Otter Lake News
Spring 2022

info@olra.ca
www.olra.ca
OLRA Otter Lake on fb
@OLRAOtterLake on twitter

Celebrating the 60th Anniversary of our Lake Association!

Carter’s Camp Postcard (now Carter’s Landing) @ 1970 - Courtesy of Billy Anne Robinson

Save These Dates:
OLRA Annual General Meeting Sunday, May 22, 2022

9am-11:30 (via Zoom). Meeting will open @ 8:50 am. Enjoy guest speakers: Mayor Ann MacDiarmid, Councillors Daryle Moffatt and Art Coles, news and release of our 60th Anniversary eBook.

2022 OLRA Canada Day Boat Parade - July 2nd, 2-4 pm
Rain date: Sunday July 3rd.

2022 OLRA BBQ planned for Sat. August 6th, 5-8 pm

at the Grand Tappattoo Resort. Everyone welcome! (capacity limited to 120)
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Electing Our Executive
We currently have a full compliment of 9 Board members but there are always people rotating on and off the
Board so if you are interested in joining us, please let a
nominating committee member know or send an email
to info@olra.ca

As well, OLRA endeavors to inform residents about key
issues, sustainable lake living and fun things to do in and
around our area (see page 17).
The OLRA Board of Directors can consist of up to 9
Board members who each usually serve a three year
term. Check out Our Association on OLRA’s website for
our Goals and Objectives and the 10 great reasons (on
pg 11) to support OLRA as we strive to preserve and
protect Otter Lake and Little Otter Lake as the shared
freshwater ecosystem jewels they are today!
The Board typically meets four times a year: in February,
on the day of the Annual General Meeting (AGM) on the
May long weekend, in the summer and in the fall for a
meeting and potluck social event with partners. Due to
COVID, we’ve missed our potluck for two years but hope
to get back into socializing that way again in 2022.
New Board members are elected at the Annual General
Meeting (AGM). Nominations can also be made at the
AGM. You must be a current OLRA member to be a
Board member and to vote at the AGM.
OLRA’s AGM is planned to be on Sunday May 22,
2022 from 9-11:30. See the front cover for more details.
Looking forward to seeing you then!

Sept. 1st 2021, OLRA began its 60th year!!!
Nominating Committee
That is a VERY impressive history of generations of caring Otter Lakers coming together to contribute to their
community, protect our lakes, have fun, give us a collective voice at Seguin Township (Seguin) and other levels
of government as well as the Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations (FOCA).
Help us celebrate this milestone.

See page 8.

Kerry Mueller
519-463-5454

John Roberts
416-994-2082
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From The President

From the President cont’d…

It is finally spring In Seguin!! Something I recently
learned is that the Seguin River and Seguin Township
get their names from the Ojibwe word for spring,
Ziigwan. (Thank you Marty Chepesiuk!)
History is on our minds now since OLRA is
celebrating the association’s 60th anniversary! 60
years is not even close to how long many families can
trace back their history on the Otter Lakes, but it is
quite a milestone for a lake association to achieve.
I want to sincerely thank all the current and past board
members of OLRA and the many other volunteers who
have generously given their energy and expertise as
well as the hundreds of members who have made
OLRA the passionate and active organization that it is.
The 60th Anniversary eBook committee has been busy
compiling your wonderful stories and photos of life on
Otter Lake (see page 8) to be unveiled on May 22nd at
our AGM (see our front cover). More details on the
AGM will be coming.
In this newsletter we are also celebrating our shared
history. Carter’s Camp, pictured on the front page, was
a bustling place in its day offering housekeeping
cottages, a dining room, a store and a marina. Long
time Otter Laker, Rick Rakosy, fondly remembered
Carter’s Camp as being a “second marina where my
parents would buy me homemade French Fries”. (see
our Fall 2018 newsletter, pg 12) In this edition you will
find out how to Trace Back Your Property’s History
(see page 8), a tale of Lake Love (see page 12) and
an Otter Lake Mystery to boot! (see page 13).
25 years ago, AJ and I bought our cottage on Otter
Lake because we were struck by its rugged beauty and
the amount of natural shoreline with dwellings tucked
behind trees. Without docks to give them away, many
dwellings could not easily be seen from the water.
Being an old canoe tripper, a natural “view from the
canoe” is most beautiful to me.
However, often our citified habits are to “tidy up” our
shorelines, even to put in grass. Sadly, both are
unhealthy for our lake. OLRA’s job is to help educate
property owners, old and new, as to why natural
shorelines are essential to maintaining our lake’s
health, its high water quality and biodiversity as well as
to protect shorelands and structures from damage.
Therefore, a key role on our board is that of Lake
Steward. I would like to say many thanks to Brad
Chittick our outgoing Lake Steward, for doing OLRA’s
water testing and spearheading the benthos monitoring
program for several years. Brad’s dedication and
commitment have been greatly appreciated!!
And I would like to very warmly welcome Brian Hindley
into the Lake Steward role. Brian brings a wealth of
aquatic scientific knowledge to this position,
enthusiasm and a long time love of Otter Lake where
he makes his home. (see Brian’s article on pg 4).

