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2018 Grand Prize Winner and 1st Place in the Adult Scenery Category
Photo By: Amy Beecroft

Save These 2019 Dates:
OLRA Annual General Meeting on Sunday May 19th 2019

9am-noon (doors open @ 8:30am for socializing and refreshments)
Come out to meet your neighbours, stay up-to-date and hear informative speakers
including members of our new Seguin Council
Foley Community Hall and Resource Centre, 60 Rankin Lake Rd, Foley, ON P2A 0B2

2019 OLRA BBQ and Photo Contest, Saturday July 27th 2019
at the Grand Tappattoo Resort. Everyone welcome!
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Electing Our Executive / Two New
Appointed Board Members
OLRA is in its 57th year! That is an impressive history of
caring Otter Lake residents coming together to contribute to the lake community, to give us a collective voice
at the Township (Seguin), other levels of government
and the Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations
(FOCA). As well, OLRA endeavors to inform residents
about key issues, sustainable lake living and fun events!
The OLRA Board of Directors can consist of up to 9
Board members who each usually serve a three year
term. Check out Our Association on OLRA’s website for
our Goals and Objectives for keeping Otter Lake the
clean, shared jewel it is today!
The Board typically meets three times a year: in February, on the day of the Annual General Meeting (AGM)
and in October for a meeting and potluck social event
with partners.

OLRA would like to congratulate Daryle Moffatt who
biked all over Ward 1 this summer and has been
successful in his bid to become our Ward 1 Councilor.
As such, Daryle will soon be resigning from the OLRA
Board. Although we will miss Daryle’s great work as our
Treasurer and Membership Director we do look forward
to working with him in his new role on Seguin Council.
Two more Otter Lakers have put up their hands to join
our Board. John Roberts from Little Otter Lake and
Denise Exler from the Long Arm on Otter Lake have
been appointed as Directors by the OLRA Board. Their
appointments will be voted on by the OLRA membership
at our next AGM.
Do let us know if you too are interested in joining our
Board or volunteering to help out. If so, please contact
the nominating committee below, email info@olra.ca or
inform a Board member. New Board members are
elected at the Annual General Meeting. Nominations can
also be made at the AGM. You must be a current OLRA
member to be a Board member and to vote.
OLRA’s AGM will be Sunday, May 19th 2019 at the
Foley Community Centre from 9-noon. Doors open at
8:30am for neighbourly social time, coffee and snacks.
See you there!

Nominating Committee
Kerry Mueller
519-463-5454
Sonja Cigler
705-378-2893
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From The President
By: Kerry Mueller

The extremely hot, dry summer of 2018 was the best
summer ever in my memory to be at a lake which was
where AJ and I were very fortunate to spend most of
our time. Everyone at our cottage was diving in a
couple of times a day, cooling off on the lillie pad,
paddle boarding, enjoying ice cold drinks on the deck
and loving any lake breezes which acted as our a/c.
Luckily, for the first time in three years the OLRA BBQ,
Arts and Crafts Show and Photo Contest at Tappattoo
turned out to be outside on lovely, warm evening.
Over 140 people attended to eat, socialize, vote in the
photo contest and check out the wares of our local
artisans. Thank you Brad Chittick for organizing such
a fun event. And thank you Amanda and Trevor
Jalonen for hosting us again at your wonderful resort.
With the heat this summer came sunny skies but also
total fire bans due to extreme drought and our
immediate area was so very lucky to be spared a
major fire though the Parry Sound 33 fire was just 100
km north, close enough to smell its smoke here one
day. Many thanks again to the quick reaction of Otter
Lake volunteers and the Seguin Firefighters who put
out the small fire on Long Arm! It was a close call
which prompted more people around the lake to
become prepared with a water pump, ourselves
included. The OLRA water pump is located at the
marina, available to use in such an emergency and
was demonstrated on July 15th for those interested.
Climate change will continue to make such extreme
weather more frequent. This “new normal” is putting
our lake environment under high stress. Keeping our
shorelines natural is more important than ever to keep
our lake healthy by reducing runoff from increasingly
heavy rains and by preserving that “ribbon of life”
vegetation that our wildlife, including fish, depend on.

