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Save These 2019 Dates:
OLRA Annual General Meeting on Sunday May 19th 2019

9am-noon (doors open @ 8:15am for socializing and refreshments)
Come out to meet your neighbours, stay up-to-date and hear informative speakers
including Mayor Ann MacDiarmid and Councillors Daryle Moffatt and Art Coles
Foley Community Hall and Resource Centre, 60 Rankin Lake Rd, Foley, ON P2A 0B2

2019 OLRA BBQ and Photo Contest, Saturday July 27th 2019
at the Grand Tappattoo Resort. Everyone welcome!
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Electing Our Executive / New
Appointed Board Members
As of Sept. 1st, OLRA started its 57th year! That is an
impressive history of caring Otter Lake residents coming
together to contribute to the lake community, to give us
a collective voice at the Township (Seguin), other levels
of government and the Federation of Ontario Cottagers’
Associations (FOCA). As well, OLRA endeavors to inform residents about key issues, sustainable lake living
and fun events!
The OLRA Board of Directors can consist of up to 9
Board members who each usually serve a three year
term. Check out Our Association on OLRA’s website for
our Aims and Objectives for keeping Otter Lake the
clean, shared jewel it is today!
The Board typically meets three times a year: in February, on the day of the Annual General Meeting (AGM)

Board Appointed Directors to be voted on at the AGM
John Roberts
Denise Exler
and in the fall.
Since our last AGM, three more Otter Lakers have put up
their hands to join our Board. John Roberts from Little
Otter Lake and Denise Exler from the Long Arm on Otter
Lake have been appointed as Directors by the OLRA
Board. Their appointments will be voted on by the OLRA
membership at our next AGM.
AJ Mueller was appointed by a Board resolution to take
over the Treasurer role vacated by Daryle Moffatt in
January 2019. Under this situation, AJ’s appointment to
the Board is not required to be voted on until the
Treasurer's existing term ends at the May AGM 2020 .
Do let us know if you too are interested in joining our
Board or volunteering to help out. There is room for one
more! If so, please contact the nominating committee
below, email info@olra.ca or inform another Board
member. New Board members are elected at the Annual
General Meeting. Nominations can also be made at the
AGM. You must be a current OLRA member to be a
Board member and to vote.
OLRA’s AGM will be Sunday, May 19th 2019 at the
Foley Community Centre from 9-noon. Doors open at
8:15 am for neighbourly social time, paying dues, buying
BBQ tickets, talking with your Mayor and Councilors,
coffee and snacks. See you there!

Nominating Committee
Kerry Mueller
519-463-5454
Gerry McDole
705-378-5220
John Roberts
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From The President
By: Kerry Mueller

It is delightful to see the spring sun melting the snow
off our driveway while Canada Geese start to hang out
in the open water at the Narrows (it is hard to see them
in this photo but they are there!).

Photo by AJ Mueller - March 27th, 2019
Within about a month the ice should be out and the
Loons back to claim their nesting spots. A Loon was
spotted March 27th near Chicago so they are getting
close! To follow their migration and others click here.
As much as some things stay the same we are in times
of great change due mostly to climate change. And
change has become the theme of this newsletter.
OLRA will present to Council on April 1st re: starting a
new program, Benthos Monitoring, to advance our
understanding of our changing lake ecology. Other
lake associations are interested too. (See page 4)
There are big changes happening at Otter Lake Marina
as Deb and Jeff Smith rebuild their home and store this
summer after fire destroyed those structures on Dec.
26th. 2018. We wish them well as they join our lake
under these extraordinary circumstances during their
first season! (See page 5)
Our summer weather changed greatly from 2017 to
2018. 2017’s summer was rainy and cool with high
lake levels washing waves over docks. In 2018 we had
a record breaking hot dry summer with forest fires
raging out of control, one too close for comfort just
north of Parry Sound.

