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Save these Dates:
OLRA Annual General Meeting Sunday, May 23, 2021

9am-11:45 (doors and/or webinar open @ 8:30am)
We’ll have a live webinar and/or an in person meeting, if advisable due to COVID-19.
Best practices re: COVID-19 for physical distancing etc. will be followed.
Foley Community Hall and Resource Centre, 60 Rankin Lake Rd, Foley, ON P2A 0B2
Stay tuned ...

2021 OLRA BBQ planned for Saturday August 7th

at the Grand Tappattoo Resort. (COVID permitting) Everyone welcome!
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Electing Our Executive
The OLRA Board currently has a full slate of Board
members which is 9. At our board’s fall meeting, David
Amy let us know that the demands of his work is making
his ability to perform the job of Secretary difficult although he is interested to be a Director at large. As a
result, OLRA is looking for someone to fill the position of
Secretary.
If you are interested, please put your name forward to
one of the members of our Nominating Committee on
the next page.
As of September 1st, OLRA began its 59th year! That is
an impressive history of caring Otter Lake residents
coming together to contribute to the lake community, to
give us a collective voice at Seguin Township (Seguin),
other levels of government and the Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations (FOCA).
As well, OLRA endeavors to inform residents about key

issues, sustainable lake living and fun events!
The OLRA Board of Directors can consist of up to 9
Board members who each usually serve a three year
term. Check out Our Association on OLRA’s website for
our Goals and Objectives and the 10 great reasons (pg
9) to support OLRA as we strive to preserve and protect
Otter Lake as the clean, shared jewel it is today!
The Board typically meets three times a year: in
February, on the day of the Annual General Meeting
(AGM) usually on the May long weekend and in the fall
for a meeting and potluck social event with partners.
(COVID-19 permitting).
Do let us know if you too are interested in joining our
Board or volunteering to help out. If so, please contact
the nominating committee below, email info@olra.ca or
inform a Board member. New Board members are
elected at the Annual General Meeting. Nominations can
also be made at the AGM. You must be a current OLRA
member to be a Board member and to vote at the AGM.
This year, OLRA’s AGM is planned to be back on our
traditional timing, Sunday morning of the May Long
weekend, which will be May 23, 2021.
See the front cover for details. Join us then!

Nominating Committee
Kerry Mueller
519-463-5454
John Roberts
416-994-2082

Gerry McDole
705-378-5220
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From The President
By: Kerry Mueller

When I was writing this column in the spring, we were
all just getting our heads around COVID-19 and the
changes it could bring to our lives. Despite those
changes, it was a great summer to be at the lake. AJ
and I had less family and friends physically getting
together with us but our digital skills have really
ramped up. There have been positives from that.
Zooming with my sisters and their families out west
has kept us in better touch than in decades. But there
is nothing that can replace real hugs. I think we all look
forward to more worry free hugs, especially with our
seniors and the tiny tots in our lives.
The Parry Sound area has done well to keep the
COVID-19 numbers low with zero active cases as I
write this. Thank you to all who wear masks and social
distance! And thank you again to all the front-line
people who are still keeping essential services
working for all of us. If someone needs to self isolate,
the Sobeys/Rotary Grocery Delivery program is a great
service. AJ and I volunteer weekly to help pick out
groceries for those staying isolated and it works well.
The first ever, on-line OLRA AGM went smoothly
which bodes well for our next one on May 23rd, 2021
(see front cover). And the first on-line OLRA photo
contest (see page 13) went excellently too. Thank you
Denise for organizing that for us! Thanks go as well to
all who entered and voted. Congrats to the winners!
Don’t you love this amazing photo of our turtle
neighbours enjoying the sun?

Adult – Wildlife Category – 1st Prize
By: Susan MacLean
Did you know that Snapping Turtles are Canada’s
largest freshwater turtle and are believed to live well
over 100 years? They live in shallow water, do not
attack swimmers but will snap in self defence if
threatened since they cannot withdraw into their shells
like the smaller Painted Turtles in the photo can.
We are very lucky to have such fascinating wildlife