From the President cont’d…
Art have served on the OLRA Board in key roles (Daryle
as our outgoing Treasurer and Membership Director and
Art as a past President). Congratulations!
As well as I’d like to thank all the other candidates,
including Dale Graves, our Ward 1 Councillor who has
spoken at many OLRA AGM’s. It was an exciting,
interactive election with multiple All Candidates Meetings
and events in which OLRA was involved. Thank you all!
The OLRA Board very much looks forward to working
with our new Mayor and Council starting in December.
As well, I’d like to thank our outgoing Mayor, Bruce
Gibbon who resides on Otter Lake with his wife, Susan.
Bruce and Susan have been a long term supporters of
OLRA. Bruce has been a regular contributor to our
newsletters and speaker at our AGMs. A few years ago
Bruce was OLRA’s water tester and has been
monitoring the “ice in” and “Ice out” events each year. It
has been a pleasure working with Bruce over his term
and I have appreciated being able to reach out on many
issues for his input, guidance and support.
I also want to thank Mario Buszynski, our outgoing
Ward 2 Councillor who ran a good race for Mayor.
Mario’s family has been on Otter Lake for generations.
He has been active in Seguin and OLRA in several roles
and has been a tremendous resource for OLRA over
many years as our Ward 2 Councillor, long time OLRA
member and past President and an experienced
environmental planner. OLRA looks forward to
continuing to collaborate with Mario in the future.

Climate change was an issue discussed at the
Candidates Meetings this summer. I learned that
Seguin is upsizing culverts as road work is done to
help avoid flooding due to heavier rain storms.
We can all adapt and make efforts to help fight climate
change and to preserve our natural lake environment.
Dr. Becky Pollock, Executive Director, Georgian Bay
Biosphere Reserve (GBBR) described such positive
actions in her article here.
OLRA will continue to highlight such good practices
since we can all make a difference to minimize our
carbon footprints and the long term toll fires, algae
blooms and other ecological changes can take on our
precious water quality, fish populations and wildlife.
The summer was also very busy with municipal
elections. I wish to congratulate the members of our
new Seguin Council! Ann MacDiarmid is our
incoming Mayor. Daryle Moffatt from Little Otter
Lake will be our Ward 1 Councillor. Art Coles from
Otter Lake will be our Ward 2 Councillor. Daryle and

A photo taken this summer with just my phone while kayaking.
This newsletter is always a team effort and all those who
contribute articles, proof read etc. are much appreciated!
Drop us a note to info@olra.ca with questions /
comments / photos or you can also reach me at
kerryemueller@gmail.com or 519-463-5454.
Enjoy the coming winter weather and sports! We’ll look
forward to seeing you at our AGM on May 19th, 2019 if
not sooner at our beautiful lake.
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2018 OLRA Photo Contest Recap

2018 OLRA Lake Stewardship Report

By: Doug and Sharon Link

By: Brad Chittick

OLRA had another successful Photography Competition
this year. The Grand Prize winner was Amy Beecroft with
her 1st place entry (see front page) in the Adult Scenery
category. There was a total of 32 photos submitted, 24
from adults and 8 from children. OLRA members voted
for their favourite photographs at the annual BBQ held
August 11 at the Grand Tappattoo Resort.

Well that was a busy and beautiful summer! Where did the
time go? Winter is just around the corner.

Grand Prize Winner Amy Beecroft with Mom and Dad,
Stu and Barbara at the 2018 OLRA BBQ

All of the winning photographs from this and previous
years plus some great historical pictures may be viewed
at the OLRA website by visiting https://olra.ca/galleries/

One of the many activities I undertook this summer was to
continue the water quality testing in Otter Lake and Little
Otter Lake. As I discussed in the Spring Newsletter, this
entailed the on-going monthly testing for the Ontario Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MOECP)
Lake Partnership Program (LPP). Although the weather
didn’t always co-operate, and the pending Postal strike in
the fall impacted testing dates, I was able to complete all
six monthly test for the two deep water testing sites for our
lakes in the LPP. The results of these tests will be published by the MOECP in January 2019. The OLRA will report the results in our Spring Newsletter and our website.
We had hoped to complete a set of tests in September in
the six embayment sites for dissolved oxygen content at
one metre off bottom. Due to availability of equipment, my
availability and the sudden cold snap in late September
which turned the lake water thermoclines, I was unable to
complete this. Better planning and scheduling of this in
early September will ensure this test is completed in 2019.
Mr. Bev Clark, the aquatic scientist who designed and carried out OLRA’s 2017 water testing program, assured me
that gathering this data once every two years and correlating it with the LPP date would still provide us with good
trending data for our lake water quality.
Always on the lookout for other testing methods to help
determine water quality, the OLRA Board is investigation
Benthic observation. Benthic observation is the process of
gathering water samples near shorelines and counting the
larvae and pupae of insects in the water. In other words,
the observation of water born bugs in and around the
shoreline which are essential food sources for fish as well
as other species in the food web of our lake ecosystem.
Healthy lakes can support a variety of developing insect
larvae. Monitoring this is another way of comparing lakes,
determining if conditions in a lake’s water are changing
and may help to spot such changes sooner.
The Georgian Bay Biosphere Reserve has been conducting this type of monitoring in Georgian Bay and several
lakes in the area. The Muskoka Lakes Watershed Council
has also been conducting these Benthic observations over
several years.

