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Spring Marsh Marigolds Photo by Marilyn Campbell

OLRA Annual General Meeting Sunday May
17 2015
10:00 am until 12 noon
At the new Foley Community Centre
60 Rankin Lake Rd N
Invited guests: Mayor Gibbon
and Councillors Buszynski and Graves
Guest Speaker will be a representative from

the Safe Quiet Lakes Association
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
By Art Coles

Red Bellied WoodPecker -Photo courtesy Jim Davis

Our Councillors
Ward 1 Dale Graves

705-378-2780
dalegraves1@gmail.com

Ward 2 Mario Buszynski 416-484-7075
mario.buszynski@gmail.com

Spring 2015 can not come too soon. After the second winter
in a row with excessive amounts of snow and extremely cold
temperatures the sunshine and somewhat warmer
temperatures are certainly welcome. The morning
temperature this morning March 24th in Seguin was still -15
degrees celsius. The good news is we are expecting some
warming trends. Spring on Otter Lake is always an amazing
time. The birds begin to return en masse, the chipmunks
emerge from their winter habitat.

More from the President ...

Loons on Otter Lake
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By: Kerry Mueller

Late this winter I spotted a Red-Bellied Woodpecker for
the first time (see opposite page).
Otter Lake Rate Payers Association (OLRA) activities
seem to be endless. OLRA has represented your
interests with respect to the Henvey Inlet Wind Power
transmission line, as well as continuing to monitor the
West Parry Sound Smart Community Initiative. Other
local lake associations have contacted us wanting more
information about our Lake Stewardship Program. And
we have attended the Safe Quiet lakes annual
stakeholders meeting this spring. We have also
registered our concerns, to the township, about a
rezoning application made by the Rumble Camp for the
Deaf which may have an impact on our members from
the end of the Long Arm of our lake.
Hopefully this will be another great year for cottagers on
Otter Lake. Otter Lake continues to be a healthy lake
relatively free from excessive toxic algae producing
contaminants thanks to the efforts that each of you
makes. The OLRA will continue our lake stewardship
program again this year (see article on page 6)
This year you will see a change in our annual BBQ
format. This year’s BBQ will take the form of a Rib Fest
and will be held at the Grand Tappattoo resort. The
Grand Tappattoo has been very generous with us in
striking an affordable and yet very attractive menu and
evening to include entertainment so save the date
Sunday Aug 2, 2015 from 5-9PM
The OLRA is also asking for some minor changes to
it’s constitution to allow us to send the Spring
Newsletter and any formal member announcements be
sent by electronic mail where the OLRA has its
members e-mail addresses ( see page 4). This will go a
long way to reducing our spring newsletter mailing
costs.
Another initiative will be to once again try and include
advertising in the Newsletter to help defray publishing
and mailing costs as well as to provide a ready
directory of service providers available to both our
members and non members residing on the lake (see
the proposal on Page 4).
I urge all who read this newsletter to become members
of the OLRA. Just fill in the form included in this
package and send it to our Membership director Brian
Nelson.
I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible
over the summer and I invite you to send comments
and or questions to us at any time. info@olra.ca
Have a great summer cottage season!

Let’s Have a Record Year for Baby Loons in 2015! (So far Little
Otter is leading the way.)
Spring is finally returning to Otter Lake!! And so too will our Loons
from their Atlantic Ocean winter homes as far south as the Gulf of
Mexico. When migrating they fly about as fast as we drive on the
401 (120 km per hour2 ) and will need to cover roughly 1,000 to
2,500km. That is a long trip!
Loons have been returning earlier to their nesting areas according to
Ron Tozer, retired naturalist of Algonquin Park with whom I spoke.
Ron authored “Birds of Algonquin Park” in 2012 and said that the
Algonquin Park research showed Loons returning 8 days earlier on
average by between 1986-2010 (a change from April 22nd to April
14th)1. In 2012 Loons were seen as early as the end of March in the
Otter Lake area which was exceptionally early.
Male Loons typically arrive first, before the ice is gone and at times
before they have enough open water to take off again, to scout out
the best nesting spots and to defend their territory. The females
come a bit later to join their partners.
Loons are heavy birds weighing up to 6.3 kg2 with solid bones which
makes them terrific divers of up to depths of 80 meters 2. However
their specialized diving physique makes them clumsy on land so
Loons look for protected nesting locations right at the water’s edge,
ideally on an island for safety or surrounded by water, where there is
lots of food and sun for warmth. Nest building takes about a week.
Just 2 eggs are typically laid in June after which both parents take
turns feeding and sitting on the nest during the 26-31 days of incubation2.
By early July we usually have newly hatched baby Loons zipping
around their parents on our lakes looking like this.