From the President cont’d…
sharing Otter Lake, and yes we have Otters too!
Seguin has plans, goals and by-laws that pledge to protect
our environment. Seguin’s Official Plan states the
protection of Seguin’s features, which include its 186 lakes
and many wetlands, “is a key underlying principle in this
Official Plan and for this reason, this Official Plan
establishes an Environment-First’ philosophy in the
Township. This means that the environment will be given
priority over economic or social development when
making all land use and public works decisions.”
Seguin’s “Waterfront Design Guidelines” state: “Natural
shorelines are a valuable commodity in limited
abundance. Shorelines are often referred to as the
Ribbon of Life, a complex and rich natural environment
critical to lake health ...” (FOCA’s healthy waterfronts
guide states the ribbon of life is “where 90% of all lake
and river life is born, raised or fed.” )
Seguin’s Strategic Plan states Goal #1 is “An over arching
imperative to be an environmental leader.”
I could go on but what is clear is that Seguin pledges in
legislation, goals and policy to protect our environment.
That is why Seguin Council’s approval of a Fill By-law
exemption on Aug. 24th to allow a trail of fill (4m X 40m)
which will bury wetland and rare Type 1 fish habitat at the
edge of Otter Lake was such a shock.
The applicant wanted to turn their water access cottage
into a land access property. Council could have allowed
the raised boardwalk option, which was also submitted in
the application and recommended by Staff as less
environmentally impactful. However, due diligence was
not done on the raised boardwalk and consequently,
inaccurate information was allowed to stand.
When new information on the boardwalk was submitted,
the Mayor put forward a Motion to Reconsider on Nov.
2nd. Three members of Council, including, Art Coles
representing Otter Lake/Ward 2, did not support the
Mayor’s motion. It failed to pass for lack of one more vote.
OLRA had requested Council reconsider its trail of fill
decision. Many OLRA members did too. So did 3 other
Lake Associations but all to no avail.
In the end, Mayor MacDiarmid said ”lessons have been
learned” and so they must. Seguin cannot claim to put the
Environment First and to be an environmental leader
without consistently protecting such scarce and vital
wetland / lakeshore habitat. That ribbon of life, with the
many species living there, depend on us walking the talk.
The Seguin Staff Report on the Public Input re: Short
Term Cottage Rentals (STCR) is due. Seguin received
300+ letters of input on it. Public Input is still being taken
on the Seguin Official Plan Review (see page 5).
This newsletter is always a team effort and all those who
contribute are much appreciated! Drop us a note to
info@olra.ca with questions / comments / photos or you
can also reach me at kerryemueller@gmail.com or 519463-5454. We have a wide variety of articles for you in
this newsletter. Enjoy reading and have a great fall/winter!
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Otter Lake Water Levels in 2020

Otter Lake Marina Update

By: Martin Chepesiuk

By: Jeff and Deb Smith

Otter Lake water levels were consistently high this summer
due to the abundant rainfall.
If you are interested, the OLRA website (www.olra.ca) has
a link called Lake Levels—MNRF to the Ministry of
Natural Resources and Forestry’s automated lake level
monitoring station where you can see the lake temperature
and water level in real time or for the past month. Lately
the water temperatures are getting down around 8 degrees
centigrade.
Photo by: Deb Smith
The weather has certainly changed, and it feels like fall.
But with the fall we are lucky to have such beautiful colours to enjoy as the trees begin to change.
We had a fantastic albeit different season this year. We
were truly fortunate to have such great weather this summer and it felt like there was a lot more activity on the
lake.
We are well on our way with the haul out and hope the
weather continues to cooperate. We hope to have all
boats in storage by the beginning of November.
Just a reminder if stopping by the marina office/store we
kindly ask that face coverings be worn.
We hope to have the store open for next season and will
communicate in advance what protocols, if any, will be
required.
We wish everyone a wonderful winter season and look
forward to seeing everyone next year.

MNRF biologist Amanda Vincent told me that in early
November the MNRF will remove a log or two from the
dam to lower the lake by about 20 cm for the winter. This
hopefully also helps lake trout spawn in deeper water so
their eggs are not exposed if the lake level falls further
over the winter.
Before this area was extensively logged starting in the
late 1800s, on some Muskoka and Huntsville area lakes
the average summer lake level was about 4 feet lower than
it is today. A wagon could be driven around the shoreline
in some area lakes. The loggers built dams so they could
float their logs downstream, and Ontario Hydro also built
dams to produce electricity. (Check out the OLRA Vintage
photo Gallery here.)
We are fortunate that we now have the dam at Little Otter
Lake where it flows into the Boyne River to keep our lake
levels relatively stable and a watershed that so far, has not
been prone to flooding our lakes However, with climate
change heavier rains are expected with increased
frequency so the range of high and low water levels is
likely to increase.
.

OLRA Membership Report

Lake Stewardship Report

By: AJ Mueller
Despite the chaotic year that 2020 has been, the OLRA
membership remained solid and is even a little ahead of
2019 in the overall numbers at this time. It is great that
families are adding more of their younger members allowing OLRA greater reach to Otter Lakers.

By: Brad Chittick

Thank you to all of you who have been generously donating to the environment and reserve funds too!
If you know of a new owner on the lake or someone you
think would like to join OLRA, please share this newsletter with them. There is a membership form on pg. 8 or
they can go to https://olra.ca/olra-membership/ Thanks
for your support!!
Dec. 31, 2019

Nov. 3, 2020

Families

172

171

Additional Family Members

237

247

Totals

409

418

Like everywhere else, this was a year of challenges
brought on by the CoVid pandemic and far from normal
weather. Just after we published the Spring Newsletter the
CoVid restrictions began. This was followed by a late
spring, a short but hot summer, and then an early and cold
fall. The impact of CoVid and an abnormal weather pattern
certainly affected our 2020 Stewardship program.
In May I began Lake Partnership Program (LPP) water
quality sampling. I dutifully got out on the lake before the
May long weekend, took the sample and mailed it to the
Dorset Environmental Science Centre (DESC).
Unfortunately, the MOECP had to cancel the LPP program
because of the DESC’s closure and therefore we will not
have phosphorous or calcium results for all the open water
months.
I continued to take water clarity readings (Secchi depth)
throughout the summer, in order to have some data that
could be compared to historical readings. In early October
the DESC reopened and invited the LPP volunteers to
submit one water sample.
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Lake Stewardship Report cont’d

Lake Stewardship Report cont’d

I took a final sample on October 11th with the assistance
of Marty Chepesiuk and his son John.
The data from 2019 was published by the MOECP in late
April. The results continue to trend on ‘normal’ levels.
See the graph of 2016—2019 result below.