Photo by: Moira Milne - 2018 Adult People 2nd Prize

Please consider entering your photographs, they are
greatly enjoyed by all that attend the BBQ. Summer
theme photos dominate the submissions so remember
that Otter Lake fall and winter months are also great
times for taking that winning photo. The rules for entering
the OLRA Annual Photography Competition are posted at
https://olra.ca/galleries/olra-annual-photography-contest/

The OLRA Board of Directors is investigating this type of
testing and would like to make a decision on proceeding
with this testing at our February Board meeting in order to
conduct the program at the optimal point in May.
More information on Benthic observation monitoring and
the 2019 water quality testing program will be provided in
our 2019 Spring Newsletter and on the OLRA website as
we get closer to the open water season.
I wish everyone a happy and fun Fall/Winter seasons on
our beautiful lakes.
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Loon Report - Fall 2018

Lake Plan Planning Update

By: Kerry Mueller

By: Gerry McDole
The development of a Lake Plan for Otter lake and Little
Otter lakes is currently in what could be described as a
holding pattern as we await the transition to the new
Seguin Township Council.
One of the items on the agenda for the new council will
be to review the Seguin Official Plan. As a result it
seemed prudent to wait as the Official Plan could impact the direction of a lake plan. The target for developing a lake plan is now estimated to be the spring of
2019.

Photo by: Nathan Moreau - 2018 Child 1st Prize

The above photo captures what is spectacular about being at Otter Lake to experience gorgeous sunsets over
calming waves lapping at the shore with a Loon family in
the distance. As we look at the photo most of us can imagine hearing the Loons calling to one another as they
finish their evening feeding. Well done Nathan Moreau to
capture this moment for us all to enjoy!
Happily, in 2018 Otter Lake and Little Otter Lake were
again home to two successful breeding pairs of Loons.
On June 18th two chicks hatched from two eggs on Little
Otter Lake on a nesting platform. Almost exactly a month
later, on July 15th another chick was hatched on a natural
shore. No nesting happened on the Long Arm platform
this summer although a Loon was often seen in the area.

In the meantime, as a reminder, a lake plan is a strategic process that engages ratepayers, government and
business operators on the lakes. The purpose is to develop a consensus based position on goals for the lakes
such as our community values, lake stewardship, water
quality, permitted land uses, and future vision for the
lake.
It would also provide us, now and for future generations,
a lake history filling in information gaps. Bringing people
together with community discussions involving many
people on the lakes would lead to a stronger community
voice to municipal government in order to influence policy making.
Reaching out to the entire community (members & non
members of our association) on our lakes to execute
this project will require many volunteers. We would ask
that you give serious consideration to volunteering your
talents as we move forward next spring.
If you would like to help please contact any of the Board
members listed in this newsletter.

All three chicks survived the summer despite it being
another very busy season. Thank you to all who watched
out for our Loons, boaters and anglers included!
Three chicks has been our record since 2012. We had a
chance at breaking that record this spring. Three eggs
were laid on a Loon platform on Otter Lake in early June.
The Loons started to incubate and then the eggs went
missing without a trace which is a mystery to this day.
Hopefully, that Loon pair will try again next year.
According to Cathy Jones from Bird Studies Canada,
“Some of the best efforts being made to ensure loon populations remain stable are being done at the grassroots levels. Cottage and lake associations have shown a great interest in lake quality, enforcing no wake zones, reducing pollution, and naturalizing shorelines. Getting involved, and being
a responsible boater and property owner, is the best way
people can help loons.”
OLRA participates in the Canadian Lakes Loon Survey , now
in its 38th year. If we all do our part, hopefully we will have a
sustainable population of Loons for years to come.

