning data results WhiCha"%q(i%rqetlhoeo%irnoq/mo_tf_ourrtehg%rl'
The OLRRKRe Water Testing for Ccﬁrﬁtﬁs}b@{?qgﬁ?e'sscIpr?s%el—glutilneSh/atsownnost/C
jewas compl et eldha nr eAsmuglutssti ed u s
of the importance of maintai*ningc ou,r. gr Eag Water L_ Ilt.rz
tion systems to effecti-velliy Kk ecp OJLFI' to e ua L
which can makéleastdi tUhitTheovildds tfhegProt ectiiChd odtharkqpapteir
testfiomgthese. Testing often i$iamigob@rmpi@emosere to chlori
freshwater is 12I0e mgéafe Hewel
Water sampling famkeh®alromgrr Broaiuidn &hrl coard dskalrt Muts kpek a
gram (wasP)again completed. Thrloéllgé‘st\nletﬁptphté"beorsvoefttersnunsﬁ
moni tor the clarity of our Iakoef WA T & Ty v Iethi tok S ft:elflgjnltf_%ke P
composition for total phosphorus Tt ol gj g
Sul phate has recently been add@d%ﬁ—@ﬁ—h—ﬁ—a—ﬁ—g—%—g 0gi «
done somewhatfl blmbowestchti on
ThBent hos bugs i n t hwsmuwmd)ai onitor|n
compl eted gt '?hree sites ((ng 0 V) nMUcs Iy hgEJ“’LeakCehlaonrd' doen el &vpe | s
Little Otter Lake).icadamasiee d uliylsl mMpcactigd el akneess on the 8anadi
the coaf omi hakes Thanks go cteontSeagluirne glicown s(hQupebec and Ont
for paying for the monitori ncghlodr itdwo oodn ct einotsrea wtiihormeseh icsgi hteers .
) concentrations (1_0 to 30 mg/ L)
The above studies, and pre V'C?r“esatonLeSk' sh aVreq 9l e€ Ng iU s Lawren
trending data on the health ©of a\ eswicml S umma -
rized annulaglulayt iicn Etnhve r.onment—theB(plbg,,nce mai ntains the 400
ivate individuals mainta
Some differences between Ottse,rdel_\,@alqeks(OLgegaLp'dn Lhaitdt®ai ns mu
Otter Lake (LOL) have emergeéeflostliy sand to mitigate slippe
1)The avérafgeTaxal kinds of kygSselguilfeTownship is continua
mud) in LOL is 25% |lower tcg‘@@rétnl PRTIPr PlePd €S tlo mini mi
and 2. only used sparingly on hard
2)The average percent of theI (p\plééjﬁd,otn SENSdfj ¥€, Taxa
(WEOY in LOL is:
T 63% |l ower {Sh!atne !1n oL OLRA wi || purchase chloride te
f 53% |l ower 4Shanre i2n OL test our | akes throughout the
3)Thehloiind&OL is 5x higher tdhagmhmpParQ% those results with
Why be conBemihkads® are the cr % f
food ichai aklets .pdSl l ution in o€t
growing problem since it ha