‘turned’ before I had a chance to acquire the equipment
and perform the testing. Lesson learned! Do the O2
testing in late August.
I wish you all a wonderful Fall and Winter. Stay well,
stay safe. And I hope to see you on the lake this winter!

Seguin Official Plan Review Update
By: Gerry McDole
Completing a virtual Seguin Official Plan (OP) review
due to COVID-19 considerations has been challenging
for Seguin staff and the Steering Committee. In the view
of some, the digital input from residents is not the same
as the input from in person meetings. The exact number
of attendees at the Aug 24th virtual Public Meeting
recording release were not available however, if you
missed it, that recording is still available to be reviewed
on-line. The number of unique visitors to the OP web
site from August 24 to September 24 was 184 which
gives some indication of the public’s interest.
The review process is now entering Phase 3 which calls
for creating a draft OP. There is no fall public input
meeting, however the Discussion Papers have their
own forum and remain open for comments now.
Despite the challenges of 2020, the Benthos Monitoring
program which OLRA piloted last year, proceeded. This
year Seguin Township adopted the program and engaged
the Georgian Bay Biosphere (GBB) to conduct the sampling and analysis. The Township’s program selected six
lakes to sample. Both Otter and Little Otter were selected. OLRA enhanced Seguin’s sampling by sponsoring a
second site on Otter Lake to ensure that all sites sampled
in 2019 were again sampled in 2020 (1 on Little Otter, 2
on Otter).
And,…the results are in. Generally, there were fewer
‘Bugs in the Mud’ in the samples as compared to last
year. With the exception of Mites in Little Otter and Midges in Otter Lake, which show a marked increase in populations within the samples.
It is too early to draw any conclusions from this. GBB and
the Ontario Benthos Biomonitoring Network require three
years of sampling data to begin any trending analysis.
However, the author is claiming writer’s privilege to propose that the late arrival of spring and the extreme hot
weather of July may have played a role in impacting the
invertebrate populations from the previous 2019 season.
Lastly, I did not perform the O2 level testing in the six embayment sites this year. The early fall weather turned the
lake far sooner than was expected. O2 levels must be
taken when the lake is stratified. It is usual to do this in
early September, but this year the colder September
weather chilled the surface water quickly and the lake

The Discussion Papers cover a number of different
topics but two in particular should be of interest to
OLRA members. They are:


Recreational Carrying Capacity



Environment and Natural Heritage.

The discussion papers are particularly useful as they
outline both the provincial and current township policies.
One is asked to think about a number of thought
provoking questions on each topic. One can then
submit responses to these questions along with any
additional comments on the topic.
OLRA made a submission on the OP review earlier in
the summer as was presented at the OLRA AGM.
OLRA encourages its members to weigh in individually
too with their input. Now is the time to weigh in or wait
another 10 years! The last chance for comments in the
on-line forums will likely be some time this winter when
a Public Meeting will be held to review and comment on
the draft OP.

Hydro One Changed Rates as of Nov. 1
By: Kerry Mueller

Hydro One made changes to their pricing plans so now
is a good time to review your energy use and plan. Did
you know that microwaves use up to half the energy of
a conventional oven? Try this calculator for the plan
that suits you.
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Seguin Township Autumn Report
By: Mayor Ann MacDiarmid
Thank you to everyone throughout the Township for
your outstanding cooperation during the summer of
COVID-19. Our Township staff, first responders and
retail clerks have continued to provide the many
services that we all depend on. As the second wave of
the pandemic makes its way throughout Ontario it is
imperative that we continue to practice all aspects of
physical distancing, hand washing and mask wearing.
The infection rate continues to be very low in our own
community – let’s keep it that way with continued
vigilance.
I am delighted to introduce Jason Inwood as the new
Chief Administrative Officer for Seguin effective
November 2, 2020. Jason comes to Seguin from Innisfil
where he served as Director of Operations for several
years. Jason, his wife and two children are looking
forward to being active in all aspects of the Seguin
community.
Your Council is moving ahead to deliver robust
broadband services to over 4000 properties throughout
Seguin. In partnership with Vianet, 2 towers will be
erected to deliver fixed wireless broadband. The exact
location of the towers is still being worked out. We hope
that these locations will come back to Council before the
end of October. For more details on the Vianet project
please click https://www.seguin.ca/en/businessdevelopment/resources/Vianet-Internet-Project-FactSheet.pdf
To help us update our Internet coverage maps, we
would appreciate it if you would run the broadband
speed test located at www.smartnow.ca . This data is
completely confidential and goes directly into the CIRA
(Canadian Internet Registration Authority) database.
We plan to issue an RFP this autumn to find out how we
can continue to build the Seguin Internet coverage
beyond its current levels. The speed test results are
important inputs to this RFP.
Our community centres are opening with strict COVID19 protocols in place. The ice rink is fully operational
now and our libraries have curb side pickup available
until they can re-open safely to serve you in person.
We are still accepting public input into the Official Plan
Review at www.seguinopr.com
This document is critical to positioning Seguin for its
next phase of growth. We want to hear from you.
Enjoy Seguin is all of its autumn splendour. Please stay
safe and be kind to everyone you meet in these
uncertain times.
Ann MacDiarmid
annmacdiarmid@seguin.ca 705-346-2210 (cell)