Photo By Jen Holmes - Adult People Category 1st Prize
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Henvey Inlet Wind LP: Transmission Line
By: Daryle Moffatt

Henvey Inlet Wind LP: Transmission Line
cont’d

It has been a busy summer on this file regarding the
proposed Henvey Inlet Wind LP transmission line (the
“Project”). The Project information can be found at the
following link: https://henveyinletwind.com/ which includes both the Henvey Inlet Wind Energy Centre
(“HIWEC”) windfarm and the Project information.
Most of you will have seen and heard the work around
Seguin (more specifically around Wards 1 and 2) over
the last few months. In addition, the tie line transmission towers can be seen along Highway 400 and are
installed right to Garden Court (beside Foley Matheson
Park) on Little Otter Lake as the end point. Daryle
Moffatt has been trying to inform residents of these updates since the spring so that residents are informed on
the construction activities in a timely manner.
The summer was busy with blasting and then construction work beside Garden Court where the step-down
station is located. During the summer, Daryle continued
to interact with representatives from Pattern Development (part owner in the Project). In July and during the
Parry Sound 33 fire, Daryle visited the step-down station
site and requested a water truck to be onsite given the
fire ban that covered the area. Unfortunately, a water
truck was not brought to Garden Court. Pattern Development did bring one to the laydown yard at the Highway 400, exit 217. Getting timely updates from Pattern
Energy continues to be challenging.

Photos taken by Daryle Moffatt in mid-October 2018 of
the construction activity for the Henvey Inlet Wind Project at the Garden Court step-down station near Little
Otter Lake.

Opposite we have included some recent pictures of the
current construction site (step-down station and new
Hydro One structures).
In addition, Hydro One has started work associated with
the 22 new structures that will be utilized to connect the
Henvey Inlet power with the Ontario transmission grid.
See the Visual Simulation of the view from Little Otter
Lake opposite on page 7.
A copy of the August 17, 2018 Community Notice, which
includes a high-level construction schedule, has been
posted on the OLRA website at https://olra.ca/hydroone-work-starting-the-week-of-aug-27-near-littleotter-lake/
Work is scheduled to continue through February 2019.
A small number of the structures will be approximately
32 metres (or 105 feet), which will sit at the top of the hill
and be visible from the area. One of the long-standing
issues OLRA has been advocating for is visual mitigation of both the existing Hydro One transmission towers
and the upcoming new structures.
Over the last year, OLRA has been in communication
with both Pattern Development and Seguin to discuss
visual mitigation measures. To-date nothing has been
resolved on this issue.
OLRA will continue to monitor and assess the Project as
more information becomes available and inform its
members (and residents) of these developments.

For the latest news on this project go to:
https://henveyinletwind.com/latest-news/
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Below is the Visual Simulation obtained from Pattern Energy of the view of the additional towers to be constructed at the Garden
Court switching station for the Henvey Island Wind Project.

OLRA Membership Report
By: Daryle Moffatt
As of the end of September 2018 OLRA had 174 individual members with an additional 225 family members for a
total of 399. Of those, 22 individual members were new
(had not been members in 2017).
These membership numbers are up by 31 members from
the end of 2017 (169 individuals, 199 family members +
368.
With the sale of several properties on the lake and

OLRA Membership Report cont’d
changes in the generations frequenting the family cottage
we can all be ambassadors for OLRA by introducing our
neighbours to the existence of our lake associations and
the 10 Benefits of being an OLRA Member (see page
9).
By all means also let your OLRA Board know when a
property near you has changed hands so we too can
reach out and welcome our new lake neighbours to our
beautiful lake and lake community.
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Please give any new neighbours on the lake a warm Otter Lake welcome, share this newsletter
and encourage them to join our OLRA family too!
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Reflections

Reflections cont’d

By: Mayor Bruce Gibbon

a big thank you to OLRA and to you the ratepayers for
your support and encouragement over the years. Most
importantly, I thank my wife Susan for her assistance
and input throughout. All your collective help and support
made the task much easier and I am grateful for that.