This spring there are a lot of opportunities for you to get
engaged and informed on issues. Here are some:

By: Kerry Mueller

•

Public Meeting on April 19th re: Seguin Planning
department’s proposed fees changes

•

NDMNRF is seeking public input by April 19th on The
use of floating accommodations on waterways
over Ontario’s public lands This is a growing
problem of floating dwellings being constructed and
anchored on lakes and rivers for extended periods of
time. The issue has been in the news of late and
was reported on at the 2022 FOCA AGM in Feb..
OLRA wrote to Seguin on March 28th, 2022 to request
Seguin’s active engagement with the NDMNRF and
other municipalities to pursue solutions.

•

Public Meeting on April 19th re: Seguin’s Proposed
Housekeeping Amendment to the Zoning By-law
2006-125 Review the proposed changes here.

•

The draft Seguin Official Plan (OP) has been released
in the April 4th, 2022 Council package starting on
page 127-321. Public Meeting is likely to be scheduled
on it soon. Here are a couple of interesting stats in the
draft OP re: 5 yr growth in Seguin from 2016-2021:
 22.7 % increase in population

1.7% increase in private dwellings.
That difference is indicative of seasonal dwellings
being converted to year round ones. This trend is
putting high pressure on services and affordable
housing supplies. Review Seguin’s attainable
housing solution via MZO here.
Seguin is welcoming Sean Carroll, as its new Fire
Chief. OLRA extends a warm welcome too! Formerly
of Sudbury, Carroll is pleased to return to the north.

•

The Loons will return as soon as open water allows them
to land & take off. Let us know when you first hear them!

Adult - Wildlife
- 3rd Prize
Photo by:
Susan MacLean

This newsletter is a team effort and all those who
contribute are much appreciated!! Drop us a note to
info@olra.ca with questions / comments / photos. You can
reach me at kerryemueller@gmail.com / 519-463-5454. I
look forward to seeing you around the lake. Enjoy reading!
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OLRA Lake Stewardship Report

OLRA Lake Stewardship Report cont’d

By: Brian Hindley
I am very happy to take on the role of Lake Steward from
the more than capable hands of Brad Chittick, who has
done a masterful job in this role!! On behalf of the OLRA
Board and membership, I want to thank Brad for all of his
efforts over the years!!
I am sending this update from balmy Burnaby as Nicole
and I are visiting our 2 daughters here……its nice to see
flowers, green grass and temperatures above 10 C this
early in the year!
We received the Georgian Bay Mnidoo Gamii Biosphere
(GBB) report early this year which provided a summary of
the past 3 years of “bugs in the mud” sampling and a
summary of our lake water chemistry samplng from past
years. Suffice to say that the benthic invertebrate numbers and species diversity at the stations sampled indicate that Otter Lake is in good health with a benthic invertebrate community that is characteristic of the better
quality lakes in Muskoka. I hope to look at the benthic
results and water chemistry data in more detail this year.
Total phosphorus sample results from last year are in
and reported in the GBB report along with our measurements of secchi depth, dissolved oxygen and temperature from the Lake Stewardship program. These results
indicate that total phosphorus results remain below 0.01
mg/l which is typical of oligotrophic lakes (fairly pristine
lakes with low nutrient and productivity levels) and water
transparency remains relatively constant.

There is an indication, however, of a slight increasing trend
in total phosphorus levels. Dissolved oxygen levels remain
typical of healthy lakes, however there is evidence that our
shallow embayments experience low dissolved oxygen
levels when the lake stratifies.
These results are good news, however they still indicate
we should remain vigilant in ensuring that all landowners
and visitors around the lake practice good stewardship to
ensure that we actively manage our activities and
properties to keep nutrients, sediments and contaminants
from entering the lake.
GBB has recommended that lake residents continue to
carefully manage their shorelines and waterfronts to help
protect the lake (see Figure 1 below).

Stewardship Activities
1. Encourage Otter Lake & Little Otter Lake property
owners to maintain and/or restore natural shorelines. For information about choosing native
plants for your shoreline, see the Best of the Biosphere plant list.
2. Property owners interested in minimizing their
ecological footprint can utilize the Georgian Bay
Biosphere Life on the Bay Stewardship Guide.
3. Get involved in one of the many citizen science
programs available for cottagers and residents
(e.g. invasive species reporting, IceWatch, FrogWatch, Canadian Lakes Loon Survey).
Figure 1. Highlights of GBB Recommendations
The GBB also noted the importance of continuing to
protect our Lake Trout population as a resource that gives
our lake special status to protect it from development
pressures including freezing lot increases (see Figure 2 on
the next page).
I expect to begin monthly water sampling in May of this
year and again host the GBB staff in sampling the Bugs in
the Mud, likely this July. Stay tuned and watch the OLRA
emails and website for updates and an invite for you to
come out and watch how the bug sampling is done!