From the President cont’d…
I am sure many fingers are crossed for more of a “happy
medium” summer this year but with climate change upon
us we’ll need to be adaptable and be prepared.
As well, we all need to get our heads around the
societal changes needed to reduce climate change. We
know the time is frighteningly short now, less than 12
years. When our kids and grandkids ask us what actions
we took, I hope we will have some good answers for
them as to how we helped shape a cleaner, greener and
safer future for them and frankly, for ourselves too.
To that end, the Georgian Bay Biosphere Reserve
(GBBR) is asking area municipalities to sign a Climate
Protection Resolution to take such action. On April 15th
they will present at Seguin Council. (See page 10)
The Monarch’s are returning from Mexico after a warmer
than usual winter. They are leaving their winter homes
earlier than normal and heading our way. (See page 11)
What has and can be done to reduce the green house
gases (GHGs) causing climate change? We have a
progress report on Seguin efforts and some suggestions
on what else is being done by other municipalities and
on a personal level too. (See page 14)
Lastly, here are some updates on issues coming before
Seguin Council on April 1st besides OLRA’s Benthos
Monitoring proposal as previously mentioned.
Council will consider:
 the allocation of the year end 2018 surplus of
$210,016.23. The proposal is that $110,016 be
added to the Severe Weather Reserve. In 2018
Seguin used $63,400 for weather events.
 a report on the proposed West Parry Sound Pool
and Wellness Centre. If all the municipalities and
the Indigenous communities in the Parry Sound
District support this project, the report estimates
Seguin’s share of the annual cost to operate such a
facility to be $45,000 (15% of $300,000 annually).


a proposal to proceed with the review of the Seguin
Strategic Plan. If approved the public consultation
would happen in June 2019.

 Official Plan Amendment 9 re Seguin’s Water
Quality in which OLRA’s input was incorporated.
This newsletter is always a team effort and all those who
contribute articles, proof read etc. are much appreciated!
Drop us a note to info@olra.ca with questions /
comments / photos or you can also reach me at
kerryemueller@gmail.com or 519-463-5454.
We’ll look forward to seeing you at our AGM on May
19th, 2019. Our new Mayor, Anne MacDairmid will be
speaking as well as two familiar Otter Lakers: Daryle
Moffatt as our new Ward 1 Councillor and Art Coles as
our new Ward 2 Councillor.
Enjoy the spring and summer coming up! There are lots
of great activities to enjoy, some of which we have listed
and linked for you on page 15.
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Loon Report

Lake Stewardship Report

By: Kerry Mueller

By: Brad Chittick

Did you ever think to have sympathy for the nesting
Loons while you were swatting blackflies? It had not
crossed my mind until I ran across a study released in
June 2018 that determined that Loons can become so
bothered by black flies in a bad outbreak that the chick
fledging rate is decreased by as much as 23%.

After a snowy winter that provided lots of opportunities for
sledding, skiing and other winter sports on and around the
lake, there are now signs of spring everywhere! Soon the
ice will be out and lake water testing can start again.

Somehow I had assumed that a Loon’s feathers would
protect them but that is not so. A Loon that is being
swarmed and bitten will have ruffed feathers at the nape
of their neck and will be frequently shaking their heads.
According to the Algonquin Park website, Canada is
home to 161 species of blackflies. 42 species have been
found in Algonquin Park and although it does not seem
possible when they are swarming around us, only 4 of
those species bite humans. The majority feed on birds.
There is one variety of black fly, Simulium annulus, that
prefers to feed on Loons to the extent that the parasitic
relationship between S. annulus, and the common loon
(Gavia immer) has been considered one of the most exclusive relationships between any host species and a
black fly species.

In the summer of 2018 I completed all six monthly tests for
the two deep water testing sites for our lakes through the
Lake Partner Program (LPP) run out of Dorset by the Ontario Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks
(MOECP). The results of these tests for total phosphorus
and clarity (secchi depth) for 2018 were expected to be
published by the MOECP in January or February 2019. As
of writing this article in mid-March they have not yet been
posted so are expected soon. To download the results for
Otter Lake (BIG OTTER - STN 4193) and Otter Lake
(LITTLE - STN 4196) for 2018 and prior years click here.
Additionally, this September I intend to test for dissolved
oxygen as was done by Bev Clark in 2017 when he did the
lake water study for OLRA.
Last summer was a record breaking hot, dry season which
caused unusually low water levels and some boating challenges as new islands temporarily appeared in Otter Lake!
Those extreme conditions lead to fire bans to be announced by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
(MNR&F) and also aggravated the wild fire, Parry Sound
33, which burned over 11,000 hectares over much of the
summer in the area north of Parry Sound.
As our climate continues to change so do the effects of
those changes on our lake’s ecosystem and its food web.
To be able to monitor and measure those changes the
OLRA Board investigated and at the Feb. 2019 Board
meeting, approved working with the Georgian Bay Biosphere Reserve (GBBR) to join the Benthos Monitoring
program, also run by the MOECP for many years.

