
 

Save These Dates: 
OLRA Annual General Meeting Sunday, May 21, 2023 
Join your lake neighbours from 9am-11:30 for guest speakers: Mayor Ann MacDiarmid, Council-
lors Ken Adams and Mario Buszynski plus updates on news, events and OLRA initiatives in 2023    

 

2023 OLRA Canada Day Boat Parade - July 1st, 2-4 pm 
Rain date: Sunday July 2nd  

 

2023 OLRA BBQ planned for Sat. August 12th, 5-8 pm 
at the Grand Tappattoo Resort.  Everyone welcome!  

   

  

Congrats  
Mike Haddrath 
for winning the  
Best Overall 

Photo  
and  

1st Place in the  
Adult Scenery  

Category!! 

Otter Lake News 
Fall 2022 
info@olra.ca 
www.olra.ca 
OLRA Otter Lake on fb 

https://www.facebook.com/otter.lake.35
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Electing Our Executive and What 
We Do  

 

We currently have a full compliment of 9 Board mem-
bers but there are always people rotating on and off the 
Board so if you are interested in joining us, please let a 
nominating committee member know or send an email 
to info@olra.ca 
 

Sept. 1
st 

2022 OLRA began its 61
st

 year! 
 

That is a VERY impressive history of generations of car-
ing Otter Lakers coming together to contribute to their  
lake community, protect our lakes, have fun, give us a 
collective voice at Seguin Township (Seguin) and other 
levels of government as well as the Federation of Ontar-
io Cottagers’ Associations (FOCA).   

OLRA also engages with other organizations such as 
the Georgian Bay Biosphere Mnidoo Gamii (in which 
Otter Lake and Little Otter Lake lie),  Safe Quiet Lakes 
(SQL),  the Muskoka Watershed Council , the Lake Part-
ner Program for our water testing, and most recently 
with Nature Metrics North America, Guelph ON for our 
new eDNA sampling project.  

Current OLRA 
Board of Directors 

 

President / Kerry Mueller 

Communications  

Vice President / MNR&F  Marty Chepesiuk 

Liason re: Lake Levels   

Secretary Nicole Mailloux 

Treasurer / Membership AJ Mueller 

Lake Steward  Brian Hindley 

BBQ  Gerry Doyle  

Director Rob Cribbie 

Director Brad Chittick 

Director David Amy  

  

  

As well, OLRA endeavors to host fun social events and 
inform residents about key issues, sustainable lake living 
and things to do in and around our area (see page 17). 

The OLRA Board of Directors can consist of up to 9 
Board members who each usually serve a three year 
term.  Check out Our Association on OLRA’s website for 
our Goals and Objectives  and the 10 great benefits of 
supporting OLRA (on pg 11) as we strive to preserve and 
protect Otter Lake and Little Otter Lake as the shared 
freshwater ecosystem jewels they are today! 

The Board typically meets four times a year: in February, 
on the day of the Annual General Meeting (AGM) on the 
May long weekend, in the summer and in the fall for a 
meeting and potluck social event with partners.  Due to 
COVID, we’ve missed our potluck for three years but 
hope to get back into socializing that way again in 2023.    

New Board members are elected at the Annual General 
Meeting (AGM). Nominations can also be made at the 
AGM. You must be a current OLRA member to be a 
Board member and to vote at the AGM. 

OLRA’s AGM is planned to be on Sunday May 21, 
2023 from 9 -11:30.  See the front cover for more details.   

Looking forward to seeing you then! 

 

   

Nominating Committee 

Kerry Mueller  Brad Chittick 

519-463-5454  905-601-8236 
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https://www.seguin.ca/en/index.aspx
https://foca.on.ca/
https://foca.on.ca/
https://www.gbbr.ca/
https://safequiet.ca/
https://www.muskokawatershed.org/
https://foca.on.ca/lake-partner-program-overview/
https://foca.on.ca/lake-partner-program-overview/
https://www.naturemetrics.co.uk/inside-nature-metrics/our-team/north-america/
https://olra.ca/our-association/
https://olra.ca/our-association/
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From The President  
By: Kerry Mueller 
 

It was a fantastic summer at Otter Lake and it is a truly 
exceptional fall.   AJ and I enjoyed a warm kayak 
paddle on Oct. 23rd and we are still finding tomatoes 
on our vines.  The leaves were the most colourful  in 
years and are captured in the stunning image below.   

Congrats to all the awesome entries and the winners in 
the 2022 OLRA Photo Contest. These delightful works 
can be enjoyed on olra.ca in Galleries and they grace 
our newsletters and other communications. Many 
thanks to Catherine Rakosy for beautifully organizing 
this popular event!! (see pg. 12) 

2022 has been a busy year. Kicking it off was the 
marking of OLRA’s 60th with a 60th Anniversary 
eBook. Thanks to all who contributed their fondest 
memories and photos of treasured times at Otter Lake!  

As of the AGM, two new Board members officially 
joined, Gerry Doyle and Rob Cribbie.  Both have 
jumped right in helping make OLRA tick.  Welcome 
and thank you both for all your efforts and fresh ideas!  

Our Lake Steward, Brian Hindley, continued OLRA’s 
water quality monitoring projects of testing the lake 
water and monitoring the bugs in the mud.  At the 2022 
AGM, the membership supported starting an exciting 
new eDNA sampling project using leading technology 
to help identify our lake’s biodiversity (see pg 4). 

Lots of fun was had at the 2nd annual Boat Parade 
(see pg 7) and the OLRA BBQ, Raffle and Trivia Event 
at Grand Tappattoo Resort (see our post and pg 7).  