Photo By: Carolyn Buszynski

This past winter, the OLRA board was approached by a
local biologist, who has a background in eDNA sampling,
with a proposal to collect and analyse water samples from
Otter Lake. The use of eDNA to identify organisms
(invertebrates, fish, reptiles/amphibians, birds, mammals)
present in water from traces of their DNA, is a rapidly
emerging technology that has the potential to characterize
biodiversity of animal communities in a waterbody by
analysing a water sample containing DNA remnants.
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OLRA Lake Stewardship Report cont’d

OLRA Membership Report cont’d

Fish Communities

increase over the last five years. Many thanks to all who
support OLRA and have generously donated to the
environment and reserve funds too!

1. Maintain current angling regulations for lake trout
in Otter Lake (40 - 55 cm protected slot size /
winter closure)
2. If there is interest, volunteers could monitor the
enhanced lake trout spawning habitat in Otter
Lake to determine if it is being used.
3. Anglers should familiarize themselves with the
new regulations for the sale and possession of
live bait in Ontario.
4. The app MyCatch by Angler’s Atlas can be used
by people fishing to log fishing trips and share
fishing data confidentially with biologists.

If you know of a new owner on the lake or someone who
may just be unaware of OLRA, what it does and the
benefits of joining, please share this newsletter with
them. A membership form is on pg. 10; membership
benefits are on page 11. One can get this info on our
website too. Thanks for your support!!

Otter Lake Marina Update
By: Deb Smith

Figure 2. Protecting our Lake Trout Population (GBB).
eDNA sampling has the potential to replace more traditional means of sampling organisms (fish, invertebrates,
etc.) using nets and traps, and also to identify many more
species which traditional sampling can miss.
Below are links to YouTube videos describing what eDNA
is and its potential to describe the biodiversity in a lake or
test for the presence of rare or invasive species:
What is environmental DNA (eDNA)?
eDNA: How Scientists See Hidden Animals
How we can detect pretty much anything
Stay tuned for more on eDNA at the AGM!
FOCA (Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations)
has published a Lake Stewardship report and an Invasive
Species overview and guide that you will find are full of
good information, tips and actions that lakefront property
owners can take to help keep our lakes healthy.
Wishing you all a fun and enjoyable open water season.
See you on the lake!
Adult - Scenery Third Prize Photo by: Deb Smith

OLRA Membership Report
By: AJ Mueller
As of Dec. 31, 2021, the OLRA membership has grown
Dec. 31, 2020

Dec. 31, 2021

Families

171

183

Additional Family Members

247

282

Totals

418

465

by 12 families and a total of 47 members,

a steady

While the forecast shows temperatures slowly increasing
there is still snow and ice on the lake and a few
snowmobilers are still in sight. Spring is just around the
corner and we have already received a couple requests
for getting boats out of storage.
While we have enjoyed the winter season we are looking
forward to warmer days ahead and are already getting
prepared for the spring launch.
As things are easing up as it relates to COVID, we hope
everyone continues to stay the course in hopes that we
can all enjoy another great season on the lake.
We look forward to seeing everyone again very soon.
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Seguin Township Spring 2022 Report
By: Mayor Ann MacDiarmid
With the arrival of spring, Seguin Township is pleased to
have our community centres at full capacity and coming
back to life after 2 uncertain years of COVID. Welcome
back to everyone and a very special thank you to all of
the members of Seguin staff and our ratepayers for
following the COVID protocols and keeping our
community relatively safe.
Although Council is still awaiting some final levy
amounts from our community partners, we are aiming to
keep our tax increase to 3% or less amidst inflation
rates of over 4.5% - the likes of which Canada has not
seen for decades. Within this budget, Council has
allocated funds to finalizing the Official Plan Review,
tackling the Short Term Rental issue, reworking the
three site alteration bylaws (tree cutting, blasting and fill)
and the beginning implementation of the Active
Transportation and Trails Master Plan. We are seeking
community input on all of these projects. Please visit
www.letsconnectserguin.ca to provide your input; find
the facts and discussions about all of the topics before
Council. You can ask questions at
www.letsconnectseguin.ca , find out about community
activities, Council discussions and lots more.
Two of the most exciting projects that are unfolding now
are Seguin’s request for a Ministerial Zoning Order
(MZO) and the renovation of the Parry Sound Area
Municipal Airport (PSAMA). The MZO will rezone over
700 acres of land in north Seguin abutting the Town of
Parry Sound. Your Council has recognized the need for
attainable and affordable housing throughout the West
Parry Sound area and hopes to bring many diverse
types of housing units into the region within the next 18
months. In addition, the renovation happening at the
Parry Sound Area Municipal Airport runway and
business park will add more lots for businesses to
operate in Seguin. Expected to be completed in 2024,
the runway safety will be greatly improved.
2022 is a municipal election year and I urge you all to
get involved in evaluating candidates running to serve
you on Seguin Council. I am sure that OLRA will be
hosting some candidate meetings for you to meet your
representatives. Voting will be by telephone and
internet in October. Your vote is the most important
opportunity you have to ensure that you have the
representation that you want for the next 4 years.
As the ice departs and the loons return, I urge you to
enjoy all that Seguin has to offer out of doors on our
lakes, rivers and trails. Continue to practice health
hygiene to keep you and family healthy and safe.
Ann MacDiarmid
annmacdiarmid@seguin.ca
705-346-2210 (cell)