Photo By Marilyn Campbell - Nesting Loon June 11th, 2018
Black fly populations are particularly high when there is a
late ice-out date, a late snowmelt and warm but not hot
temperatures. Typically from Mother’s Day to Father’s
Day they will be numerous. Loon pairs usually nest in
June and take turns incubating to allow their mate to feed
and possibly also to get a reprieve from black flies.
Over 40% of the Loons that abandoned their nest due to
black flies tried nesting a second time, often in the same
spot, with about a 50% success rate. Last year one pair
of Loons on Otter Lake abandoned their nest and then
there was a late hatching. Perhaps this is an explanation.
As the Loons return let us hope for an average black fly
season. They are after all an indicator of the wonderful
clean flowing water that we love and are an essential part
of the food web that we are all part of and depend on.

Benthos observation is the process of gathering sediment
samples near shorelines and counting the larvae and pupae of the “bugs in the mud”. These bugs are the base of
the lake food web and are sensitive to change so behave
like the canary in the mine for changes in lake ecosystems.
Healthy lakes can support a variety of developing insect
larvae. Monitoring these populations is another way of
comparing lakes, determining if conditions in a lake are
changing and help to spot such changes sooner than by
measuring a lake’s chemistry alone.
The GBBR has been conducting Benthos Monitoring in
Georgian Bay and several lakes in the area. The Muskoka
Lakes Watershed Council has also been conducting these
Benthos observations over several years which will provide
good data against which to compare Otter Lake.
OLRA will be making a deputation to Seguin Council on
April 1st to ask Council to consider supporting such a
Benthos Monitoring program for interested lake associations in Seguin as the District of Muskoka has done in
their area. Please come out to show your support.
I wish everyone a great start to spring!

5

Otter Lake Marina Update

Lake Plan Planning Update

By Deb and Jeff Smith

By: Gerry McDole
The possibility of developing a lake plan was postponed
pending the new Seguin Council reviewing the township’s Strategic Plan (SP) and Official Plan (OP). It was
felt that changes to the SP or OP could impact the direction of a lake plan making earlier work redundant.
Seguin Council will be taking another vote at the April
1st council meeting on how to proceed with the reviews.
Public consultation is part of the process and may begin
as early as May on the SP and then in the summer for
the OP. As a result, it is now time to think of establishing a steering committee to guide the development of a
lake plan as the new official plan unfolds.

Photo by: Deb and Jeff Smith

Hello Otter Lake Marina families,
We wanted to send an update on our progress to date.
Despite a very slow start, we have finally seen some progress. After receiving Ministry approval, we are glad to
share that the property cleanup has started this week,
March 11, 2019. Once the cleanup is finished, the rebuild
will start!

Many hands will be required for such an undertaking
and we would welcome several volunteers to help in
this regard.
Just to remind everyone of the “why” of a lake plan. The
purpose of a lake plan is about the preservation of our
lakes. By educating and bringing people together we
will create a community voice that will enhance our influence on municipal government. Other benefits include bench marking our lakes as well as chronicling
the lake history - “how we got here”. Through consultation with many on our lakes we can decide together
where we want to go from here and why.

We plan on being at the property once the ice is out on
the lake, the beginning of April (first or second week).
We will be living on site in a trailer and we will also have a
mobile trailer unit for the store.

It could include a guide to the features of our lakes, the
permitted uses as well as a guide to good stewardship
behaviour. Lastly, it would increase our ability to influence policy making. Food for thought given some of the
early initiatives of our new Ontario Government.

We truly appreciate all the support we have received and
are looking forward to meeting everyone and becoming a
part of this great community!

Please give serious thought to volunteering your talents
and by responding to any one of OLRA Board members. Thank you.

See you soon,
Jeff and Deb Smith

2019 OLRA Photography Contest
By Sharon and Doug Link
Once again, we will be holding the Annual OLRA Photography Contest. This year the date for the OLRA annual BBQ is July 27, 2019 which necessarily shortens
the closing date for receiving photograph entries to July
20, 2019.
Last year there were only 32 pictures entered. Please
consider entering your photographs as they are greatly
enjoyed by all that attend the BBQ (plus you could win a
prize)! Summer theme photos dominate the submissions but Otter Lake fall, winter and spring months are
also great times for taking a winning photo. Enjoy viewing past winning photos at https://olra.ca/galleries/
Consult the rules and instructions for entering the OLRA
Annual Photography contest. They are available at the
above address too.