Being a municipal election year, it was time to 
collaborate with neighbouring lake associations and 
residents to help host two Candidates Meetings.  I’d 
like to warmly congratulate Mayor Ann MacDiarmid 
who was acclaimed, our incoming Ward 1 Councillor, 
Ken Adams and our returning Ward 2 Councillor, Mario 
Buszynski. (See their articles on pages 6 and 7).  
Thank you for stepping up to serve our community.    

  

  

 

The OLRA Board looks forward to working constructively 
with all the members of this Council and Seguin staff in the 
coming years.  The new Council term starts on Nov. 15th.  

There is much for this Council to tackle.  Some topics that 
OLRA has been actively engaged in are: 

• Short term rentals (STRs): Residential zoned 
property, particularly lakeshore property, is 
increasingly being bought up by investors for the 
commercial use of STRs in Ontario. It goes against 
Seguin’s land use by-law which prohibits STRs in 
residential zones.  Seguin staff are now compiling the 
data from its most recent survey on the topic.  STRs 
was a hot election issue.  (For results of OLRA’s 2018 
survey click here.)  

• Seguin’s MZO application to rezone 700 acres in 
Ward 2 at the north end of Seguin:  The application 
is to allow development of largely residential housing 
to address the area’s housing shortage.   

• The draft Seguin Official Plan (OP) was released in 
the April 4th, 2022 Council package starting on page 
127-321. This Council will be finalizing it.  OLRA gave 
input in particular re: continuing to protect lakes from 
overdevelopment.  According to the draft OP Seguin 
was a fast growing municipality from 2016-2021 with: 

  22.7 % increase in population 

    1.7% increase in private dwellings.   

This trend is good for the municipal tax base and the 
economy but is putting pressure on attainable housing 
supplies and can potentially put pressure on the health 
of our lakes too if we are not careful.  

• The Seguin Shoreline Alteration By-law:  After 
public consultation this by-law is now due to be 
presented to Council. 

For more info on other initiatives, such as the West Parry 
Sound Aquatic and Recreational Center, and issues in 
which Seguin is engaged check out pages 6 & 7.   

This was another top year for Loon chicks hatching on 
Otter Lake and Little Otter Lake. The challenge was in 
them surviving the summer. (See pg 13)  

One pleasant trend of summer 2022, perhaps due to the 
high gas prices, perhaps due to more respectful boating, 
was a reduction in wakesurfing issues on Otter Lake. 
There is more and more scientific evidence of the harm of 
oversized waves eroding shores, damaging shore 
structures and even the lake bottom ecology. (see pg 15)    

It certainly was wonderful to have a more relaxed summer 
with family gatherings and in person events.  I wish you all 
a healthy rest of the fall and a great holiday season.  

—————————————————— 

This newsletter is a team effort and all those who 
contribute are much appreciated!! Drop us a note to 
info@olra.ca with questions / comments / photos.  You can 
reach me at  kerryemueller@gmail.com / 519-463-5454.  I 
look forward to seeing you around the lake. Enjoy reading!  

 

 

From the President  cont’d… 

2nd Place Winner of the Adult - Scenery Category 
Adam Walton 

https://olra.ca/galleries/
https://olra.ca/olras-60th-anniversary-ebook/
https://olra.ca/olras-60th-anniversary-ebook/
https://www.grandtappattoo.com/
https://olra.ca/olras-2022-bbq-and-lake-stewardship-raffle-fun-had-by-all/
https://www.seguin.ca/en/elections/resources/2022-Election/Unofficial-Election-Results-Chart-Council.pdf
https://www.orilliamatters.com/the-big-read/the-big-read-how-short-term-vacation-rentals-are-ruining-the-neighbourhood-5610400?utm_source=OrilliaMatters&utm_campaign=0084e807cb-DailyORI&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_36208ee662-0084e807cb-321490665
https://www.orilliamatters.com/the-big-read/the-big-read-how-short-term-vacation-rentals-are-ruining-the-neighbourhood-5610400?utm_source=OrilliaMatters&utm_campaign=0084e807cb-DailyORI&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_36208ee662-0084e807cb-321490665
https://www.orilliamatters.com/the-big-read/the-big-read-how-short-term-vacation-rentals-are-ruining-the-neighbourhood-5610400?utm_source=OrilliaMatters&utm_campaign=0084e807cb-DailyORI&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_36208ee662-0084e807cb-321490665
https://letsconnectseguin.ca/short-term-rentals?tool=brainstormer
https://olra.ca/check-out-this-lively-sometimes-heated-seguin-all-candidates-meeting-held-oct-12th-2022-top-issues-discussed-short-term-rentals-seguins-mzo-application-the-driveway-built-in-otter-lake/
https://olra.ca/check-out-this-lively-sometimes-heated-seguin-all-candidates-meeting-held-oct-12th-2022-top-issues-discussed-short-term-rentals-seguins-mzo-application-the-driveway-built-in-otter-lake/
https://olra.ca/check-out-this-lively-sometimes-heated-seguin-all-candidates-meeting-held-oct-12th-2022-top-issues-discussed-short-term-rentals-seguins-mzo-application-the-driveway-built-in-otter-lake/
https://letsconnectseguin.ca/mzo-application
https://calendar.seguin.ca/council
https://letsconnectseguin.ca/shoreline-alteration-tree-protection-bylaw-review
https://www.myparrysoundnow.com/67489/featured/work-on-west-parry-sound-aquatic-and-rec-centre-shifting-from-ideas-to-action/
https://www.myparrysoundnow.com/67489/featured/work-on-west-parry-sound-aquatic-and-rec-centre-shifting-from-ideas-to-action/
mailto:info@olra.ca
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OLRA Lake Stewardship Report cont’d 

 

present in water from traces of their DNA, is a rapidly 

emerging technology that has the potential to characterize 

the biodiversity in and around a waterbody by analysing a 

water sample containing DNA remnants. It has the 

potential to replace more traditional means of sampling the 

organisms (fish, invertebrates, etc.) using nets and traps, 

and also to identify many more species that traditional 

sampling can miss.  