Ward 1 Councilor Report, Seguin Township
By: Councilor Daryle Moffatt

Happy and welcome to spring 2022 to all Seguin residents living on the Otter Lakes. Based on current
trends, it looks like we have turned (a big) COVID-19
corner but the virus is still alive so please do not drop
your guard.
With the calendar turned to 2022, we have moved into
another election year at both the municipal and the provincial levels. To check to see if you are on the municipal voters’ list, please see this link. You will also see a
link (midway down the page) regarding Ontario Provincial elections. The Township of Seguin (Seguin) will be
working on the voters’ list (which comes from the Municipal Property Assessment Corporation) over the
coming months so look for more information on ensuring that you are registered to vote.
Seguin has covered a lot of ground since last fall, including:
1. The West Parry Sound District is moving forward
with the Wellness and Culture Centre.
2. Seguin is moving forward with a Municipal Zoning
Order (MZO) request to the Ministry of Municipal
Affairs for an area just south of the Town of Parry
Sound.
3. Council recently passed the Active Transportation
and Trails Master Plan so look for improvements
and announcements across Seguin on this important initiative.
The above can be found at www.letsconnectseguin.ca
Several additional items that continue to be worked on,
including:
1. The 2022 budget was passed in principle at the
January 2022 Council meeting but the final numbers, municipal rate, etc. will not be known until the
balance of the information is received here in spring
2022.
2. Seguin is still progressing though the review of its
Official Plan via the public process, with the help of
staff, the steering committee, which I am a member
of, and the consultants.
3. Broadband is progressing at a slower pace. This is
still a priority but a lot of competition for internet
providers means that demand is outpacing supply
to turn ideas into completed projects.
4. At the March 7th Council meeting, Council reviewed
Report No. DPS-PL-2022-044, Shoreline Alteration
By-law – Notice of Public Consultation. Over the
last several months, members of Council have discussed these changes with members of the OLRA
Board and I look forward to the result of the public
consultation.
5. Do not forgot to check out all the important things
happening with the Integrated Community Energy &
Climate Action Plans (ICECAP), of which I am CoChair. Updates and news can be found at this link. I
look forward to working through the ICECAP milestones regarding this great regional initiative.
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Ward 1 Councilor Report cont’d

Ward 2 Councilor Report, cont’d

Seguin is bringing back its community programs, so
please see this link for more information. You can also
follow Seguin information on various social media platforms, Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

Home on the hospital property. This initiative will bring together the best of health care combined with increased efficiencies by collocating on the same property and sharing
services and purchasing power. The ultimate goal is to provide the best possible care for our residents and community.

Just a reminder that before each Council meeting, I prepare an eNews that informs residents on the following
(sample of items covered):
1. Information on Seguin business, for example, snow
plowing, By-law, building, after hours’ contact information, etc., and relevant information for Seguin residents,
2. A summary of the upcoming Council Agenda,
3. Upcoming events going on in and around the area,
4. Various links to organizations around the West Parry
Sound area to assist residents in doing things, and
5. Links to various articles, relevant news information to
read while enjoying your time at the Otter Lakes.
6. There have been staffing changes in several departments so if you are interacting with Seguin staff,
please be patient and allow staff to get up to speed
on the matter at hand. If you have a student looking
for employment, see this link for these opportunities.
If you would like to receive my eNews, please send me
an email along with your Seguin address to:
darylemoffatt@gmail.com. Also, you can visit my website
at this link (or www.darylemoffatt.com).
Happy to share events with others in Seguin so if you
would like to get your word out please email me the details. Following me on Facebook: @DaryleMoffatt or
twitter: @littleotterlake.

Ward 2 Councilor Report, Seguin Township
By: Councilor Art Coles

Here we are in mid-March and the weather has finally
started to break. Seguin is beautiful all year round but
particularly in the spring. The migrating birds begin to
return, the sap begins to run in the trees. It is like nature
is waking up all over again. This has been one of the
coldest winters that I can recall since I have moved to
Seguin but once again we made it through and we are
hoping for an amazing spring and summer and caution
all Seguin residents to be on the lookout for Gypsy moth
egg masses again this year. These masses should be
destroyed if found to prevent the infestation of Gypsy
moths again this year.
This has been another busy year for Ward 2. My time
has been taken up with 5 main focuses: Belvedere, Seasonal roads, Rose Point Trail, The Chamber of Commerce and the Seguin north provincial MZO application.
1) Belvedere - we continue to work with the WPSHC as
we work toward rebuilding the Belvedere Long term Care

.