Photo by: Jessica Langdon, People - 3rd Prize 2018

The contest is open and the deadline for submissions is
July 20, 2019.
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Seguin Township Mayor’s Report

Seguin Township Mayor’s Report cont’d

By: Mayor Ann MacDiarmid
It is an honour and a privilege to be writing to you as
Mayor of Seguin Township. I take the responsibility and
trust that you have placed in me very seriously and urge
you to reach out to me at any time through my website,
email and regular office hours – all of which are listed
below.
Council is busy working with the exceptional Seguin
staff to begin the first major Strategic Plan review in 5
years. There will be opportunities for public and lake
association input as the process unfolds. This strategic
planning exercise will roll directly into the review of the
Official Plan which is expected to take a full 2 years
through to approval from the Minster of Municipal Affairs. Again, public input will be sought as mandated by
the Municipal Act.
The Seguin Township budget has been approved in
principle but will not be finalized until Minister Clark advises all Ontario municipalities on how our grants will be
trimmed by the new Provincial Government. We received his first correspondence on a reduced Ontario
Municipal Partnership Fund (OMPF) on December 21,
2018 and a subsequent letter on February 15, 2019.
However, we still do not know the extent of the grant
cutbacks. It remains Council’s goal to keep your tax
increases at or below +2% versus last year.
I can report that the 7 townships in the west Parry
Sound area have made significant progress on the investigation of a swimming pool and recreation centre.
The Chief Administrative Officers of the municipalities
have presented a governance and reporting structure to
the Heads of Council who will be taking this to their respective councils very shortly. Discussions and research are underway to learn from similar sized municipalities about how to build and operate regional facilities
of this kind. Several locations for this facility are still being considered.
Following the Association of Municipalities of Ontario
meeting (AMO) in January in Toronto I have been working with the Executive Director of AMO to coordinate
letter writing and follow up communications regarding
the need for a national broadband strategy focused specifically on rural municipalities. The area Councils will
be considering co-signing letters to the federal and provincial ministers who have a role in funding and assisting municipalities catch up to their urban cousins with
access to affordable high-speed internet. We urge you
to communicate these needs directly to MPP Norm Miller and MP Tony Clement. We are convinced that keeping this file active and in the public domain is essential
to our success.
The Public Works Department of Seguin has handled
our freeze/thaw winter admirably. With their 4:00AM
daily start many days this year they have had to complete a second shift as old man winter continued to challenge us. They deserve a special thanks from all of us.

As I write this, Seguin’s March Break day camp is in full
swing and completely sold out. Hiring is underway for
our summer swim program and family skates are continuing weekly. I urge you to check out seguin.ca for all of
the activities coming to you from your Township.
Reach out to me any time at:
annmacdiarmid@seguin.ca
annmacdiarmid.ca
705-743-6401 (my home)
I am usually in my office at the Township office Tuesdays
from 2:00 – 4:00 and Thursday from 10:00 to 1:00. Call
705-732-4300 to book an appointment.

Ward 1 Councilor Report, Seguin Township
By: Daryle Moffatt

Since being elected to Council last fall, it has been a
busy time once December 1st hit and the new Council
started its business.
First order of business was the December 3rd Inaugural
meeting, which was a great event shared with both family and friends. Council has gotten down to business
since that time and has dealt with the 2019 draft operating and capital budget, retail cannabis, Committee appointments (thanks to everyone that put their names forward), started the process for the strategic plan and Official Plan review, along with the day-to-day Council activities to name but a few.
•

The 2019 draft operating and capital budget remains
a work in progress because the provincial government is still completing its review of its spending,
including the Ontario Municipal Partnership Funding
(OMPF), which assist municipalities to cover its
costs. Therefore, stay tuned for an update on the
2019 draft budget because the OMPF decision could
have an impact on your property taxes.

•

With the Official Plan up for review this year, it will
give residents an opportunity to shape where the
township goes over the next 4 years. Therefore,
please look for more information on joining this review process.

I sit on various area boards, including the Park-to-Park,
the West Parry Sound District Museum, (the Museum on
Tower Hill) Muskoka Watershed and the West Parry
Sound Active Transportation. I also sit on the Foley Recreation Committee which is an extension of the township.
There are a lot of things going on with these appointments, but things are, for the most part, just getting
started. There is still room on the Foley Recreation
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Ward 1 Councilor Report cont’
Committee so if you would like to join, please send in
your interest to the township (Craig Jeffery) and let me
know as well.
The Henvey Inlet project (step-down station and transmission line) continues to move along and construction
has continued throughout the winter in and around Otter
Lake. More information can be found at this link (or
https://henveyinletwind.com/).
I think winter 2018/2019 can be summed up as “buses
are cancelled” with a number of extreme weather/cold
days plus a number of warmer days mixed in. Public
Works has continued to respond to these swings in conditions and have done a great job with the roads around
the township.
I am in the process of planning out some community engagement events at the Foley Community Centre this
spring on concerns that were expressed by residents as
part of my election campaign. Items of interest include
road/bike safety, garbage, and by-law matters. More
information to come via my website and email once the
details have been settled.
Public works has planned their 2019 bulk waste days
from 8 am to 4 pm for the following dates:
•

May 18th, July 20th and August 31st – at the Brooks
Road transfer station.