Below are two YouTube videos describing what eDNA is 

and it’s potential to describe the biodiversity of organisms 

in and around a lake and test for rare or invasive species  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TQdTV1rAlWY 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N8m8SLQZX0Q 

At the 2022 OLRA AGM, the membership supported a 

small eDNA project to measure and monitor the 

biodiversity of aquatic and terrestrial organisms in and 

around Otter Lake.  

Of particular interest will be the detection of species at risk 

in order to help protect them and their habitat.  Also, the 

early detection of invasive species will help to protect the 

lake from such invaders.  

Because sample analysis is relatively expensive, only 6 

eDNA samples were collected on August 6, 2022 and 

submitted for analysis on August 12, 2022. Results are 

expected in the late fall.  

In an effort to maximize coverage, each sample included 2 

samples which were combined for analysis, one from a 

bay in the lake and one from an inlet stream discharging 

into that bay. The inlet streams drained a number of 

different aquatic habitats, including watercourses, wetlands 

and other lakes flowing into ours including Rankin Lake, 

Salmon Lake and Sovereign Lake.  Water temperatures 

were about 25 C in the bays, but ranged from 15 – 25 C in 

the inflowing streams. The following photos illustrate some 

of the habitats sampled: 

 

 

 

 

OLRA Lake Stewardship Report  

By: Brian Hindley 

 

Otter Lake eDNA Sampling Program 

Within the last decade, a technology called environmen-

tal DNA (eDNA) has been increasingly used as a means 

of assessing animal biodiversity in aquatic (marine and 

freshwater) environments, particularly in remote or inac-

cessible locations, where more traditional means of sam-

pling organisms is impractical, uneconomic or lacking 

biological expertise. Nature Metrics is a leading biomet-

rics company specializing in eDNA, metabar coding 

(DNA “fingerprinting”) and species typing that is working 

with the International Union for Conservation of Nature 

(IUCN) to develop a global database of species in sup-

port of the IUCN objective of conservation of the Earth's 

biodiversity and sustainable use of biological resources. 

Recently, this technology is becoming a more main 

stream bioassessment method as it has been expanded 

into North America and freshwater environments. 

There are several reasons why OLRA decided to under-

take this eDNA project: 

• In recent years, federal/provincial/municipal govern-

ment support for biodiversity and fish community 

studies has been lacking, while pressure from growth 

around the lakes is increasing 

• Impacts of climate change are becoming more and 

more of a threat to native plant and animal species 

• OLRA has continued to look for ways to enhance our 

understanding and capability to protect the health of 

Otter Lake and Little Otter Lake 

• This emerging eDNA technology is an opportunity to 

monitor lake biodiversity 

• Traditional biological  studies to do this are costly, 

require sacrificing organisms and often miss some 

• With Nature Metrics, samples/results are maintained 

in a database that can be re-assessed as new spe-

cies are “fingerprinted” 

• Volunteers can be trained on sample collection/

preservation making future sampling easy and cost 

effective 

• eDNA biodiversity monitoring complements the other 

water testing and benthic invertebrate monitoring 
OLRA is already doing  

This past winter, the OLRA board was approached by 

Cameron von Bratt, a local biologist with a background in 

eDNA sampling, with a proposal to collect and analyze 

water samples from Otter Lake and Little Otter Lake. The 

use of eDNA to identify organisms (invertebrates, fish, 

reptiles/amphibians, birds, mammals)  

 

Long Arm / Link Property Tributary 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TQdTV1rAlWY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N8m8SLQZX0Q
https://www.naturemetrics.co.uk/
https://www.iucn.org/
https://www.iucn.org/
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OLRA Lake Stewardship Report cont’d 

 

 

 

 

Three eDNA samples funded by Kerry and AJ Mueller 

remain to be collected. These will likely be collected in  

 

 

 

 

 

the spring of 2023 from several vernal (spring melt) pools 

on their property and a small watercourse/wetland. 

 

Broken Link Trail / Sunny Point Bay Tributary  Mud Bay / Sovereign Lake Tributary  

  

What Is Involved in eDNA Sampling and Analysis?  

Continued on page 9. 
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Seguin Township Fall 2022 Report  

By: Mayor Ann MacDiarmid 

 

The 2022 election has seen both much consistency in 
Seguin Council with the acclamation or election of 4 
incumbent councillors and the addition of 3 new 
councillors.  I believe that it is my task now to ensure 
that we can bring the 3 new councillors up to speed with 
the many exciting major projects that the council has 
underway, specifically: 

• the building of the West Parry Sound Aquatic and 
Recreation Centre,   

• the Parry Sound Area Municipal Airport expansion 
and refurbishment, 

• the rezoning of over 700 acres of land to allow for 
the much needed housing, 

• the Official Plan adoption,  

• the revisions to the shoreline alteration and short 
term rental bylaws. 

With the election results, we must thank councillors 
Coles, Moffatt and Osborne for their dedicated service 
to the Township and its ratepayers.  We will continue to 
focus on the importance of seasonal roads becoming 
year round and the long-term project of building a 
campus of care to help ensure that many members of 
our community will have the opportunity to age in place 
with a continuum of care. 