2) Seasonal Roads - the Township is continuing to convert
our seasonal roads into year-round roads in an effort to encourage our property owners to live here for 12 months of
the year. Over the past year 2 of the roads in our Ward,
Schmidt Circle and Otter Lake Road were converted, and
work was done on several other roads to prepare for conversion. We believe that ultimately when our seasonal roads
are converted, our local economy will be better served for 12
months of the year.
3) The Rose Point Trail- this trail continues to be heavily
used by many residents from Seguin and neighbouring communities. It provides opportunities to enjoy many of the natural wonders that we have in this township. Users can enjoy
watching beaver, ducks, waterfalls, birdwatching and many
other wonders of nature as you walk along the wellmaintained trail stretching from Oastler Park Drive right
through to Rose Point Road. I invite those of you who have
not walked this trail yet to do so. There are convenient parking areas on the east side of the trail off James Bay Junction
Rd and on the west side of the trail off Rose Point Road.
4)The Parry Sound and Area Chamber of Commerce has
been reinvigorated and is working hard for its area members
to help improve and promote business opportunities for its
members. Please support your local businesses whenever
you can. They are here to serve you and make life better in
the West Parry sound district for 12 months of the year.
5) Seguin's MZO Application- This area has been identified
as needing additional housing particularly affordable/
attainable housing. Many of our local businesses have trouble hiring full time employees as there is a serious shortage
of local affordable housing for employees to live in. This is
an opportunity for our township to facilitate this shortage by
providing suitable conditions and available property primarily
in the area to the south of the existing Canadian Tire store,
Rona and the West Parry Sound Health Centre. In total
there are about 700 acres in this area much of which is and
will continue to be environmentally protected. There is however still ample room to develop a community of homes that
can fill the much-needed gap. We are prepared to work with
Parry Sound for essential servicing or to take advantage of
some of the new technologies and systems for water and
sewage used in other communities that respect the environment while providing the much-needed services.
We look forward to continuing to work with our residents
both seasonal and year-round and are interested in your
feedback and questions on any of our initiatives. We as
Councilor's have the best interest of all our residents at
heart. We are interested in your feedback at any time as we
continue to work for you and an even better Seguin.
Art Coles - Councillor Ward 2
705 378 0434 or artcoles@seguin.ca
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OLRA Celebrates Its 60th Year!
By: Nicole Mailloux
On Sept. 1st 2021, OLRA began its 60th year
and is celebrating as a community!
To recognize this incredible milestone, OLRA is compiling YOUR special moments in an eBook, which will be
launched for all to enjoy on May 22, 2022 (OLRA’s
AGM), and for many years to come.
Otter Lake has such a rich history! Be sure to check out
OLRA’s website on May 22 to reminisce, enjoy “old” pictures, read incredible and heart-warming Otter Lake stories, learn OLRA’s special history and much more!
Also, don’t miss the fun activities being planned to celebrate our milestone 60-year anniversary at the August 6
annual OLRA BBQ. We hope to see you there!
Many members responded to OLRA’s email invitation to
submit their significant, warm and funny family moments
or property history on Otter Lake, by February 28, 2022.
It’s not too late to add your story to theirs, by May 21st,
and photos, by May 31st, 2022, for the updated and final
edition of the 60-year anniversary celebration eBook
which will be available on the OLRA website later this
year. Please include your name, email, cell number and
the family name associated with your cottage property,
and submit your up to 1200-word story in a format that
can be easily copied and edited such as directly in the
body of an email or in a word document (PDFs are not
admissible). Please attach up to 3 photos to the same
email, and indicate who is the photographer, where and
when the photo was taken, who is in the photo and what
the story is behind the photo. Please email your submission to Denise at otterlakepix@gmail.com.
Disclaimer: All materials shared for this 60th Anniversary
Book may be published in some other forms. Also, in
situations where more than 3 photos have been submitted, then the OLRA Board will decide how many and
which photos will be included, based on its sole discretion of the photo’s historical value. If you are submitting
materials for the eBook, please read the following disclaimer. Should you have any questions or comments,
please e-mail otterlakepix@gmail.com.
"It is understood and agreed that your submission of
articles, photographs, documents, stories and other similar information about yourself and others (herein
called the "Information"), however submitted, shall
be considered by OLRA as: 1.) you having the right to
provide OLRA such Information; 2.) you providing complete and total permission to OLRA to publish and distribute such Information in OLRA's communications (i.e.
on OLRA's website, in newsletters, eBooks, updates, Facebook page and/or Twitter); 3.) you agreeing that OLRA can edit such Information in its sole discretion prior to putting it on the OLRA website, in newsletters, eBooks, updates, Facebook page and/or Twitter; and 4.) you agreeing to release and save harmless
the OLRA Board and its members, collectively and individually, from any action(s) arising from the Information and the use thereof."