•

June 1st – at the Humphrey public works area
(behind the arena).

•

August 17th – at the Parry Sound Area Municipal Airport transfer station.

•

August 24th – at the Stanley House transfer station.

Look for more details from Seguin on the above events.
Please contact me at:
Email: darylemoffatt@gmail.com

Cell: 416 500 3451

Website: www.darylemoffatt.com

Ward 2 Councilor Report, Seguin Township
By: Art Coles

It has been a long cold winter, but March has arrived and

hopefully we can now look forward to spring.
First of all I want to thank the members of the Otter Lake
Rate Payers’ Association for voting for me in the municipal election last fall. I am honoured to be able to represent you and all the members of Ward 2 on Seguin
Council.
We are just 3 months into working as a council and it is
my sincere hope that we can continue to maintain a debt
free Township while at the same time encouraging

Ward 2 Councilor Report cont’d
environmentally friendly economic development and
attract more year-round residents to our amazing
municipality. To this end I have been working with our
Works department to identify all of the township’s
seasonally maintained roads and develop a plan to
change these roads, over time, to year-round roads. It is
hoped that this will encourage more seasonal residents to
consider making this their year-round home. This will take
some time and will only happen if there are enough
residents or potential residents on these roads to make
this a possibility.
I have also been appointed to the board of the Belvedere
Heights Long Term Care Facility. This is a regional facility
located in Parry Sound to which Seguin Township
contributes the largest municipal support by far, 37%, as
compared to Parry Sound’s contribution of approximately
9%. This is based on our comparative Assessments,
Seguin’s being considerable larger than that of Parry
Sound. Needless to say we will be keeping a watchful
eye on the budget and related expenditures of this
facility.
I will also be participating on the Regional Chamber of
Commerce committee, the Rose Point Trail Committee
and the West Parry Sound Smart Community Network.
Some of these have not met yet.
I recently attended the Ontario Good Roads Association
Conference with my Council colleague, Gail Finnson, and
the Works Director, Peter Koppisch. We were privileged
to be part of a meeting with the Ontario Minister of
Infrastructure, Minister McNaughton. He advised us that
there will be announcements coming in the very near
future in support of Local Broadband internet
improvements, local infrastructure funding as well as
Natural gas expansion . We are excited about these
announcement’s and look forward to the opportunities
that they will provide to our local Municipality. These
initiatives will go a long way to assisting our Local
Economic Development. As we wait for further news on
these announcements, we are still actively monitoring the
local environment in an effort to ensure that our Lakes
and sensitive wetlands are protected.
Something that you can all look forward to is that we will
be commencing a strategic planning exercise and a
review of our Official Plan soon. There will be an
opportunity for the Lake Associations to participate and
contribute to both important Seguin processes.
I look forward to continuing to hear from you over issues
that may concern you and to serving you the constituents
of ward 2. My contact info is:
artcoles@seguin.ca
H - 705 378 0434
M - 416 428-1990
Thanks.
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Please give any new neighbours on the lake a warm Otter Lake welcome, share this newsletter
and encourage them to join our OLRA family too!
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GBBR Asks Area Municipalities to Sign A
Climate Protection Resolution

GBBR Asks Area Municipalities to Sign a
Climate Protection Resolution cont’d

By: Kerry Mueller
Did you know that in the past 50 years alone we have
seen a loss of annual average ice cover on the Great
Lakes of 70 per cent? The trend is for that decline to
accelerate.
Climate change is happening rapidly in Canada with the
rate of warming occurring at about twice the global average. These changes are being caused by greenhouse
gases (GHG’s) building up in the earth’s atmosphere,
warming the planet and bringing about more extreme
weather and other major threats to life as we have
known it.

Each participating municipality will receive a report card
on their carbon emissions and set aggressive targets
through a multi-year, multi-pronged project using an existing framework from Partners for Climate Change,
managed by the FCM.
If you have experience in facilitating such initiatives or
are just interested in helping such change to happen in
Seguin, you can let the team at the GBBR know.