Ward 1 Councilor Report, Seguin Township
By: Councillor Daryle Moffatt

Dear Neighbours on the Otter Lakes.
It goes without saying that since late February/early
March that 2020 has been a vastly different year from
where we thought it would be when we rolled over the
calendar on January 1st. Terms like Coronavirus/
COVID-19, social or physically distance, “let’s have a
ZOOM call” have become normal everyday terms. Daily
COVID-19 infection updates have also become common place from the health agencies.
Unfortunately, it looks like COVID-19 will continue to
impact our every day lives for the foreseeable future but
as a community, we need to stick together, help one
another where we can and listen to the health professionals.
Among all the ups and downs, your Township of Seguin
(Seguin) Council has been busy over the last five
months, including interviewing for its Chief Financial
Officer, getting input from residents on its Official Plan,
on the issue of short-term accommodation, siting and
consultation protocols for telecommunication towers to
name but a few. Seguin also saw hundreds of Gypsy
moths arrive, see this link for what you can do to stop
the spread.
The 2021 budget kicked-off in September 2020 with the
next update in January 2021. Broadband has become
more important in rural Ontario and Seguin is working
with Vianet to bring better internet to the Otter Lake
area but not at the expense of removal of more parkland/trees and visual pollution.
I have been working with residents on boat launch issues, road matters, building and planning department
items, local trail matters and attended various committee virtual meetings but did find time to log about 400
kilometres on my bike this year, mainly in support of PS
Ride and raised over $500 for the West Parry Sound
Health Centre Foundation.
As we found out on September 17, 2020 the Ontario
Energy Board has ordered Hydro One Networks Inc. to
eliminate the Seasonal customer rate class. You can
find more information about this decision at the Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations’ (FOCA) link
along with the fact that customers (reclassed to R2
(Low Density) will expect to experience a total bill
(increase) impact. As a FOCA Board member, this remains a hot topic.
Drinking water is available 365 days of the year (subject
to maintenance work) at the Foley Community Centre
(around the back of the building), the Orrville Community Centre on Highway 518 (also around the back of the
building) and the Humphrey Community Centre/Arena.
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Ward 1 Councilor Report cont’d
Twice monthly during Spring, Summer and Fall, and
monthly (Winter) I send an eNews/email (before each
Council meeting) to residents that summarizes Council
business and activities/events going on in and around the
area.
If you would like to receive this email, please send me an
email and your Seguin address to:
darylemoffatt@gmail.com
Also you can visit my website at www.darylemoffatt.com
for more information. I can also be reached at (416) 5003451.
I also have office hours at the Foley Community Centre,
once a month (usually a Friday afternoon). This gives
residents an opportunity to drop by to discuss municipal
matters and if you would like to meet me, please contact
me to arrange an appointment due to the COVID-19 protocols in place. Nonetheless, I am happy to discuss/meet
residents outside of these office hours.
I look forward to seeing residents around the area over a
quieter period and again at the OLRA 2021 Annual General Meeting, which may be its second virtual meeting.

Ward 2 Councilor Report, Seguin Township
By: Councillor Art Coles

Who would have thought we would still be struggling with
the corona virus and all of its fall out this late in the 2020
season? In spite of this, however, life goes on and so does
our work of serving our constituents.
My time is spent responding to constituent queries regarding
many issues, from building permits to roads, waste Management, and of course the Belvedere Heights Long Term Care
facility.
As you may have heard, we have an outstanding number of
building permits that remain open after many years. This is a
problem shared by most of our local Municipalities and is as
a result of the province placing the responsibility for closing
permits on the heads of property owners. Our approach to
this now is that these permits will remain open in a dormant
state until a property owner requests a new permit. At this
time we will attempt to close any outstanding permits on this
property. We are hoping that this will reduce the burden of
closing permits arbitrarily and bring a rational approach to
this business.
In the last Article we talked about the issue of converting
seasonal roads to year round roads. I am pleased to say
that we have begun to transition some roads from seasonal
to year round. These are the roads for this year:

•
•
•
•

12th concession,
Spring Lane, Mathewson Dr,
Tucker Lake Rd, and
Berkley Rd.

