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The following conclusions can be drawn from the water quality results derived from 
this project: 

Conductivity surveys indicate that water throughout Otter Lake has similar 
watershed origins. The water in Little Otter Lake is slightly different and this may 
reflect differences in watershed or inflow characteristics. 
Phosphorus concentrations indicate that Otter and Little Otter Lakes are dilute, 
oligotrophic lakes with excellent water quality and no apparent trends since low-
level testing began in 2002. Testing in Little Otter Lake is sparse. 
Phosphorus concentrations in the enclosed embayments that were studied in 
2017 are similar in range to those measured over time in the main body of the 
lake by the Lake Partner Program. 
Bay#2 had elevated P concentrations compared to the other sample sites and 
higher concentrations approaching 20 µg/L in the late summer which are likely 
due to internal P loads that are introduced through anoxia in the bottom few 



meters of water. These conditions are likely natural and related to basin 
morphometry and watershed characteristics. 
Phosphorus measurements show some variation through time and from location 
to location but with no trends. There are trends in the long-term, Lake Partner 
Program water clarity results but the reasons for this are unclear. 






