Tracing Your Property History – A Historic
look at Grand Tappattoo Resort
By: Marty Chepsiuk
If you are interested in the history of your property, the
original Land Registry Office (LRO) records are available
online for free showing transactions from the 1870s onwards (the most recent records must be searched for
differently and have an associated cost). You must first
know the Lot and Concession number of your property.
If needed you can use the West Parry Sound GIS mapping site (https://www.wpsgn.ca) to find your lot and concession . I suggest you use the Firefox browser for the
Ontario Land Registry site as the Chrome browser gets
stuck. Go to https://www.onland.ca/ui/ and enter “Parry
Sound” when asked for the land registry office. Then select “Historical Books, Search” and then at the lower left
side click on “Search by book number”, enter “406” and
click the search symbol. Select the “View details” when
Foley book 406 comes up. You can now search the over
400 pages of entries, listed numerically by concession
and lot number by entering page numbers to narrow your
search.
For example, Tappattoo Resort is located at Lot 21 Concession VI and in the book starts on page 340. Entries
outline assignments of various timber and mineral rights,
mortgages, liens and agreements. The original Crown
grant went to Samuel Cochrane in 1876 for a farmstead,
thence to Donald McDonald in 1880, James S. Miller in
1894, Eliza Scott in 1907 and after much negotiation with
the Hocken Lumber Company to Reverend John Ormsby
Miller in 1909. Dr. Miller was the founder of Ridley College Boys School in St. Catharines (see https://
archive.org/details/ridleycanadiansc00brad/page/74/
mode/2up).

Photo by: Jessica Langdon
Article continued on page 13
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Please give any new neighbours on the lake a warm Otter Lake welcome, share this newsletter
and encourage them to join our OLRA family too!
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Tales from Otter Lake
By: Richard Hood
Otter Lake has a rich shared history with those of us who love it.
With your submissions we can share our stories to enrich our Lake
community. R.H.

Tale #4 Lake Love

Tales from Otter Lake cont’d
present that acknowledges our challenges…that celebrates the joy of the Otter Lake community.
We welcome stories from lovers of Otter Lake, whether you're 6 or
60. Please contact Richard Hood (richardhood3@gmail.com)

“…that was our life…there weren’t boats around…”
Imagine being able to say that about Otter Lake. Imagine spending summers at the Lake…finding deserted
cabins…discovering abandoned copies of Harlequin Romances with racy titles such as “The DA’s Daughter…
Portrait of Love…Registered Nurse”. Imagine your
grandparents being able to buy Round Island for $25.00
(1908).
Judy Peacock doesn’t have to imagine. This is the life
she lived after her first family cottage was built (finally
replacing tents) on Round Island in 1932.
Her grandparents first discovered Otter Lake while looking for a healthy environment to escape her grandfather’s
asthma. An artist brother-in-law, who summered at an
artist colony (Log Cabin is there now) recommended Otter lake, which at that time was barely populated by humans…but lots of bears, fish, foxes called it home.
Such began Judy’s adventures on Round Island. Mike
joined the party…he and Judy became partners in marriage, in bridge, in loving each other and their family cottage. They experienced decades of adventures while
raising their children at the lake…board games, swimming (no boats to worry about)…celebrating the Lake’s
stunning natural habitat. They saw the Lake get busier…
even seeing boats with more than a 25 hp motor!
Judy describes these decades as a ‘simpler time’…all the
while acknowledging that with the war, there were challenges. Each age has its own challenges.
In August 1985 a fire burned their cottage to the
ground…” Your cottage is on fire”. This tragic experience
galvanized the Otter Lake Community to support Judy
and Mike, eventually leading to the rebuilding of the cottage in November of 1985.
Judy and Mike sold their beloved cottage in the summer
of 2021…a transition from and celebration of almost 100
years of ‘lake love’.
Judy and Mike have moved to B.C., settling for a life of
family, skiing, hiking, friends, majestic mountains and
valleys.
I asked Judy what were her fondest memories of Otter
Lake. Without hesitation, she spoke about raising her
family…the ‘lake community’…the mutual respect for the
natural environment…the willingness to pitch in to support others in times of need.
This is the legacy that the new family on Round Island
inherits.
We all share the privilege of honoring the past. We all
share the privilege of constructing a

.