Our senior staff are preparing briefings for our new 
council and training on council, township procedures 
and codes of conduct will begin December 1, 2022.  
Inauguration of the new council is planned for 7:00PM 
November 21, 2022 at the Orrville Community Centre – 
all are invited to attend.  

I hope that you will all have read about the recent 
signing of a Memorandum of Understanding between 
the Township of Seguin and the Wasauksing First 
Nation.  This is just the beginning of a journey of 
learning and discovery with the Anishinaabe of 
Wasauksing. Elders are the strength of the Wasauksing 
community and Seguin Council and staff are embarking 
on a journey of learning about the elders as a source of 
inspiration, guidance, history, language, culture and 
heritage that are the foundation of their community. The 
actions of Seguin will be founded on effective 
communication and openness with the Wasauksing and 
all other communities to ensure that all benefit from our 
actions. 

As we move into the end of autumn,  I urge everyone in 
the OLRA community to visit www.letsconnectseguin.ca 
regularly to participate in the many Halloween events 
taking place throughout Seguin, The Remembrance Day 
ceremonies at 3 locations and the upcoming Santa 
Claus Parade and holiday celebrations.  Our arena is 
open for public skating and I hope that we will see our 
outdoor ice rinks and cross country ski trails thrive as 
winter approaches.  Please be safe on the roads. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Seguin Township Fall 2022 Report cont’d 

 

While the worst of COVID-19 appears to be behind us, 
Seguin facilities remain mask friendly and vaccination 
proof is still required for staff and key volunteers.  I urge 
everyone to continue to practice health hygiene, keep 
your flu and COVID vaccines up to date in order to 
keep you and all of our community safe and healthy. 

Ann MacDiarmid    
annmacdiarmid@seguin.ca   
705-346-2210 (cell) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ward 1 Councillor Report, Seguin Twp. 
By: Councillor Ken Adams 
 

I would like to formally introduce myself, I am Ken 
Adams newly elected Councillor for Ward 1 Seguin 
Township.  My wife and I have 2 children and 6 
grandchildren and live on Horseshoe Lake. 

I retired from Seguin Township as Supervisor of 
Community Service in December of 2021. 

I am excited and privileged to represent Ward 1 and 
Seguin Township as a whole for the next 4 years.  I 
know this requires commitment and hard work and I am 
eager to listen to the views of all residents and other 
Councillors and bring us all together as a common aim. 

I admire and cherish this area which holds strong family 
roots and am excited for what we can all accomplish 
together. 

Periodically, I will send out email updates so please 
send me your email to be on the list to receive them.  

Please contact me at any time 
at  adamsken038@gmail.com   or 705-471-7549 (cell) 

1st Place 
Winner of 

the Wildlife 
Category - 

Bruce 
Archer 

https://www.parrysound.com/community-story/10747545-wasauksing-first-nation-seguin-township-establish-first-of-its-kind-understanding/
https://www.parrysound.com/community-story/10747545-wasauksing-first-nation-seguin-township-establish-first-of-its-kind-understanding/
https://www.parrysound.com/community-story/10747545-wasauksing-first-nation-seguin-township-establish-first-of-its-kind-understanding/
about:blank
mailto:annmacdiarmid@seguin.ca
mailto:adamsken038@gmail.com


 
O Canada!  
By Nicole Mailloux 

 
It was a sunny July 2nd, 2022, on Otter Lake and several 
boats had already registered with Dave and Dianne Amy, on 
their pontoon boat flying OLRA’s banner flag. This was 
OLRA’s second boat parade! More boats showed up and 
registered, in total 13 registrations.  

 
 

There were so many Canadian flags, large and small, blow-
ing proudly in the wind…and it was quite a windy day! Eve-
ryone was proudly showing off their boats, each with its 
unique festive decorations. The smiles could be seen for 
miles, and friendly voices and laughs could be heard all 
around. 

Denise Exler, arrived with the OLRA megaphone and provid-
ed important parade details.  The lead boat, with Nicole 
Mailloux and Brian Hindley, took its position, with John Exler 
in the anchor boat. Every other boat lined up in between and 
the parade was on its way.   

 

Parents, friends, children, pets and entire families were all 
out on their docks, waiting patiently for the parade and as 
the boats passed by, they waved and cheered, and    
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Ward 2 Councillor Report, Seguin Twp. 
By: Councillor Mario Buszynski 
 

I would like to thank all the residents of Ward 2 in Se-
guin who gave me the opportunity to represent them at 
Council once again.  I especially want to thank the 
members of OLRA, many of whom I have known for 
many years and consider friends. 

A lot has happened over the last 4 years when I have 
been off Council.  A draft Official Plan has been put for-
ward for review.  OLRA has expressed many concerns 
about the Plan and I will ensure that these concerns are 
discussed and acted upon in Council.   

The process of combining the Belvedere Heights home 
with a similar home at the Parry Sound Hospital (which 
was started during my term on the Belvedere Board) 
will continue, ultimately significantly reducing a financial 
burden to Seguin ratepayers.   

The previous Seguin Council applied for a “Minister’s 
Zoning Order” for a large part of the north end of Ward 
2 adjacent to Parry Sound and the Rose Point Road.  It 
has not yet been approved and is being objected to by 
the Town of Parry Sound.  Background studies indicate 
that more than 2,000 people could be accommodated 
there.  This is more than the present population of 
about 1,600 eligible voters in the Ward.  While the de-
tails have only been discussed “in camera” and are 
therefore confidential, I will familiarize myself with the 
proposal and report back when possible. 