As I write this we’re in the midst of voting in the Seguin
election for a new council. This will be my final note for
the OLRA Newsletter as your Mayor. It’s been an honor
to serve these past 12 years and I move into retirement
with many positive memories. As we approach the end
of the current term of council I thought it appropriate to
share some of the highlights of what we have accomplished together over the past four years.
Financial
•Limited overall average residential tax bill increase to
0.33% per year average over 4 year term while absorbing the phase in of a $656,700 increase in annual OPP
policing costs over the same period
•Completion of a Comprehensive Policing Analysis to
determine best fit under the new OPP costing formula
•In house project management to deliver quality road
upgrades at reduced cost
•Reserve levels maintained at a healthy level and within
target guidelines
•Seguin’s provincial Financial Indicator Report Card
continues to earn an ‘A’ rating
•Township remains debt free
Environment
•Significant increases in Septic Inspection Program to
enable more frequent inspections
•Expansion of Seguin Lake Water Quality Program to
include more lakes & additional quality indicator testing
•Introduction of Waterfront Design Guidelines for enhanced lake water quality protection
•Township wide expansion of the Otter Lake initiated
“Stewardship Seguin” program
Economic Development
•Additional employment opportunities with Crofters
Oastler Park Drive warehouse addition and expansion
•Addition of Milford Bay Trout Farms processing operation to Airport Business Park
•Launch of Airport Phase 8 Business Park expansion
Efficiency and Effectiveness
•Continuation of major road upgrades in The Otter Lake
area including Rose Point, Otter Lake and Salmon Lake
Roads with high value for monies invested
•Waste system efficiency improvements enabling budget reductions while providing increased system capacity
• Contracting with a local landfill for household waste
disposal resulting in increased efficiency, cost reduction
and service level improvements
•Introduction of a Key Performance Indicator (KPI)
tracking system to focus our staff organization on key
operational parameters
•Expanded customer satisfaction survey utilization supporting ongoing service improvements
•Completion of handicap access for all Township Community Centres and libraries.
I wish to extend my sincere thanks to Seguin staff,
Council members, the many volunteers and committees
that I had the opportunity to work with. I also wish to say

Seguin is our home and I look forward to having more
time to enjoy it. The Township continues to have great
potential and many opportunities. I extend my best wishes to all as the Township moves forward under the incoming council.

Photo by: Susan MacLean - Adut Scenery 2nd Prize

Ward 2 Councilor Report, Seguin Township
By: Mario Buszynski

This will be my last report as your Ward 2 Councilor. I
will either be your Mayor or make my future contributions
to the Township as an interested ratepayer. I will leave
you and the new Ward 2 Councilor with a few outstanding issues to be managed
One significant issue concerns a 28-lot subdivision (8 on
Salmon and 20 adjoining Clear Lake) that was approved
in the 1990s but never built. The developer has negotiated the location of the road over Crown Land with the
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) and
it was built the winter before last. The major issue was
potential destruction of species at risk (rattlesnakes) and
their habitat. Rattlesnakes burrow into wetland areas so
their bodies are below ground while their heads are encased in moss which provides insulation while allowing
them to breathe. I walked the road alignment with Township staff, the developer and their biological consultants
last summer. There were a few wetland areas crossed.
The issue came when the road was extended onto private land without the same type of agreement with the
MNRF. That road construction was issued with a stop
work order by the MNRF and is the subject of an investigation by their enforcement branch. Until the results of
the investigation are known nothing more will occur. In
order for the road to proceed, the developer will require a
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Ward 2 Councilor Report, Seguin Township
Cont’d

a species at risk permit, outlining what mitigation will be
undertaken to the satisfaction of the MNRF. In addition, I
believe that Seguin would be remiss if they did not
require an Environmental Impact Study in addition to site
plan control measures for the development of the lots.
With respect to the Henvey Inlet Transmission Line,
construction is underway on the switching station and the
tie into the existing 230 kV transmission line near little
Otter Lake and is expected to be finished by midNovember. Despite my best efforts to have the tie
located at least one tower further away from the
shoreline, the final layout will be highly visible from Little
Otter Lake. Seguin and OLRA should continue to require
whatever can be done to alleviate as much of the
visibility of the structures from the lake as possible.
We now have a year-round public potable drinking water
tap at the back of the Foley Agricultural Hall building. I
would like to see more improvements at the Foley
fairgrounds and a much greater increase in library hours
and services for the community. These should be
priorities in the next term of Council.
Earlier this year I met with ratepayers on Otter Lake that
use Second Line from the Salmon Lake Road. They
were looking for a solution to address a dangerous hill
and bring about half a kilometer of the seasonal road up
to municipal standards. After meetings with the
Township, a petition to Council and a cost-sharing
agreement, the process has commenced for the
Township to bring this section of the road, located on a
municipal road allowance, up to municipal standards so
that it can be maintained year-round.
Work and upgrading continues on other roads in the
area. The heavy rains this summer have not significantly
damaged our local roads due to culvert upsizing, surface
treatment and blasting rock out of ditches to promote
better drainage. An engineering review was done on the
municipally owned retaining wall in the parking area at
the Otter Lake Marina so that it can be reconstructed.
Our Director of Public works has acquired the rock to be
used in the wall and hopefully construction will be
complete before the snow flies.
You will notice a bright yellow container at the Brooks
Road transfer station. This is to collect refundable
alcohol and beer containers that the “Friends of
Belvedere Heights” use as part of their fundraising
efforts. I attended the dedication this summer as part of
my Councilor role and as a representative of the
Belvedere Board of Directors. The bin was a
collaboration between Croft Industries and our Public
Works Department. A used waste bin that was surplus to
Township needs was refurbished at little or no cost to the
Township! A similar bin will be located at each of our
transfer stations and at the landfill site to replace the 45gallon drums that were always overflowing.
Another priority for me introduced at our preliminary
budget meeting held in September is to have hazardous