Getting Hydro One Power Outage Updates:

So what can be done?
The GBBR is taking action by proposing to coordinate a
major effort among interested municipal governments
and First Nations within the biosphere region, and other
partners. They propose a Regional Energy Plan and
Community Climate Action initiative, starting in 2019.
“We held a meeting on Jan. 21, open to all area councils
and we heard very clearly that this work should be coordinated across local governments including interested
First Nations to maximize efficiencies for energy conservation and demand management,” said biosphere executive director Becky Pollock. “We also heard that we
need education campaigns for communities to take specific actions related to high-efficiency buildings, retrofits
and green energy, public transit solutions and active
transportation along with efficient water delivery and
wastewater treatment.”
The goals are to reduce GHG’s as well as have communities adapt to what is already happening. “We need to
talk about adapting for future climate – we look at those
things as two halves of a whole – mitigation, reducing
our footprint and adaptation.” said Pollock.
The good news is there is help through the Federation
of Canadian Municipalities. (FCM)
“Fortunately, we would not be establishing this work
from the ground up, “ said biosphere conservation program manger David Bywater. “The Partners for Climate
Protection program provides framework to track and
reduce greenhouse gas emission reductions. This
framework is used by more than 350 municipalities, provides access to technical support and funding to assist
municipalities. There are also several major programs to
support First Nations, including those of the Independent Electricity Systems Operator.”
Interested municipalities will be asked to sign resolutions of support. The town of Parry Sound is expected to
bring a resolution forward to its April 2 meeting.
At the April 15th Seguin Council meeting the GBBR will
be making a deputation to ask Seguin to join in
passing such a resolution. Come out and show
your support.

Hydro One has an app that can be downloaded for your
android phone, iphone or ipad. The app can be set up to
alert you when there is an outage and indicate how long
it is likely to last. Click here to check it out.
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Return of the Monarchs - Early This Year?
By: Kerry Mueller

One of the most delightful sights of spring is the return of
the Monarch Butterflies as they migrate up to 4000 km
from Mexico and California to Canada. That migration
can be followed on Journey North along with other
harbingers of spring such as hummingbirds and robins .
The Monarchs from our area overwinter in a few small
mountainous areas in Mexico. Although a Monarch looks
so delicate and slim it is the fat that they store from which
they live over the winter months as they hang out on in
the Mexican oyamel fir forests. Here is a You Tube video
of visiting the sanctuaries at El Rosario and Sierra
Chincua where the trees are literally covered in them!
This year, the Monarchs have started leaving Mexico in
mid February, about a month early. It is not understood
why. Is it due to the unusually warm winter they have
experienced? Have they depleted their fat supplies
early? Hopefully it will be the right conditions for them to
return to Canada as they make their journey. When you
see them arrive please report your sightings.
According to the Canadian Wildlife Federation a few
Monarchs will make it back to Canada having lived since
fall to make the round trip back but these are rare and
understandably may look a bit tattered upon arrival The
others will be from eggs laid along the journey.
What can we do to help the Monarch? Planting milk
weed, their main food source is key and other food
sources such as Black Eyed Susan, Wild Bergamot and
new England Aster. You can order these native plants
from the GBBR . (See ad on next page.)

The GBBR is again having a Native Plant Sale and
making it very easy for us to know what is native to our
area. Planting such species increases the habitat for our
non-human neighbours as we beautify and naturalize our
properties.
To download an order form click here.
By planting native plants you are also being a great lake
steward while providing food and shelter for wildlife on
your property. Also you will improve the chances that the
plants you buy will survive in the Seguin climate.
Shorelines are called the “ribbon of life” around a lake. If
your shoreline has been cleared of such native habitat,
consider replanting it.
A vegetated shore preserves that beautifully natural view
from the canoe that we love on Otter Lake. Also a
naturalized shore will be less likely to erode in heavy
rains which we are having more often with climate
change.
Such erosion can not only damage your shoreline
property but that run off also increases the silt and
pollution going into the lake which can promote algae
overgrowth (from nutrients in the soil, animal feces and
fertilizers) and damage fish habitat, neither of which
anyone wants.

Photo of a Monarch Butterfly on Milkweed

Thanks for helping to keep Otter Lake clean and natural
for all of us to enjoy!
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When you become a member of OLRA you also become a member of FOCA and support FOCA’s good work.
Also, you can take advantage of these FOCA member benefits.

FOCA’s work is:
FOCA is the province-wide
umbrella group for Ontario
waterfront property owners,
representing 50,000 member
families in more than 500 lake
and road associations.

Our united voice
carries weight on
issues that matter!