In my discussions with residents, I heard a lot of con-
cern about the state of our roads.  The Director of Pub-
lic Works has been replaced and I will be reviewing with 
the new Director what our municipality plans to do over 
the short and long term and what areas will receive pri-
ority. 

The short-term rental issue was a big one during the 
election and I will advocate for the position taken in the 
OLRA survey and will report back on the Township’s 
survey.  Seguin hired a lawyer to advise them on the 
issue when I was on Council and he is still involved, 
showing the complexity of the problem.   

There are numerous other issues in Ward 2, including 
the Salmon/Clear Lake development, the gasoline spill 
into Oastler Lake and others.  I look forward to tackling 
these issues on your behalf. 

If you would like to receive an email update from me on 
Seguin Council matters, please send me your email.   
 

Mario Buszynski 

mario.buszynski@gmail.com  

416-254-6614 (cell)  

 

 

.  

 

 

The Link Family - Best Overall  

Al Hanks and Crew—Most Creative   
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O Canada! cont’d! 

 
everyone in the boats waved and cheered back.  

All the boats filed by the judges on the Otter Lake Mari-
na dock, and all Boat Captains and Crews did their best 
to impress the judges.  It was a tough and difficult deci-
sion as all boats tried to outdo the other. 

The boats continued to battle the wind and choppy 
waves. More and more boats were losing their decora-
tions in the wind, and for safety reasons, were dropping 
out of the parade along the route. The anchor and lead 
boats conferred and determined that it was best to end 
the parade. The boats sheltered in the bay across from 
Carter’s Landing. There, the winners were announced 
and the remaining boats could now head home safely. 
It’s unfortunate that the route could not be completed, 
and apologies go out to all who were left on their docks 
waiting and wondering…. 

Al Hanks and Crew won the Most Creative award, Mor-
ris Eddy and Crew won the Most Otter Lake Spirit, Kevin 
Westra and Crew won the Most Patriotic, and the Link 
Family won the Best Overall and Trophy.  

 

It was a wonderful day, and OLRA thanks all partici-
pants and volunteers who make the Canada Day Otter 
Lake Boat Parade possible! 

 

THANK YOU!! 

 

A special thank you to Jeff and Deb Smith, owners of 
the Otter Lake Marina, for generously donating 2 adult 
sweatshirts as prizes, as well providing a space for our 
judging panel on the marina docks.  

A big shout out to Dianne and Dave Amy for handling 
the registration, as well as to Kim Karges, Brent Os-
borne and Denise Exler for the difficult job of judging.  
Many thanks to Nicole Mailloux and Brian Hindley for 
leading the parade and to John Exler for being in the 
anchor boat as well as to Gerry Doyle and Terry 
McGlade for taking such terrific pictures!  

Check out all the great pictures on olra.ca in Galleries! 

 

OLRA Membership Report  

By: AJ Mueller 
 

As of Oct. 14th, 2022 the OLRA membership has grown 
again by 2 families and a total of 29 total members over 
where we ended up in 2021.  It is wonderful to see this 
34% increase in total membership over the last five 
years (368 vs 494) due to the great team work of the 

OLRA Board and volunteers who make OLRA tick. 

Many thanks to all who support OLRA and have gener-
ously donated to the environment and reserve funds too!  

If you know of a new owner on the lake or someone who 
may just be unaware of OLRA, our many environmental-
ly focused initiatives and social events, please share this 
newsletter with them.  A membership form is on pg. 10; 
membership benefits are on page 11.  One can get this 
info on our website too. Thanks for your support!! 

 

 

Otter Lake Marina Update 

By: Deb Smith 

 

As usual the 
spring and 
summer sea-
sons have 
flown by. We 
had another 
great season 
and enjoyed 
connecting 
with everyone 
again! 

Now that fall 
has arrived 
on the lake 
we are feeling 
the cooler 
temperatures 
but also en-

joying the beautiful colours of the season. 

Although it has been a little cool and wet, the fall haul out 
is well on its way. We hope the weather cooperates over 
the next couple weeks as we hope to have all boats and 
personal watercraft in storage by the first week of No-
vember. 

We wish everyone a wonderful winter season and look 
forward to seeing everyone again in the spring! 

 

 

 

 

 

 Oct. 14,  2022 Dec. 31, 2021 

Families 185 183 

Additional Family Mem-

bers 
309 282 

Totals 494 465 

Morris Eddy and Crew—Most Otter Lake Spirit 

https://olra.ca/galleries/
https://olra.ca/olra-membership/


 

Lake Stewardship Report cont’d  

 

This long-term program is very important as an indicator 
of general water quality in the lakes. 

To date, 6 water samples have been collected from Otter 

and Little Otter Lakes in 2022.   Generally, water temper-

atures and Secchi depths have been similar to past 

years, which is no surprise. Sample results are expected 

in the spring of 2023. 

 

Benthic Invertebrate Sampling 

As part of an ongoing environmental quality monitoring 
program, Georgian Bay Biosphere Mnidoo Gamii 
(GBBMG) has been assessing the health of about 50 
lakes within its jurisdiction by collecting benthic inverte-
brates (bugs in the mud) from the shallow muddy waters 
of these lakes, including Otter/Little Otter Lakes.  

Benthic invertebrates are small, soft bodied organisms, 
such as snails, clams, crayfish, scuds, mayflies and 
aquatic worms, that live in the lake bottom. In addition to 

providing vital food for fish, loons and other wildlife, these 
organisms collectively provide insight into the quality of 
lake habitats and water in the lakes.  