We look forward to adding more roads each year as time
and budgets allow.
I continue to work with Belvedere Long Term Care Facility.
We have seconded a senior administrator from the West
Parry Sound District Health Centre. Who is capably managing this facility through very difficult times. We have had no
incidents of Coved 19 among our residents and we hope
that we can maintain that standard. We have applied to construct 24 additional beds at the home and are awaiting the
provincial decision on this.
The Parry Sound Chamber of Commerce continues to be
active in spite of recently losing our President and Vice
President. Local businesses have been innovative and creative through this Pandemic. Most are surviving. I would urge
all of you to support our local economy whenever possible.
We have come to rely on products and services that they
provide and it would be a shame to lose them.
I look forward to hearing from many of you over the coming
months. If at any time you have questions about the township, it’s services or ward 2 please contact me at 705 378
0434 or artcoles@seguin.ca
Adult – People Category – 2nd Prize
By: Susan MacLean

All the best for a wonderful fall season.
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Please give any new neighbours on the lake a warm Otter Lake welcome, share this newsletter
and encourage them to join our OLRA family too!
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Tales from Otter Lake

Tales From Otter Lake cont’d

By: Richard Hood
Otter Lake has a rich shared history with those of us who love it.
With your submissions we can share our stories to enrich our Lake
community. R.H.

Tale #2 The Cottage Road

Sometimes the journey is just as important as the destination. For many of us, our cottage road experiences
are indelibly tied to our love of our cottages.
May it ever be so.

Perhaps it was the scent. Paige’s long, golden-retriever
nose, firmly resting on the console between the front
seats, began to twitch feverishly. As I made the turn on
to Otter Lake Road, followed the signs to Grand Tappattoo and Otter Lake Marina, Paige’s head bobbed up.
She poked it out the window, exalting in the smells of
chipmunks, squirrels…so many exciting chases waiting.
Tammy Lea Copeman (a true storyteller), shared that
when her family took the 217 Exit Ramp, her dog Subby
“…would feel the vehicle slow down…it started out low,
then it would fill the car and likely the forest too…That
beagle howl!”
Tammy also remembers negotiating the steep hill to the
government dock: “…as a child, going over that final
hill…That long, steep hill…That leads directly into the
lake! (Please brakes! Don’t fail us now!)”
None of us were immune to the enchanting call of the
cottage road. It smelled of adventure. Even danger. My
kids unbelievably put down their iPads. After a two-hour
drive, they grinned.
Many of us share this ‘cottage-road experience’. Cajoling the kids…packing the car…selecting the food…
complaining about the long drive and the crazy drivers.
Somehow it all disappears when we make that final turn.
Somehow our spirits rise, even as we acknowledge the
million little jobs that await at the cottage.
Sometimes we see big changes.
“Geez, they paved the road. Why did they have to do
that?”
“Wow, they built a rock wall by the train bridge. I wonder if it was going to collapse?”
“Hey, that mailbox cluster wasn’t there last year!”
“OMG…check out the new Marina…it’s beautiful.”
Rick Rakosy tells a story of his parent’s journey to the
cottage in 1961. At that time they had to walk about a
mile through the forest from where the road ended to
their cottage.
“They were caught in a thunderstorm…they came
across Mrs. Koppisch who took them in until the storm
subsided. This led to a lengthy cottage friendship…”
Rick also recalled the trek along old Hwy 69…how dangerous it was. It reminded me of the joy of ‘borrowing’
one of the road signs (I never did that!); of the frustration
of being trapped behind a huge truck headed to Sudbury…how my heart skipped a beat when I pulled out to
pass!

.

Otter Lake Road Mascot Ready For Canada Day
Photo by: Kerry Mueller
"We welcome stories from lovers of Otter Lake, whether
you're 6 or 60. Please contact Richard Hood
(richardhood3@gmail.com) for details."

Broadband Internet Updates
By: Brian Hindley
Our first virtual OLRA AGM meeting on July 19th, 2020,
had good participation with close to 60 people attending
via Zoom. 69% attended from their lake property, 27%
attended from outside Seguin and 4% attended using an
internet connection elsewhere in Seguin. Despite a
crashing thunderstorm interrupting us somewhat, the
internet allowed us to gather from near and far and stay
safe from COVID-19 at the same time. Thank goodness
we live in a digital age!
The following are some updates and information on local
(and not so local) broadband projects.
Carling Township Fibre Optic and Fixed Wireless
Internet Pilot Project - This project ,supported by Carling Township, West Parry Sound Smart Community Network and Vianet is constructing a fibre optic/tower project
to supply local customers. On September 1st, hydro was
activated to the tower and the equipment was turned live.
Vianet has begun connecting fibre customers and wireless site-checks have begun.
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Broadband Internet Update cont’d
Seguin/Vianet High Speed Internet Project - Seguin
Township, West Parry Sound Smart Community Network
and Vianet are working jointly on a high speed internet
tower project that would bring high speed internet to customers in the vicinity of Foley, Otter and Little Otter Lake.
Councilor Daryle Moffatt spearheaded Council requiring
Vianet to review their initial choice of tower location near
Foley Matheson Park near Little Otter Lake. OLRA supported that review. Subsequently, a new location at
Oastler Park Drive and Brooks Road and was found and
approved by Council. Little Otter and most of Otter Lake
are within 5 km of this location while the balance of Otter
Lake is within 8 km.