Adult Scenery 2nd Prize
Photo by: Gerry Doyle

OLRA BBQ 2022
By: Denise Exler

It’s been three long years since our last OLRA annual
BBQ for our membership. We are excited to be working
with the new ownership of the Grand Tappattoo Resort
and it’s looking to be a wonderful, fun event for all. Mark
Saturday, August 6th on your calendars and join us for
our annual dinner from 5-8 pm, which will be held indoors so that we may enjoy the event rain or shine!
As we draw nearer to the event, more details about the
fun activities for all ages will be revealed. Rest assured
that all legislated Covid protocols will be adhered to.
Ticket prices remain the same as in 2019. The yummy
buffet offers something for every dietary preference and
is similar to that year’s offering. The early bird OLRA
member price is $20 for tickets purchased before Sunday, July 24th, non-members and late-comers $25, and
kids 12 and under just $12. Cash bar is available. We
can only accommodate 120 people, so buy your tickets
soon to avoid disappointment!
For more information on purchasing tickets, please contact AJ Mueller at mueller.ajm@gmail.com. For more
details on becoming a vendor or activities at the upcoming event, contact Denise Exler at:
otterlakepix@gmail.com.
Plan to join us in this fun event! Let’s come together and
celebrate our incredible Otter Lake community with
neighbors, friends and family. Otter Be There
�
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A Historic look at Grand Tappattoo Cont’d
from pg. 8
The school promoted summer canoe trips around Ontario
and in 1908 a group expedition out of Lake Joseph reported on the beauty of Otter Lake, ideal for Ridley’s
summer camp as Parry Sound was close by for medical
emergencies and “one could leave Toronto by train at 10
AM and be in Parry Sound by 2:30 PM” with a dozen canoe trips that could be taken from there. With the help of
students, Dr. Miller built a log cabin and stone fireplace,
using an old barn for the kitchen and dining room. The
camp was used for underprivileged boys from 19141917, then sold in 1920 to George H. Gooderham, a
friend of Dr. Miller’s , who in 1944 sold the camp to the
Parry Sound Rotary Club. According to Cathy Morrison
(https://olra.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/
history_camp.pdf) from 1930-40 JP Hagerman was director of a summer boys camp he called Camp NiggeCu-Bing. In 1968 the property was sold to Camp
Wawsakwasene, but from here it gets confusing. The
camp was seemingly sold to YWCA Toronto the following
year and was known as Camp Tapatoo, but records
show that Margaret Pinkerton acquired it from Camp
Wawsakwasene in 1978 and in 1982 a court order transferred the camp back to YWCA Toronto. Guenter Siebert
purchased the camp in 1985 and created the original Resort Tapatoo. Pages of entries show the support Resort
Tapattoo received from development agencies and subsequent sales to other owners until the entries stop in
2007. Shortly after this the resort was renamed
“Kellerman’s” taking the name of the iconic Catskill resort
from the movie Dirty Dancing. The place is now known
as Grand Tappattoo Resort so as to avoid any conflict
over use of the original resort name. The LRO book
does not document the most recent changes in ownership, but you can still see how it illuminates the fascinating past lives of this property as boys camps, a girls
camp, and several incarnations as a resort.

Adult Wildlife 1st Prize
Photo by: Allyson Kinsley

Otter Lake Mystery cont’d
various dimensions, notched to overlap with protruding
butts and wide amounts of plaster chinking between
each log. Cathy Morrison's book describes the property
as the Artist's Colony, other stories said it was a fly-in
fish camp for wealthy Americans.

Otter Lake Mystery

The building ruins on lot 16 were made of logs of the
same round diameter, squared by saw on top and bottom, with dovetailed corners without any jutting butts.
The joints were like a fancy jewelry box. There was no
chinking between the logs.

When I was a young teenager in 1960, my family acquired a lot, lot 1 on “the island” on Otter Lake. Its location is south of the Otter Lake Marina. The marina and
road to it did not exist at that time. Access to the lake
was at the narrows (no docking), down the long arm (no
docking) where there were established cottages, and at
Carter's Camp, now Carter's Landing condos.

The ruins were about 23 feet square, the corners about
7 feet high, and no signs of a roof. Midway on each side
the walls had decayed in a V shape, where we assume
doors or widows were planned. Even with this decay the
dovetails were tight and firm such that you could not
insert a dime or quarter, and all the logs below the decayed Vs were solid.

On the neighbouring lot 16, that was at the NW corner of
the island, we discovered the remains of a log building. It
was quite different from the log buildings on the east end
of the island facing the long arm. Those buildings were
close to the lake, consisting of a large lodge with 4 bedrooms, kitchen and large room with hardwood floors, 4
cabins, a two-slip two-story boathouse, and remains of
an ice house.

Inside the square of the structure deciduous trees had
grown up, varying in diameter from 2-6 inches, out of 24 inches of soil over solid rock. They could be 40- 50
years old, given the comparison to old-growth forest
comparisons. This suggests the structure may have
been begun around the time of WW1.

By: Mark Hallas

All these buildings were made up from round logs of

A short distance away was a collection of rocks. We
didn't want to dig down much for fear of collapse, but it
could have been a root cellar. No other artifacts were
found.
Continued on page 15
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Otter Lake Mystery cont’d from pg. 13
Not expecting it to be destroyed, unfortunately, we took
no pictures. A few decades later a builder bulldozed it
when he was building a cottage for sale on the lot close
to the water.
By: Denise Exler
It’s baaack…The 2021 OLRA photo contest was again
such a huge virtual success (literally!!) that we are repeating it online again this year. We received a record
breaking 84 entries last year and you chose the winners!
So once again, grab your phone or camera and click
away. Share your Otter Lake memories with us all! Prizes
will be awarded in the Adult, and Youth (16 and under),
categories of People, Scenery and Wildlife.
Contest opens Sunday, May 22nd and closes Tuesday,
October 11th, 2022.
Then we vote through email for our favorite entries which
will be uploaded to our website, OLRA.ca . Winners will
be announced in the fall newsletter and on the website.
Contest is open to OLRA members, family and guests;
however only OLRA members and their immediate family
are eligible to receive prizes. Category prizes are as follows: 1st prize $25, 2nd prize $20 and third prize $15.
Overall winner receives $25 and ultimate bragging rights!
Congratulations to Allyson Kinsley, 2021 overall winner.
Send your photos from any season, taken on or around
Otter Lake, and email to Denise at otterlakepix@gmail .
Remember one photo per adult category. Youth may
submit up to 3 entries. Photos must be 6 MB or smaller in
size. Along with your photo, please provide in your email,
preferred category and contact info such as phone number, mailing address, preferred email address and OLRA
membership name. It’s that simple!
Keep a lookout for a reminder email in May before the
contest starts with all the details. We are looking forward
to seeing Otter Lake through your lens. Let’s share the
beauty, fun and wonder of the community that we share.
—————————————————————————-