Ward 2 Councilor Report, Seguin Township
Cont’d

waste sites at all our transfer stations to ensure that used
motor oil and other hazardous wastes are not dumped
into the bins or into the bush. If one leaves this material
outside the bin, Seguin will take it to the hazardous waste
station in Parry Sound now. I would like to see a formal
system established and communicated with everyone to
keep hazardous wastes out of our environment.
Speaking of budgeting, all the Mayor and Councilor
candidates have committed to keeping your taxes low.
The finance committee makes worthwhile
recommendations to Council related to budget priorities
and surpluses, which we have been running for many
years now. My advice would be for Lake Associations to
endeavour to take an active role in reviewing budget
preparations and recommending priorities.

New Website for the Tower Hill Heritage
Garden
By: Kerry Mueller

Did you know that the tower in the Tower Hill Heritage
Garden was originally created to be both a fire lookout
and a tourist attraction back in 1927 - 1934? Tourism to
the site has always been encouraged and is an important
part of the area’s economy. The view from the tower of
Georgian Bay, Parry Sound and area is spectacular any
time of the year.
This heritage garden / lookout site is unique in Ontario. A
new website has been created to chronicle its history and
show what is in bloom throughout the year.

Photo Contributed by: Ann Bossart
You can check out the new Tower Hill Heritage Garden
website at: https://www.towerhillheritagegarden.ca/

12

Reflections of a Life Time Otter Laker

Reflections of a Life Time Otter Laker

By: Rick Rakosy

Cont’d

When I was first asked to write a short article about my
family's experiences on Otter Lake, I did not really know
where to start. However, being a History teacher, I came
to the logical conclusion, start at our beginnings. In almost 60 years, as the great Geddy Lee said, Plus la
chance, plus ce la meme chose. Many things have
changed, and many things remain exactly the same.
When my parents first purchased the property in 1961,
close to the original Dysan's marina, there was no road
into this section of the lake. They had to hike in to view
the property from what has now become Otter Lake road.
They would pack a picnic and hike to the property to sit
on the rock and make plans to build a structure. During
one of these walks to the property, before the cottage
was built, my parents got caught in a thunder storm. Going through bush was not a great idea, but luckily they
ran into a fellow cottager at the time - Mrs. Koppisch.
Mrs. Koppisch was kind enough to encourage my parents to come into her cottage, soaking wet, without a moment's thought. So began a lasting relationship between
my parents and the Koppisch family. While the road has
definitely changed and improved over the years, this
warm hospitality among residents of the lake has remained.
One of the biggest changes I have experienced at the
lake is with the number of boats. I still fondly remember
as a little child, that I would get very excited when a boat
drove by, say once an hour or so. This was particularly
exciting when that boat had a MONSTER 75 horse power engine. I thought those boats could fly! Our own 28
horse power McCulloch engine, on the 14 foot Scott runabout, actually flew, in my eyes. The covers for the boats
back then collected water, instead of repelling it. There
were several times that we had to pull our sunken boat
out of the lake. We helped others around the lake pull
their boats back up again when they suffered the same
fate. I have seen the evolution of so many different boat
styles and engines, from little fishing boats that read
"Dad's," to homemade pontoon boats designed to carry
items to island properties, to jet-fueled engines that
could be heard starting up from a different township. My
father would have loved seeing the variety of boats today
- from the boats especially designed for water skiing and
wake boarding, to the pontoon boats, where an entire
extended family can cruise and enjoy our beautiful lake.
A 150 horse power engine today is so quiet that you can
barely hear it.
It is interesting that no matter what era these boats were
from, there is one commonality, the drivers and/or passengers always wave. Although this may not only be an
Otter Lake courtesy, I want to believe this is because of
the genuine caring and respectful nature of our lake. This
warm gesture makes a big lake feel small.
Another significant change I have observed is the size of
the average cottage on the lake and amenities on the
lake. Although ours has not changed since it was built in
1963, others have evolved to such a degree that they are
not only cabins but year round homes.