GBBMG has been monitoring these lakes for over 3 
years now and they can start to identify trends in the 
quality of the lakes. For each lake they study, they pro-
vide an annual report of their results and compare how 
each lake stacks up against other lakes in the Biosphere. 

 

This year, GBBMG collected, sorted and identified ben-

thic invertebrates from 3 locations, 2 in Otter Lake and 

one in Little Otter Lake on July 3-5, 2022. Results are 

posted here. 
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Lake Stewardship Report cont’d from pg 5 

 

eDNA sites sampled on August 6th, 2022 

 

Lake Water Sampling (LPP) 

Water sampling in Otter and Little Otter Lake is part of a 
long-term water quality monitoring program supported by 
the Ontario Ministry of Environment Conservation and 
Parks (MOECP) called the Lake Partner Program (LPP). 
In Otter/Little Otter Lake this program has been running 
since 2002. Volunteers collect and submit water samples 
to the MOECP that are then analysed for Total Phospho-
rus and Calcium. The long-term data indicates that both 
our lakes have low concentrations of total phosphorus 
typical of high quality or oligotrophic lakes and low calci-
um concentrations typical of Pre-Cambrian Shield Lakes. 

 

 

GBBMG Staff gathering bugs in the mud (benthic 
invertebrates) in Otter Lake - July 2022 

 

Stn  Stn Location Identifier  

1 Broken Link Trib/Sunny Point Bay 

2 Rankin Lake Trib/Little Otter Bay 

3 Link Property Trib/Link Shore 

4 Blue Lake Beaver Ponds/Sand Bay 

5 Salmon Lake Trib/Salmon Lake Bay 

6 Sovereign Lake Trib/Mud Bay 

1st Place Winner of the People Category - 
Margaret Buszynski 

https://www.gbbr.ca/
https://olra.ca/the-2022-aquatic-environment-report-for-otter-lake-and-little-otter-lake-by-georgian-bay-biosphere/
https://foca.on.ca/lake-partner-program-overview/
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Please give any new neighbours on the lake a warm Otter Lake welcome, share this newsletter 
and encourage them to join our OLRA family too! 



 

 
  

. 
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Results of the 2022 Photo Contest   
By: Catherine Rakosy 

 

The votes are in for the OLRA 2022 Photo Contest! 
Thank you for participating in this year’s contest by 
entering photos or voting for your favourite submissions.  

There were a total of 79 entries this year across the 
categories. Each photo held a memory of a special 
moment in time at the lake. Our talented photographers 
did not make voting easy. As always, it was very difficult 
to choose amongst the incredible submissions and some 
categories were decided by a single vote.   

The winners were selected based on the votes of 69 
members. Here are the winning entries that you, the 
OLRA membership, selected through the voting process: 

 

Congratulations to the winners, you have earned 
bragging rights this year! In actual fact, every single 
photographer is a winner and has captured the beauty of 
the lake and shared it with others. There is no better gift 
than sharing a photo of a place that is so special to each 
and every one of us. One voter commented that this 
contest is a great way to engage our community and 
another expressed how much she enjoys browsing the 
photos all year long. 

 

Some entries came with an origin story or comment 
about the photograph. These always make us smile and 
we thought we would share a few with you. 

 
 

 

 

Results of the 2022 Photo Contest  cont’d 
 

The silhouettes were incredible that night! The sky! Be-
ing together. Everything. That’s what’s so great about 
being at the cottage is being together and enjoying this 
beautiful lake and sky. (Tammy Black: 2nd Prize Winner 
in the Adult People Category - below) 

 

It is a Giant Silk Moth (Cecropia moth). They only live as 
a moth for one week, have no mouth so are unable to 
eat. They reproduce and pass away.  It was taken from 
my kayak. (Ken Daley, Adult Wildlife 19  - below) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Category Prize Photo # Name 

  
Adult People 

First 1 Margaret Buszynski 

Second 7 Tammy Black 

Third 2 Mike Haddrath 

  

  
Adult Wildlife 

First 17 Bruce Archer 

Second 4 Sue Conforti 

Third 8 Sybil Brynzan 

  

  
Adult Scenery 

First 6 Mike Haddrath 

Second 19 Adam Walton 

Third 4 Islay Fairholm 

  

  
Youth 

First 3 Ellie Cooperman 

Second 2 Ellie Cooperman 

Third 1 Ellie Cooperman 

  

Overall Adult Scenery: # 6 Mike Haddrath 

https://olra.ca/voting-now-open-for-winners-of-the-olra-photo-contest/
https://olra.ca/galleries/
https://olra.ca/galleries/
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Results of the 2022 Photo Contest  cont’d 
 

New friends - My 3 year old nephew’s first time at the 
lake with my daughter’s dog. (Mike Haddrath: 3rd Prize 
Winner in the Adult People Category - below) 

Took this picture this morning...nothing beats the fall col-
ours. (Elaine De Abreau: Adult Scenery 17 - below) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 �   

Results of the 2022 Photo Contest  cont’d 
 

I hope this qualifies for the scenery section. It certainly 
would qualify for ’Unsafest Bridge in the World’. (B.A. 
Robinson: Adult Scenery 8) 
 

 

Pink Lady Slipper: This spring was the first time that 
we've seen these growing at the cottage, and they were 
a welcome bit of good news. (Michael Locke, Adult 
Scenery 14 - below) 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations again to our photographers. Like you, 
we are already looking forward to the 2023 Photo    
Contest! Check out all the awesome photos in Galleries. 