What are lake association
peers saying about FOCA?
“FOCA is the go-to for
water resources.”
~Wendy L., Catchacoma Cottagers
Association

“Insurance discounts,
programs, resources; for just
$3.50 per person, we get real
value from FOCA.”
~Daryle M.,Otter Lake Ratepayers’ Assoc

“It’s where our Association goes first, to find answers.”

FOCA has resources on “hot
topics” for Associations,
including these, and much
more…
Search by keyword at:
https://foca.on.ca/resources/

~Marlin H., Baptiste Lake A.
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Services

Member Association
& Benefits

Members: Login online at https://foca.on.ca/benefits/ to see all the offer ACCESS CODES!

For your ASSOCIATION Key Services & Offers:
•

tips for starting and building a
successful lake or road Association

•

15% member discount on insurance
coverage for your Association,
through the FOCA Association
Insurance Program, administered by
Cade Associates Insurance Brokers

EXTRA Benefits & Discounts for all
your Member families:
•

apply for the member Web Login to
access all the Members-only
resources on the FOCA website

•

information on rural property issues
(septics, taxation, land use planning,
mining, energy and utilities, …)

• environmental programs: water quality
a great rate for FOCA Associations
data in the Lake Partner Program;
on teleconferencing from
use the “cottager
Genesis Integration:
action plan” to help
How to get the MOST
out of your
only 2.5¢ /minute
prevent the spread of
FOCA Membership
per participant
Invasive Species;
and start your own
• online (credit card)
family’s
cottage
succession
plan
payment processing service via

•

FOCA, so you can offer your
members a digital fee renewal option
•

•

•

Association Webpage Offer: FOCA
can create a free basic web presence
for your Association!
Updates on FOCA’s advocacy files
and policy updates. Stay in-the-know
with the monthly Elert (e-news)
access to FOCA’s step-by-step
Lake Planning Handbook for
community groups

Also, DEALS & DISCOUNTS from our
corporate partners, including:
>

exclusive access to CottageFirst, the
first cottage group insurance program!

>

Coleman Canada 40% discount on
online orders with the member code

>

Action First Aid 18% discount on
Phillips Home Defibrillators (AEDs)

>

DockinaBox 10% discount on dock
frame systems or boat lifts

•

environmental stewardship
resources and FOCA publications

>

InvisiRail 7.5% discount on glass rail
systems for home or cottage

•

“Who Does What” - tools & tips for
working with the levels of government

>

Canadian Canoe Museum free 1 year
Individual Membership (a $40 value)

•

fact sheets and videos on cottage
country topics. Share these resources
in your own association news!

>

Cottage Life Magazine special FOCA
rate $24.95 (1 year, incl. digital access)

all offers current at Feb.2019 – for updates, visit: https://foca.on.ca/memberservices/benefits/
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Reducing GHGs Causing Climate Change What Has and Can Be Done In Seguin?
By: Kerry Mueller
Our climate is changing. In Canada, weather events that
used to occur every 40 years are now happening every six
years according to Intact Insurance. As per the International Panel on Climate Change report it is clear that we need
to drastically reduce our green house gas (GHG) pollution
by 2030 to have a chance at limiting global warming to 1.5
or 2 degrees Celsius for our children and grandchildren.
Climate change is affecting Canadians’ health and costing
us in property damage and insurance costs too. Young
people are striking to demand action on climate change.
So what has been done to reduce GHG’s so far in Seguin
and what can we do ourselves?
As part of Seguin’s Environment First policy Seguin “prides
itself on the sustainability of the environment, the efficient
use of energy and the reduction of our carbon footprint.”
Seguin has been working on reducing its energy use and
GHG emissions as per its 5 year Energy Management Plan
and reports on progress yearly.
Seguin’s GHG emission reductions of 32.8% and its energy
sources from 2011 - 2016 were reported as below:

By phasing out oil, using more electricity and switching to

Reducing GHGs Causing Climate Change cont’d
cost and energy saving options (i.e. using LED lights vs
incandescent bulbs) Seguin saved money, reduced it’s
GHG emissions and with that, also reduced the harmful
chemicals in those gases in our air, lungs and water. To
keep this trend going Seguin could add renewable energy
sources. Other Canadian communities are going 100%
renewable. Supporting level 2 or 3 electric vehicle (EV)
charging stations would be good too so EV drivers see
Seguin as a welcoming destination on this map.
In 2014 Ontario was the first jurisdiction in North America
to fully eliminate coal as a source of electricity generation.
As a result, 91.7% of Ontario’s power generation does
not emit GHG’s. Natural gas (methane) was the only significant fossil fuel source of electricity in ON in 2016, accounting for 8.2% of the electricity generated and is used
mostly during peak service times to meet high demand.
Some ideas on reducing GHG’s and saving energy.
•

Switch to a cleaner heating fuel and/or furnace with
electricity in Ontario being one of the cleanest.