very difficult t o remove onch

See the chart bel ow which su
1631 tihne 2025 Aquatic .Enviro
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https://saltcoalition.ca/
https://saltcoalition.ca/
https://saltcoalition.ca/
https://ccme.ca/en/res/chloride-en-canadian-water-quality-guidelines-for-the-protection-of-aquatic-life.pdf
https://ccme.ca/en/res/chloride-en-canadian-water-quality-guidelines-for-the-protection-of-aquatic-life.pdf
https://publicfmwdocuments.s3.ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/21071207/FMW2025-02AR-Road-Salt-Pollution-in-Muskoka.pdf
https://publicfmwdocuments.s3.ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/21071207/FMW2025-02AR-Road-Salt-Pollution-in-Muskoka.pdf
https://publicfmwdocuments.s3.ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/21071207/FMW2025-02AR-Road-Salt-Pollution-in-Muskoka.pdf
https://publicfmwdocuments.s3.ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/21071207/FMW2025-02AR-Road-Salt-Pollution-in-Muskoka.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LN0tSTwiu-0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LN0tSTwiu-0
https://ccme.ca/en/res/chloride-en-canadian-water-quality-guidelines-for-the-protection-of-aquatic-life.pdf
https://ccme.ca/en/res/chloride-en-canadian-water-quality-guidelines-for-the-protection-of-aquatic-life.pdf
https://ccme.ca/en/res/chloride-en-canadian-water-quality-guidelines-for-the-protection-of-aquatic-life.pdf
https://www.seguin.ca/en/explore-play/roads.aspx
https://www.seguin.ca/en/explore-play/roads.aspx
https://www.seguin.ca/en/explore-play/roads.aspx
https://www.seguin.ca/en/explore-play/roads.aspx
https://olra.ca/results-lake-water-testing-for-contaminants/
https://www.myhealthunit.ca/en/public-health-services/private-drinking-water-testing.aspx
https://www.myhealthunit.ca/en/public-health-services/private-drinking-water-testing.aspx
https://foca.on.ca/lake-partner-program/
https://foca.on.ca/lake-partner-program/
https://olra.ca/the-2025-aquatic-environment-report-for-otter-lake-and-little-otter-lake/
https://www.muskokawatershed.org/blog/benthic-report-card/
https://www.muskokawatershed.org/blog/benthic-report-card/
https://foca.on.ca/salt-impacts/
https://foca.on.ca/salt-impacts/
https://foca.on.ca/salt-impacts/
https://olra.ca/the-2025-aquatic-environment-report-for-otter-lake-and-little-otter-lake/
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The Otter Lake Ratepayers’ Association (OLRA) would like
you to become a member too. Help us celebrate and
protect awesome Otter Lake!

Here are 10 Benefits of Being an OLRA Member:

1) Stay in the know with OLRA’s two newsletters (spring and fall) plus other updates.

2) Help protect our high lake water quality through our Lake Stewardship
initiatives: such as Benthos “bugs in the mud” monitoring, eDNA biodiversity
sampling, invasive species monitoring, wave studies, the Lake Partner Program and
water testing. Help ensure our lake ecology stays healthy and our property values
are maintained.

3) Support our Loon surveys, news updates and reporting to Birds Canada.
4) Have fun with neighbours at our annual BBQ, Golf Tournament and Book Club.

5) Participate, win prizes or just enjoy OLRA’s annual photo competition (see past
winners in the Galleries at olra.ca).

6) Strengthen our collective voice at Seguin Council and the province on matters
affecting you, your property and the lake environment. Stay informed about Public
Meetings.

7) Enjoy member benefits in the Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Association
(FOCA) as an OLRA member. You have access to all the research and programs
that they offer including discounted insurance programs.

8) Stay informed of initiatives by the Georgian Bay Biosphere, a globally important
ecological region, designated by UNESCO in 2004, in which Otter Lake is located.

9) Support and stay informed of initiatives by Safe Quiet Lakes (SQL) to promote safe
boating on our lakes.

10) Vote, learn and socialize at OLRA’s Annual General Meeting in May. Engage with
your neighbours, discuss key topics plus hear updates from our Council members.

In short, you'll feel good and do good by joining people who love Otter Lake and
are working to keep it the gem it is for decades to comel

Please join us at the OLRA AGM in the evening of May 12th, 2026 (via Zoom).

Learn about what's going on in our area and new initiatives by your Board. Find out
how you can become involved and have some fun tool

Thanks for your support of OLRA!!!
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https://sobr.ca/watersheds-canada-restoring-the-ribbon-of-life/#:~:text=This%20program%20focuses%20specifically%20on,et%20al.%2C%202023).
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y-VZvVGk5Q0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y-VZvVGk5Q0
https://olra.ca/recording-of-the-2023-otter-lake-wave-study-presentation-june-5th-2024/
https://olra.ca/recording-of-the-2023-otter-lake-wave-study-presentation-june-5th-2024/
https://www.queensu.ca/geographyandplanning/people/james-timothy
https://www.queensu.ca/geographyandplanning/people/james-timothy
https://safequiet.ca
https://safequiet.ca/our-initiatives/safe-wakes-coalition/lake-aging-and-the-role-of-enhanced-wakes/
https://www.cpkcr.com/en/community/HolidayTrain
https://gis.cpkcr.com/arcgis/rest/directories/arcgisoutput/HolidayTrain/Canada_Holiday_Train_Route.pdf
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