 

 

https://olra.ca/galleries/
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OLRA’s 60th Anniversary BBQ Quiz Recap  
By: Marty Chepesiuk 
 

At this year’s OLRA BBQ the organizing committee in-
cluded an “icebreaker” trivia quiz as part of the proceed-
ings. Fifteen rather difficult multiple choice questions per-
taining to Otter Lake or Seguin Township were put to the 
participants.  Some of the answers could have been 
found in our newsletters or from the 60

th
 Anniversary 

eBook, others were based on knowledge of local geogra-
phy. One participant was particularly excited to learn the 
whereabouts of “Dyason’s Marina”, a place his father had 
talked about many times in the past.  

The contest pitted each table against the others, with two 
tables tying their score of ten correct answers each. The 
ultimate winner was decided between those two by ask-
ing another tough geography question, with the winning 
table decisively trouncing the other.  

Congratulations to those at the winning table, who each 
got an Otter Lake coffee mug for their well-earned efforts.  
A lot of enthusiasm was expressed about the quiz, so we 
hope to implement something like it again next year – 
just keep reading our newsletters and scouring our web-
site for things you “Otter” know.  

 

Loon News 
By: Kerry Mueller 
 

In 2022 the Loons had above normal hatching success (1 
on Little Otter Lake and 4 on Otter Lake = 5).  However, 
we know two chicks were lost by August on Otter Lake 
and it is unclear if another was too.   

Pike, gulls, snapping turtles and eagles can prey on Loon 
chicks.  Boats, discarded fishing lines, lead sinkers and 
mercury from acid rain can also be deadly for them.   

Now the Loon chicks have grey and white plumage and 
are feeding themselves since their parents have left for 
their winter ocean homes.  Miraculously, the chicks will 
find their way there too by themselves before freeze up. 

This summer there were a couple of reports of Loon terri-
torial disputes in north Otter Lake. One description was 
of this circle dance behaviour.  Hopefully that was sorted 
out and 3 pairs will nest here again in 2023.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Loon family near Delta Is July 20th, 2022 

Courtesy of Su and Peter Koppisch 

What are the Risks to Rock’n Roll Boating  
By: Brian Hindley and Kerry Mueller 

 

The risks of “rock’n roll boating” as Andy Adams, editor of 
Boating Industry Canada called wakesurfing and wake-
boarding, are being quantified by science.  

A new study released Feb. 1, 2022 by researchers in the 
University of Minnesota College of Science and Engi-
neering’s St. Anthony Falls Laboratory found that popu-
lar wakesurf boats require a much greater distance       
(> 425 ft) from the shoreline and other boats for the high-
er energy of their wakes to decrease to wake wave char-
acteristics levels similar to the non-wakesurf boats. 

Under both slow and fast speed conditions, the wakesurf 
boats produced the largest waves in terms of height, 
energy, and power when compared to the non-wakesurf 
boats.   

So what harm can such high wave energy do? On Otter 
Lake with its many narrow areas, there have been numer-
ous accounts of docks and boats being damaged and 
shores eroded by such oversized waves.  There was also a 
child washed off their dock and a family in a canoe 
swamped. 

Boaters, eager to have fun on the lake can be unaware of 
these negative impacts on their neighbours so OLRA has 
been trying to educate boaters on this issue.  As mentioned 
on page 3, there were less concerns raised regarding over-
sized wakes on Otter Lake in 2022 than in years past.  Let’s 
hope that trend continues.   

FOCA and Safe Quiet Lakes have also been helping to ed-
ucate boaters with their BE #WAKEAWARE  video. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The damage done by big wakes hitting the shore is not just 
to what we can see above water but also to the lake bottom 
and ecology.  A study by Raymond and Galvez-Cloutier 
(2015) was published by Laval University, Quebec, and 
focused on the impacts of wakeboat propeller wash.  
The effects of propeller wash appeared to have penetrat-
ed up to 16 ft (5 meters) deep for the condition associat-
ed with 10 mph and biased ballasting (i.e., wakesurfing).  

 

1st Place Winner of the Youth Category  
Ellie Cooperman 

https://olra.ca/olras-2022-bbq-and-lake-stewardship-raffle-fun-had-by-all/
https://olra.ca/olras-60th-anniversary-ebook/
https://olra.ca/olras-60th-anniversary-ebook/
https://www.hww.ca/en/wildlife/birds/loon.html
https://www.birdscanada.org/fantastic-loons-and-where-to-find-them
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x-PUtDhWJ7E
https://boatingindustry.ca/current-news/8957-editors-message-august-24-2021?oly_enc_id=7465J7073134A3R
https://twin-cities.umn.edu/news-events/university-minnesota-researchers-study-waves-created-recreational-boats
https://twin-cities.umn.edu/news-events/university-minnesota-researchers-study-waves-created-recreational-boats
https://twin-cities.umn.edu/news-events/university-minnesota-researchers-study-waves-created-recreational-boats
https://twin-cities.umn.edu/news-events/university-minnesota-researchers-study-waves-created-recreational-boats
https://twin-cities.umn.edu/news-events/university-minnesota-researchers-study-waves-created-recreational-boats
https://twin-cities.umn.edu/news-events/university-minnesota-researchers-study-waves-created-recreational-boats
https://twin-cities.umn.edu/news-events/university-minnesota-researchers-study-waves-created-recreational-boats
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bHaF2yLLBAQ
https://www4.des.state.nh.us/blogs/lmac/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/UofMN_2022_wake-surfing-wake-sizes-study-report.pdf
https://www4.des.state.nh.us/blogs/lmac/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/UofMN_2022_wake-surfing-wake-sizes-study-report.pdf
https://www4.des.state.nh.us/blogs/lmac/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/UofMN_2022_wake-surfing-wake-sizes-study-report.pdf
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 What are the Risks to Rock’n Roll Boating  
Cont’d 
 
This study was a pilot project and more study was rec-
ommended to be done.  These studies are underway in 
several jurisdictions in Canada and the US. 