One oddity about the ruins was that it was built on the
high point on the island, on top of a 40–50-foot cliff.
Bringing logs and people to construct it meant dragging
40-50 yards uphill from either side such as our lot. Food
ice and water would need to be hauled up as well. We
saw no signs of a direct path from the east end of the
island where the lodge was, although there was a walking path around the island.
We assumed the builder had to be a person of means to
acquire similar-sized logs, take them to a sawmill for precise cuttings, and haul them back to the top of the island.
The island was logged and at least partially burned in its
past. Whether connected or not, there was the remains
of a sapling bridge on our lot between the island and
mainland. A sapling bridge was parallel rows of small
trees bound together by rope. They were often used by
farmers to lay across ditches and creeks to let horses
and tractors cross safely without sinking into the mud.
Before the dams on the lake were restored, in summer
we could hop over the neighbours to the west on the
mainland by jumping from hummock to hummock and
keeping our feet dry.
The crossing was close to Salmon Lake where there
was also logging and some early cottages. The portage
from Otter to Salmon Lake was by a well-built wooden
walkway, starting from the crib remains of a dock/
boathouse at the Otter Lake side.
Not far from the portage on Salmon Lake was Booze
Island per Foley township maps. The island had a twostory wood-sided building and a large dock. There were
many remains of hooks, chains and harness parts.
Although somewhat vandalized the building was in good
shape. We found magazines from the early 1940's, but
nothing suggesting later habitation. We assumed the
occupant passed in WW2.
There were no roads to Salmon Lake until after the new
lots on the lake were sold in the late 60s.
I don't know if there was any connection to Booze Island
items or the ruins on our island. It remains a mystery.
If you know of any families with ties to Otter Lake/
Salmon Lake logging, perhaps they have some history to
share.
Opposite are some references to the lot locations.
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2022 Season of the
By: Michael J. Martyn,
Executive Director

Now in its 43rd year Parry Sounds' own Festival of the
Sound returns after two years of online concerts.
For lovers of great music, there’s reason for optimism
that July of 2022 will bring us the joy of gathering together for an entirely live-in-person concert series.

Fun Events Coming Up!
Foley Community Centre Easter Kids Party - Sat.
April 9th from 10 am - noon
Museum on Tower Hill - Heist at the Parry Sound
Lumber Company. Solve puzzles with your smart
phones in teams of up to 6. Until April 30th, 2022
The Great Benjamins Circus in Parry Sound on April
19th, 2022
Bike Paths in the Parry Sound Area

After two years of silence, the rafters of our beloved
Stockey Centre will again resonate with the glorious
sounds of pianos, strings, winds, voices singing…and
applause.

Parry Sound Bikes Rides and Events

Many artists have used their pandemic-imposed isolation
to cultivate more intimate relationships with their instruments and the music they cherish. They are excited to
come home to the Festival to share what they have discovered with you, our beloved audience. Their live performances this summer will surely be among the most
heartfelt and personal we have ever experienced.

Rosseau Farmer’s Market Kicks off Fri. June 24th

In addition to the concerts at the Stockey Centre, watch
for our annual musical cruises, featuring the finest in folk,
blues, and jazz, as well as several "pop-up" concerts
around the community during the latter half of July. For
more info on the 2022 season and other recent news
click here.

White Squall’s Franklin Challenge (kayaking) Fundraiser - June 26th, 2022

Parry Sound Art in the Park July 15—17, 2022
Parry Sound Summer Market June 28th - Aug. 30th
2022 on Tuesdays 9 am - 2 pm
Georgian Nordic - Mountain Biking
Grand Tappattoo Fitness Centre, Pool and Sauna
Parry Sound Scuba Diving Courses

This is Our sound!

Did you know?
•

Ontario now has 4 Bait Zones to protect our lakes
and rivers from harmful invasive species and fish
diseases. Check out this link to understand the
movement, use, and possession of baitfish and
leeches.

•

Not all caterpillars are friends or foes. The tree devouring LDD caterpillar turns into the Spongy
Moth. However, other caterpillars that feed on milkweed turn into the beautiful and endangered Monarch butterfly. Another turns into a moth that looks
like a hummingbird. To learn how to tell caterpillars
apart, check out this link.

•

About 70% of green house gas emission in this
area are from our transportation on roads and waterways. Just in time for Earth Week, the Georgian
Bay Biosphere is hosting a Biosphere Walk: Let’s
Talk Climate on Sunday April 24th from 1-2:30 pm
to talk about what you can do to help. The event is
free. Donations are appreciated. Register here.

Youth - Third Prize
Photo by: Jillian Hurley

When you are a member of OLRA you are automatically also a member of FOCA so check
out the many benefits and resources that FOCA offers.