A Dash of Culture

Courtesy of the Festival of The Sound
Enhance your lakeside isolation with the Festival of the
Sound’s Autumn Concert Series, celebrating Beethoven's
250 birthday.
“A year ago, I would never have dreamed we would be
launching our Festival celebrating Beethoven’s music
online! Beethoven is perhaps the composer whose music
best expresses how much the world feels during this difficult time. The challenges this pandemic has brought have
inspired us to find new ways to reach you. I’m really looking forward to coming to your home this autumn!”
Festival of the Sound Artistic Director, James Campbell

Seguin Township Draft Consultation Protocol for Telecommunication Tower Projects - Drafting this protocol
may have been sparked by Council’s rejection of a Bell
Canada proposal to construct a high speed internet tower
on Stanley Park Road.
Seguin Township is in the process of developing a Consultation Protocol for Telecommunication Tower Projects
within the Township, and put out a call for public comment by September 30, 2020. This protocol, while acknowledging that municipalities do not have legislative
recourse to prevent a tower site from being chosen, provides much needed guidance on the role that a municipality can take to influence the process and push telecommunications provides to be more rigorous, environmentally conscious, and consultative in their selection
process and in the design/choice of telecommunications
tower types.
The protocol also encourages telecommunications providers to consider utilizing existing towers, including
those of their competitors in expanding their service areas. Of note in this regard, Bell cited leasing costs for utilizing an existing nearby tower to the proposed Stanley
House Road site as a reason why sharing an existing
tower was not economically feasible. While the consultation process has ended, you may still wish to provide comments!!
Starlink Satellite Internet Project - Elon Musk's Starlink
Satellite Internet Project has launched a series of satellites beginning in early 2020 that propose to provide high
speed internet service via satellite to Canadian and US
customers by late 2020.
Oct. 21st, 2020 the Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities (FONOM) endorsed Starlink. It has been suggested that this may be the best alternative for high
speed internet services to rural Ontario, as opposed to
building internet infrastructure on the ground.
Currently there are over 800 of these satellites in place
with many more proposed. How well the Starlink systems will perform relative to other satellite / ground-based
systems is being tested so we should know more soon.
Competition is growing for rural internet suppliers.

Parry Sound’s Festival of the Sound, Canada’s premier
classical summer music festival, is pleased to invite you
to their virtual concert series -- “Beethoven@250”, sponsored by RE/MAX Parry Sound – Muskoka Realty Ltd.
This series features many of Beethoven’s best-loved piano sonatas (including Moonlight Sonata), string quartets
(including String Quartet No. 3 & No. 4, Op. 18), and
even his delightful Clarinet Trio, all performed by Festival
Artists such as the Gryphon Trio, James Campbell, the
Penderecki, New Zealand, and Rolston String Quartets,
and others!
Lecturer Jeffrey Stokes joins Artistic Director James
Campbell and Festival artists for six concerts throughout
October, November, and December. Each concert is followed by a live post-concert "reception" including a live
chat between Campbell and the musicians and a Q&A
session open to all participants.
A Series Pass provides you access to all six virtual concerts for $99 and can be ordered:
• online at: www.festivalofthesound.ca/events/virtualevents/beethoven250/,
• by phone at 1-866-364-0061
• in-person at the Festival Station Office located at 1
Avenue Road, Parry Sound.
For more information on the series or other ticketing options (such as the “Supporter’s Pass”, which includes a
tax-deductible receipt, or tickets for individual sessions)
please visit our website at www.festivalofthesound.ca
OR visit/call the Festival Station Office, 9-5 Monday to
Friday.
Also, why not take a look at our Festival Gift Shop while
you’re there? Located in the Festival Station Office (and
online at www.festivalofthesound.ca/gift-shop), We have
a wide selection of clothing, jewellery, and musical treasures that are just waiting to follow you home.
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ICECAP Update
By: Daryle Moffatt
In 2020, the Integrated Community
Energy & Climate Action Plans (ICECAP) partnership, for
which I am Co-chair, has been rolling out and gathering
data via its Carbon Calculator (see the link below). This
roll out has been bumpy due to COVID-19. The ICECAP
partnership has worked hard to get the regional area’s
residents engaged but more is needed.
Climate change is not just limited to our everyday lives
because I have seen first-hand climate change and
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions come into the area of
taxation, which is where I make my living, by impacting
my clients and others across Canada. A few years back,
the Department of Finance brought forward legislation
that was passed into law that allows taxpayers to purchase zero-emission cars and receive a significant tax
deduction that is not available to taxpayers who purchase
an internal combustible engine (ICE) vehicle. There has
been limited changes in tax legislation related to ICE vehicles since 1987 and each year, the courses I instruct
always refers to this date given the number of years
since we have seen changes. From my viewpoint and
where Canada is heading in terms of GHG emissions, I
see tax legislation continue to change (for the better) for
electric vehicles and ICE vehicles will be left behind.
When the COVID-19 restrictions were put in place in
Spring 2020, we did see a positive impact on the environment but there is still more we can do. Late in September an article in The Globe and Mail (G&M) title “Can
Mozambique’s farmers teach the world about survival in
a changing climate?” A good reach and a lot of learning
experience.
On October 7th, we saw the federal government ban single-use plastics items, including straws, cutlery, grocery
bags to name but a few. On October 8th, I read an article
in the G&M titled “Climate change threatens Canada’s
dams – but who’s keeping track?”, That got me thinking
about the weir dam at the end of Little Otter and what
condition it is in given that it is an important piece of infrastructure right here in our backyard. This article spoke
about the more than 14,000 dams across Canada and
that not all provinces have legislation or record-keeping
to monitor their maintenance or assess the risk they
pose.
Just this past week, we saw the good news that the Ford
Motor Company’s Oakville plant, with the assistance of
both the federal and provincial governments, will be making electric cars.
From my own perspective, my wife and I purchased a
Hybrid Volvo vehicle in April 2019 and realized savings in