Safe Quiet Lakes has been working on this issue too and 
in their fall newsletter identified these additional risks 
from boat wakes and prop wash. 

• Algae Blooms - Boat wakes and prop wash in shal-
low waters too close to shore can disturb lake or river 
bottoms. This happens when wake energy is pushed 
down toward the bottom instead of dissipating out-
ward -- sediment particles are mobilized resulting in 
turbid (cloudy) water. Turbid water interferes with 
aquatic life respiration. Additionally, the suspended 
sediment particles mobilize nutrients that can contrib-
ute to algae blooms, including highly toxic cyanobac-
teria: blue-green algae.   

• Harm to Loon Nests - Because they cannot walk 
well on land, loons build their nests very close to the 
water’s edge, which makes them vulnerable to 
swamping from boat wakes. To avoid harming a loon 
nest, please follow no-wake rules and be especially 
careful in areas where loons are known to nest.   

There is more info to come. In the summer of 2022 the 
University of Windsor conducted a study at several  

What are the Risks to Rock’n Roll Boating  
Cont’d 
 

cottages in Muskoka to add to the growing body of sci-
entific evidence on the impact of wakes. Safe Quiet 
Lakes looks forward to sharing their results when final-
ized and keeping us informed of the latest research.  

Please also check out the webinar on Boat Wakes on 
the last page of this newsletter.  

The bottom line is that there are risks to rock’n roll boat-
ing.  Big wakes are not better on lakes like Otter where 
there are very few places where wakeboats can stay at 
least 425 ft from shore.  However, if we all boat respect-
fully, we can have fun, keep our lake healthy and our 
neighbours and wildlife happy too.      

 

 

 

Reviewing and Updating OLRA’s Bylaws 
By: Kerry Mueller 
 
At the 2022 AGM, the OLRA board indicated they would 
come to the 2023 AGM with a request to approve updat-
ed bylaws as required by ONCA.  If you would like to 
become the 5th member of our current committee (David 
Amy, Robert Cribbie, Nicole Mailloux and Kerry Mueller) 
please email  info@olra.ca   
Stay tuned for more updates.  
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3rd Place Winner of the Scenery Category 
Islay Fairholm 

Fun Events Coming Up!   

 

Seguin Public Skating, Euchre, Low Impact Fitness 
Classes, Pickle Ball and more - check the calendar  

Indoor walking at Bobby Orr Centre Mon and Tues-
days 11 am - noon 

Biosphere Walk: Winter Tree ID Nov. 9
th

 2022 1 pm – 
2:30 pm at the Humphrey Nature Trails 

Parry Sound Santa Claus Parade Nov. 26
th

 starting 
at 4:30 pm 

CP Holiday Train in PS Nov. 30
th

 4:30 pm, Perform-
ers Tenille Townes & Aysanabee 

Lennie Gallant – Innkeeper’s Christmas Nov. 30
th

 7 
pm at the Stockey Centre, Parry Sound 

Megan Ann at the Trestle Brewing Co., Parry Sound 
Nov. 11

th
, 7 pm 

Hawksley Workman Concert – Huntsville Trinity 
Church Dec. 10

th
, 7:30 pm  

Forest in Flight art show by Rita Milton & Cathy 
Groulx in Museum on Tower Hill now until Dec. 17

th
  

Whispering River Music Christmas Concert Dec. 
17th at 2;30 pm, Foley Community Centre 

https://safequiet.ca/
https://theonn.ca/topics/policy-priorities/regulatory-environment/ontario-not-for-profit-corporations-act-onca/
https://calendar.seguin.ca/default/Month?StartDate=11/01/2022at%20Seguin%20Arena
https://calendar.seguin.ca/default/Month?StartDate=11/01/2022at%20Seguin%20Arena
https://calendar.parrysound.ca/Default/Detail/2022-11-01-1100-Indoor-Walking-Drop-In
https://calendar.parrysound.ca/Default/Detail/2022-11-01-1100-Indoor-Walking-Drop-In
https://www.gbbr.ca/event/winter-tree-id/
https://www.gbbr.ca/event/winter-tree-id/
https://calendar.parrysound.ca/Default/Detail/2022-11-26-1630-Santa-Claus-Parade
https://calendar.parrysound.ca/Default/Detail/2022-11-26-1630-Santa-Claus-Parade
https://www.cpr.ca/en/community/holiday-train
https://www.cpr.ca/en/community/holiday-train
https://stockeycentre.com/event/lennie-gallant-the-innkeepers-christmas/
https://stockeycentre.com/event/lennie-gallant-the-innkeepers-christmas/
https://www.bandsintown.com/e/103722871-megan-anne-at-trestle-brewing-company
https://www.bandsintown.com/e/103722871-megan-anne-at-trestle-brewing-company
https://www.bandsintown.com/e/103786896-hawksley-workman-at-trinity-united-church?came_from=253&utm_medium=web&utm_source=city_page&utm_campaign=top_event
https://www.bandsintown.com/e/103786896-hawksley-workman-at-trinity-united-church?came_from=253&utm_medium=web&utm_source=city_page&utm_campaign=top_event
http://museumontowerhill.com/Event.php?UNID=322
http://museumontowerhill.com/Event.php?UNID=322
https://www.whisperingrivermusic.com/
https://www.whisperingrivermusic.com/


 