•

Keep the heat in with good insulation in walls, doors
and around hot water pipes. Windows count too.
Cool Earth in Parry Sound has ideas on this.

•

Plan to change to an electric vehicle (EV) for your
next car. The Plug’n Drive Electric Vehicle Discovery
Centre in Toronto has lots of info on models of pure
EV’s and (Plug In Hybrids too). The average Canadian driver, travelling 20,000 km per year, can save as
much as $2,000 per year on fuel alone. With no oil
changes and few parts, EV maintenance costs are low
too. Many more EV models are coming soon. Hydrogen powered cars are also in the works.

•

During peak demand times Ontario burns natural gas
and at the lake electricity costs over twice as much as
during off peak hours (7pm-7am and weekends and
holidays). To reduce your electricity bill and reduce
GHG’s emissions here are some ideas.


Put a timer on your electric water heater so it reheats during off peak hours.



In the winter, put your heat tracer line for your lake
water on a timer to go on and off intermittently (i.e.
half hour on / half hour off).



Turn off unneeded lights and electronics, switch to
LED’s, use the dishwasher and washing machine
during off peak hours and hang wash to dry.

•

Put on walking/running shoes or take the bike, canoe,
kayak or paddle board out vs a motorized toy.

•

Enjoy our locally grown food, waste less food, prepare
your own meals and eat less meat, dairy and eggs.
Veggies are cool and tasty on the BBQ too.

•

Vote for climate action with future generations in mind.

Change is what we all need to do bit by bit and it all adds
up. What changes are you making?
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Fun Events Coming Up!

Membership Report - Year End 2018
By: AJ Mueller

Art Classes and Wine Glasses - Stockey Centre
April 16th and April 30th
Grand Tappattoo Resort - Easter Extravaganza
Weekend April 19 - 21
Easter Egg Hunt—Humphrey Museum April 21st
Museum on Tower Hill - Forgotten Communities:
Fishing Villages of Parry Sound - Until Dec. 21, 2019
NamasTea Yoga - Parry Sound Public Library Thursdays at 12:15 - 1 pm
Movie Night - The Bookshop - Rosseau Memorial
Hall - April 27, Book discussion - 5pm; movie - 7 pm
White Squall Franklin Island Circumnavigation Challenge by Kayak - June 23rd.
Rosseau Farmer’s Market Kicks off Fri. June 28th
Georgian Nordic Ski Club - Biking Trails Passes for
Summer
Seguin Public Skating, Pickle Ball, Cards etc.
Parry Sound Art in the Park Fri. July 19th 9am - 6pm
Parry Sound Summer Market June 25th - Aug. 27th
Festival of the Sound - 40th Season - July 19th Aug. 10th
Hockey Canada Skills Camp - Seguin July 22 - 26
Georgian Bay Biosphere Reserve - A Guided Kayak
Tour on the French and Pickerel Rivers - Aug 5 - 9
Grand Tappattoo Fitness Centre, Pool and Sauna

2018 proved to be a positive year for OLRA, attracting
22 new association members and finishing the year with
a membership of 176 households and 400 individual
members.
Speaking directly to you, our members, your volunteer
Board of Directors appreciates your active participation
in and financial support of the Otter Lake Rate Payers'
Association. You truly are making a difference.
Please continue to encourage your neighbours and
friends to review the many benefits an OLRA membership offers (see page 7), much of which is access to
information, a voice to be heard and the knowledge that
you are supporting efforts to preserve the quality of life
at, in, on and of our precious Otter and Little Otter
Lakes for future generations.
As lake properties turn over, new property owners will
likely not be aware of our lake association and its initiatives. Please feel free to share this newsletter to help
keep everyone informed. Please also encourage participation and engagement in sustaining our fragile environment and thereby preserving our lake community
and property values. Thank you!
The series “Northern Rescue” that was filmed in
Parry Sound last year is now out. The film stars Billy
Baldwin (yes he does have a brotherly resemblance
to Alec Baldwin) playing a widower who moves his
family north to Turtle Bay to run a rescue station. Billy
loves Canada, has worked here often and supports
Sick Kids Hospital . Taylor Thorne from Kitchener
also stars in the series and has performed in Drayton
theatre too.
To watch Northern Rescue download the CBC GEM
app. Hopefully there will be a season 2. Enjoy!
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