Icecap Update cont’d
terms of less gasoline costs with only a marginal
amount of increases in our electricity costs while driving
similar kilometres. We expect to see larger savings in
2020 but a lot of that can be attributed to less driving
because of COVID-19.
Organizations closer to home are doing their part
where-by the Town of Parry Sound is building a solar
farm to allow it to be self-sufficient using green energy,
If you have driven along Black Road, near the Petro
Canada, you will see some construction in the area,
which are two solar farms. A third one is being built
around Memories of Muskoka along Lake Joseph Road.
All these are great local wins for the climate and now it
is your turn!
If you have not heard about ICECAP, here is some information to bring you up to speed.
What is ICECAP and why should I participate?
The ICECAP project is a partnership of area municipalities and First Nations to understand their GHG emissions, set targets to reduce them and implement plans
for action thereby saving themselves and their residents
money.
Working with the Georgian Bay Biosphere Reserve, the
ICECAP partnership is a unique regional model that
provides support that area councils and communities
need to progress toward a new energy future that produces fewer GHG emissions.
But we need your help! Municipalities have done their
part and benchmarked their own GHG emissions. Now
a new carbon calculator has been developed as an educational tool, and as a method for collecting data for the
ICECAP partnership for our area and communities as a
whole.
Data will be used in the following ways:
 Monitor local energy and GHG emission trends in
our area and communities.
 Develop energy and GHG emission baselines for
our area and communities.
 Contribute to the development of local climate action and regional energy plans.
 Identify opportunities for energy efficiency, reducing
GHG emissions, and saving money on energy in
our area and communities.
Please look for more information on this great initiative
so you can get involved as we deal with climate change
in the region, Ontario, Canada and across the world but
in the meantime, visit ICECAP online and the Carbon
Calculator to learn more and participate!
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Safe Quiet Lakes Stakeholder Meeting
Summary
By: Denise Exler

Safe Quiet Lakes Stakeholder Meeting
Summary Cont’d

The following is a summary of Safe Quiet Lakes
(SQL) annual stakeholder’s meeting held online
on Friday, September 25, 2020.
As part of SQL’s outreach program in order to educate
the public, the Boater’s Code was posted at marinas and
377 swimmer cards were given out by the OPP.
National Decibel Coalition
Also, SQL is forming a National Decibel Coalition with the
objective to enhance existing boat muffler legislation to
include decibel limits. Nowadays, racing boats and highperformance engines are a common sight, especially on
the larger Muskoka lakes. Presently Canada only has a
muffler law in place, one of the few western countries
without decibel legislation. Law enforcement have
stopped enforcing the current muffler laws as there is
little chance to get convictions in court based on the law’s
limitations.
Today the focus is on lobbying Transport Canada to enhance current legislation which will include decibel limits
with effective enforcement procedures. There is ongoing
dialogue with various lake associations and actual boaters as well as FOCA. Also, a sound meter has been purchased to measure decibel levels on participating lakes.
Wakes and Speed Pilot Project
SQL embarked on the Wakes and Speed Pilot Project as
their membership have indicated that their top concerns
have been the size of boat wakes and boat speed. The
focus of this project is creating tactics to both educate
and mitigate the effects wakes and speeds have on the
lakes. Their first test area was the Indian River and Mirror
Lake area near Port Carling.
In October 2019, there were 60 responses to their online
survey asking residents in this area to answer questions
about their concerns regarding boating traffic. 90% or
more indicated they were concerned about the impact of
wakes and the lack of safety knowledge of boaters. 80%
felt more signage was needed and 85% wanted more
buoys in the area.
In the 2020 boating season, twenty-five new 9 km signs
were posted in the area. Buoys positioned in the waterways had a substantial effect and lowered wake levels.
No Wake signs featuring a loon with “This is my home”
were designed by SQL and the Muskoka Lakes Association purchased 50 with requests for dozens more from
their membership.
A radar speed sign measuring boat speed was placed in
the Foreman Narrows. Data collected will be analyzed
and a fall survey of the residents will determine the results of this pilot project.