In fact, many more people now live year round on the
lake. This makes sense, who would not want to live full
time on Otter Lake? Travelling on the lake as a young
person, I remember the cottages were scattered, as not
every property had a structure. The places that did exist
were interesting. One was a round cabin and another a
large lodge where, my parents tell me, they danced the
night away along with many of the predominantly Hungarian, German, or Finnish families at the time.
Carter’s Landing, was called Carter’s Camp. It had a
second marina, where my parents would buy me homemade French Fries. As a teenager, I also really enjoyed
driving the boat by Camp Tappattoo, which was a girl’s
camp. While sizes and purposes of structures have
changed, the reason has not. At almost every property,
you can see people enjoying the lake with family and
friends.
Perhaps the most significant changes to occur at the
lake have been in the evolution of environmental awareness. When our cottage was first built, we had plumbing
and used a 40 gallon drum as a holding tank. However,
with our necessary emphasis on preserving and protecting our environment, we should all have septic systems
that are checked often so that future generations can
enjoy the lake as we did.

Photo of Rick Rakosy, Summer of 2018 at Otter Lake
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Reflections of a Life Time Otter Laker
Cont’d
Similarly, waste disposal has undergone a massive
change. I still remember driving to the current location of
the Seguin (then Foley) township dump on our way home
and simply throwing the garbage onto a big smoldering
pile of refuse. I looked forward to this trip as I knew I
would see all kinds of wildlife there, from raccoons to
bears to an over abundance of seagulls.
While we still enjoy wildlife sightings on the lake today,
we are much more respectful and aware of the need to
preserve our environment. My parents purchased our
property to have a place to escape from the city and enjoy a more natural setting with our family. It is now my
turn to take care of our property and lake so that it can be
enjoyed by my daughter and her future family.
The reality is many things have changed in my lifetime at
the lake. Change, despite popular belief, is not a bad
thing. The lake, like other areas, has evolved over the
years. Although different in some ways, it has remained
largely the same. It is a place where we all take the time
to reconnect with nature, and each other, and where
friends can become family. I feel very privileged that I
have enjoyed a lifetime of memories on the lake and am
looking forward to making more.

Fun Events Coming Up!
Films That Really Make You Think 2018 - GBBR You Are Soaking In it - Nov. 13, 2018 at the Trestle
Brewery
Art Classes and Wine Glasses - Stockey Centre
Nov. 13, 2018 plus many other concerts an events
Museum on Tower Hill - Wine and Wreath Making on
Nov. 16 / Geneology Meeting on Nov. 14
NamasTea Yoga - Parry Sound Public Library Nov
15, 2018 12:15pm and every Thurs.
Georgian Bay Biosphere Reserve - Green Energy
Forum - Nov. 17, 2018 (see pg 15)
Winter Crafts Show - Bobby Orr Centre Nov. 16,
2018
One-of-a-Kind Christmas Artisan Show - Stockey
Centre on Nov. 24 - 25, 2018
Georgian Nordic Ski Club - Ski Trails and Events
Seguin Public Skating, Pickle Ball, Cards etc.
Movie Night - Molly’s Game - Rosseau Memorial Hall
on Nov. 26 from 7 - 9:20 pm
Grand Tappattoo Fitness Centre, Pool and Sauna
Optimist Club Santa Claus Parade in Parry Sound
on Sat. Nov. 24, 2018 starting at 4:30 pm
Snowfest in Parry Sound from Feb. 15 - 18, 2019

Short Term Cottage Rentals (STCR) and the
Safe, Clean Clear (Proposed) By-law
By: Kerry Mueller
Two key issues for Seguin on which OLRA weighed in
during the last Council are still unresolved. The issue of
the commercialization of cottages for the purpose of
turning them into STCRs in Seguin is ongoing.
OLRA surveyed its members in Nov. 2017. The survey
had a 56% response rate. Results are posted here.
96% of respondents said they did not rent their property.
Many had concerns about the commercialization of lake
front properties with the top concerns being:
•

Increased Noise

•

Increased Boat Traffic

•

Increased Stress on the Ecology of the Lake

• Degradation of Lake Water Quality
OLRA supports the enforcement of the existing Seguin
by-laws and permitted land uses which do not permit
residential lakeshore properties being used as STCRs.
OLRA has also opposed Seguin establishing a rental
licensing program which would most likely not be self
funding and therefore increase the tax burden for all to
regulate the activity of only a few.
OLRA has recommended to Seguin that there be increased education for all property owners about good
neighbourly practices and good lake stewardship so we
all do our part to create a great lake community and educate our family and friends who come to visit too.
OLRA will keep you posted on this STCR file as the new
Council moves forward on it.
The second issue that I will mention, which did not pass
at Council, was the proposed By-law No. 2016-056
providing for the maintenance of property in a clean,
clear and safe condition. OLRA weighed in as in favour
in principle of such a by-law since it could have given
Seguin the tools that most other nearby municipalities
already have to require a property owner to cleanup
unsafe and/or potentially polluting refuse on their property when inaction or the inability of the property owner
requires Seguin to step in.
Having attended the Public Meeting on this proposed
by-law I can say that there seemed to be a great deal of
mis-information and angst about the intent of the by-law.
Better information as to the purpose of the by-law, how
many other municipalities already have such regulations
and why it would have likely helped Seguin. Council
could have voted to revise the proposed by-law. However, Council voted to shelve it.
This situation leaves Seguin vulnerable to illegal dumping on private property and unsafe or polluting situations
to persist potentially leaching chemicals into lake and
ground water on which many residents depend for
drinking water. Neither is good for Seguin property values or the health of our environment and ourselves.
Hopefully the new Council will pass such a “Clean
Yards” or “Property Standards” by-law during their term.

When you become a member of OLRA you also become a member of FOCA and support FOCA’s good work
on behalf of Ontario cottagers and can enjoy these FOCA member benefits.
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Daryle Moffatt attended the Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations (FOCA) fall seminar on October 27,
2018. The theme of the seminar was:

In addition, this session provided an update on research
that is occurring in the industry that is looking into municipal practices across Ontario. Once the research
study is completed, FOCA will share it with its members,
and OLRA will share it with its members.

By: Daryle Moffatt

“Cottage Country: What’s Coming & How to Prepare
for it”.
To this end, the topics that were covered included:
(a) Rain, wind & fire: Reducing risk and learning from
experience in Ontario’s cottage country
(b) Getting Ready: Emergency preparedness & tips for
resilient waterfront communities
(c) On Ground/water – Partner project updates on
(i) Lake Partner Program
(ii) Septic Inspection Programs
(d) Climate Adaption: Creating resilient shorelines
(e) Supporting Lake Associations: ask your “Hot Topics”.
Insurance companies are continuing to look for ways to
reduce their risk and financial exposure and therefore,
homeowners can be exposed rain, wind & fire events. A
review of your insurance policy should be completed on
each renewal, renovation and/or changes to your property. The insurance industry is working with government
agencies, i.e. Ministry of Municipal Affairs, to look for
ways to reduce its exposure and ensure that building
construction is keeping up with the potential risks.
FOCA has published a booklet which can be found online: “Managing your Waterfront Property in a Changing Climate” OLRA has a few printed copies for its
members.
Daryle led the emergency preparedness session given
his first-hand exposure (basement floods in Toronto
(2009 and 2013) and high winds in Seguin Township
(2017)). This session was a table discussion and included a list of questions for attendees to consider but the
real goal was to open the eyes of attendees and get
them thinking about how prepared they are if the event
of significant (rain, wind, fire, power outages) events.
The Lake Partner Program that OLRA participates in
includes Brad Chittick taking samples starting in May
and throughout the summer. Brad sends these samples
to the Dorset lab so that the in-house tests can be completed in spring/summer. The results are completed during this same period and then checked in the fall/winter
with the results published late winter/spring the following
year. OLRA will be sharing these results in the spring
2019 newsletter.
Septic systems continue to be a hot topic amongst
FOCA members. Waterfront property owners need to
think of their septic systems as infrastructure assets that
he/she need to maintain on a regular basis. This would
include property owners keeping their maintenance records to demonstrate that he/she is maintaining this asset.

Cont’d

The shoreline update focused on recent work that FOCA has completed and has published a booklet:
•

A Shoreline Owner’s Guide to Healthy Waterfronts

•

A Shoreline Owner’s Guide to Invasive Species

OLRA has a few copies of these booklets for its members.
Seguin Township has also published waterfront guidelines and can be found here.
FOCA will be sharing the presentations with the attendees and therefore, once those presentations are
available, OLRA will share that information with its
members.
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