Youth Category – 2nd Prize
By:Kaitlyn Kelaher
OPP Report
In the spring boat ramps were closed due to Covid
measures; however, there were record boat sales and
more people boating on the lakes this summer. The
OPP experienced more complaints of PWC and inexperienced operators.
In the 2020 boating season, there were twenty fatal occurrences (accidents) with twenty-four fatalities. The top
three contributing factors are capsizing, falling overboard and other events. Of the fatalities, 90% were
male and 10% female, and 30% involved alcohol and a
staggering 86% were not wearing personal floatation
devices (PFD). Many of those who died were good
swimmers and it was noted that the divers have never
taken a body off the bottom of a lake wearing a PFD.
The OPP checked 45,991 boats provincially this year
with 1542 incidents involving the Liquor License Act (up
32%). They have only three vessels in the Muskoka
Lakes region and are quite pleased to hear that there
are plans to hire 200 more OPP officers across Ontario.
Civil Liability
Legislation needs an overhaul for boating collisions.
Boating accidents are quite different from auto accidents where speed is not as regulated and there is no
protection for passengers such as seat belts and air
bags. Liability claims are controlled by marine legislation
to $1 million which is not adequate for those severely
injured who need nursing care and face huge medical
costs for the rest of their lives.
Liability insurance is not mandatory on boats. Also boat
owners are not responsible for the operator’s negligence; in other words, the boat owner cannot be sued
for damages if they were not operating the boat.
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Safe Quiet Lakes Meeting Summary Cont’d
Transport Canada
The erection and maintenance of signage on waterways
and shore areas are the responsibility of the municipality,
once Transport Canada grants the restriction. A lake association can buy and erect signs for a municipality providing
there is an agreement with the township on where and for
how long the signs are up and maintained. This is agreement should be on file with the township or municipality.
Private buoys need to be marked with the letters “PRIV” on
both sides as well as with reflective yellow tape and the
contact info of the buoy owner. Approved white swimming
buoys are allowed but cannot be attached together by any
material such as rope to allow for the safe passage of
kayakers and canoeists.
For more information and resources check out the SQL
website here. OLRA supports Safe Quiet Lakes and their
efforts to make lakes safer and quieter to ensure the sustainable enjoyment of a treasured shared resource.

relocating the Loon platform on Long Arm
Photo by: Sharon Link

Our Local Advertisers

Loon Report - Fall 2020
By: Kerry Mueller

In both the centre and south Otter Lake areas a Loon
family hatched one chick. Both families nested on natural shores, perhaps because the lake was less busy
with boats this spring due to COVID-19. One egg didn’t
hatch which is not uncommon..
On Little Otter, unfortunately for the first time in 13 years
the Loons did not hatch either of their two eggs despite
incubating for weeks. Why they left the nest is unclear.
Hopefully they have better success next year.
As per the advice of Birds Canada, OLRA left the Long
Arm loon platform in its initial location for 3 years in
hopes that a Loon pair would discover it and nest. That
did not happen so it was relocated on Long Arm late in
the summer with the help of Sharon and Doug Link and
their grandchildren as
well as AJ and me. It
was one of the few
times we used our
boat in 2020. (photo to
the left by Sharon
Link.)
There is at least one
Loon chick still on Otter Lake, feeding and
building its strength for
the long migration to
an ocean for winter.
The chicks need to
leave before freeze up
as they need open
water to land and take
off repeatedly on that
long journey.
The adult Loons have
usually already left for
the coasts by now. We
will look forward to
their return in early
spring and hearing
their iconic calls
again.
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2020 OLRA Photography Contest

2020 OLRA Photography Contest cont’d

By: Denise Exler
The results are in!! OLRA is pleased to announce the
winners of the 2020 annual OLRA Photo Contest. The
winners were selected based on the votes of 50 members . It was a very close contest with many wonderful
and interesting photos entered. Some categories were
won by just one vote!
Thank you to all those that entered. We had so many
entries this year (67) and every photo in itself was a
champion!
Many of those who voted commented on how amazing
all the photos were, how awesome to see so many entries and what a great community we have on Otter Lake.
We all have bragging rights if we have a place to go to on
Otter Lake. But for the photo contest bragging rights ,
here are the entries that you as a collective selected!
https://olra.ca/galleries/

Adult – People Category – 1st Prize
By: Laura Davies

Winners of the 2020 Photo Contest
Category
Adult People
Adult People

Prize
1st
2nd

Adult People

3rd

Adult Scenery
Adult Scenery
Adult Scenery
Adult Wildlife
Adult Wildlife
Adult Wildlife
Youth
Youth
Youth

1st
2nd
3rd
1st
2nd
3rd
1st
2nd
3rd

Overall Winner
Adult – Wildlife Category 2nd Prize
By: Mark Nuttall

Amount Name
$25
Laura Davies
$20
Susan MacLean
Jessica Lang$15
don
$25
Laura Davies
$20
Tim Hurley
$15
Sandy Barton
$25
Susan MacLean
$20
Mark Nuttall
$15
Brenden Cowan
$25
Jillian Hurley
$20
Kaitlyn Kelaher
$15
Kaitlyn Kelaher
$25

Laura Davies

Seguin Landfill will be switching to Winter Hours effective
November 1st. Winter hours will be Wednesday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
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Our Local Advertisers cont’d
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When you are a member of OLRA you are automatically also a member of FOCA so check
out these many benefits and resources that FOCA offers.