We should acknowledge that Little Otter takes the “Loon friendly”
prize over the last 3 years! In both 2014 and 2012 Little Otter had 2
chicks survive the summer while big Otter Lake had just 1 chick
survive in each of those years. In 2013 we had 4 chicks total survive (2 each)! So if we are counting, in the last 3 years the score is
6 : 4 for Little Otter so congrats to everyone who is helping to look
out for that Loon family and their little ones!! (Big Otter, we have
some catching up to do and perhaps better employment of Loon
nesting platforms the way Marilyn and Allan Campbell have been
doing on Little Otter will help.
There was a lone territorial Loon consistently seen in the Ski Bay
area on Otter Lake last year so maybe it too will return this year with
a mate and be our second successful nesting pair on Otter Lake.
Fingers crossed!
Just like human Moms and Dads, Loon parents are very protective
of their young. Raccoons, weasels, skunks and dogs can all kill
Loon chicks while in the egg and big boat wakes can wash Loon
eggs out of their nests which drowns them.
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Report from Ward Two, Seguin Township,
by Mario Buszynski

Photo by Marilyn Campbell;-Little Otter lake
Loons on Otter Lake con’t
Once hatched the fluffy, grey baby Loons take to the water right
away with their parents close by and rarely ever return to land.
However, Marilyn Campbell has seen the Loon parents on Little
Otter get back up on their nesting platform with their new chicks
when the lake became busy with boat traffic. It is key at the end of
June and in July we all watch out for our Loon chicks since they
are so small, vulnerable and hard to see in the water. Also, Loon
chicks can’t dive well for several weeks or swim well in big waves
which is why they ride on a parent’s back when they get tired.
Even then, big boat wakes can knock baby Loons off their parent.
So when boating, please slow down and go far around all of our
Loons simply giving them the same courtesy you give a canoeists.
You may not see the Loon babies close by! Thank you!
5 things we can all do to help:
Stay far away from nesting Loons to allow them to incubate
their eggs.
Dispose of garbage properly. Don’t feed Loon predators (such
as raccoons, skunks, gulls, crows)
Watch carefully for baby Loons when boating. Reduce your
wake and stay far away from them.
Alert others who are unaware of how they may be are endangering our Loons.
Use non-lead sinkers when fishing. According to Ron
Tozer even one ingested lead sinker can poison a Loon
as it is slowly ground up in a Loon’s system. Please don’t
leave fishing tackle behind in the lake (hooks, sinkers,
fishing line) that can then harm Loons and other wildlife.
Let’s aim for a new record for Loon chick survival on our lakes in
2015. Have a great summer season and thanks for your help!
Kerry Mueller
Please continue to report Loon sightings to me at: kerryemueller@gmail.com 1-519-463-5454 or 705-378-0593
1
Ron Tozer, author of Birds of Algonquin Park (2012), distributed
by Algonquin Park
2

http://www.hww.ca/en/species/birds/loon.html

For some insightful reading on how global pollution and climate
change are affecting our Loon populations check out the OLRA
website http://olra.ca/ for the Canadian Lakes Loon Survey 19812012.

As Ward Councilor for most of Otter, Salmon, Clear, Three Legged and Oastler Lakes, I am happy to report on my activity over
the winter of 2014-15. A few of the highlights dealing mostly
with Ward Two are found below:
Hydro One: Hydro One came to Seguin Staff with a proposal for
right-of-way clearing from the Parry Sound Transformer Station
in Little Otter south across the Long Arm and into the Township
of the Archipelago. Based upon previous experience with our
municipal park in Little Otter, I was concerned. The purpose of
the program is to kill any trees or other vegetation that may
grow up and interfere with the transmission lines. I worked with
Peter Koppisch, Seguin’s Director of Public Works to ensure
that aerial spraying was not contemplated and that herbicides
would not be used within a certain distance of Otter Lake or
other waterbodies crossed as per Department of Fisheries and
Oceans Guidelines. Peter and the Mayor then met with Hydro
One to ensure that they were in compliance.
Township Roads: A good news story this year. Construction is
continuing on the Otter Lake Road in 2015 and will receive
gravel and two treatments of tar & chip, with some high wear
areas receiving asphalt this summer. Goddard Crescent and
Black Road are also slated to receive a tar & chip treatment this
summer. The Rose Point Road is also slated for reconstruction this summer. Engineering for the reconstruction of
the Clear Lake Road will also begin in 2015. Road work on
James Bay Junction is planned around Forest Hill Grocers to
improve the intersection at Oastler Park Drive Road construction is dependent upon weather so let’s keep our fingers
crossed for a long hot and dry summer! The Township has
been able to leverage funding from federal and provincial
sources, as well as our municipal tax dollars to make this happen without a big increase in taxes.
Natural Gas: An extension of the gas main along the west side
of Oastler Park Drive from Quebec Drive to Crofters means
that local industries can save significant money on energy costs
and expand the number of employees working for them. Kropf
Industries are expanding their operations to house a paint shop
and service facility and Crofters Food Ltd. are also engaged in a
large expansion. This pipeline expansion was facilitated by the
federal and provincial governments as well as a small contribution from Seguin Township. Construction is scheduled to begin
in late May 2015 and be completed in 2015.
Salmon/Clear Lake Subdivision: The owner of 2 approved subdivisions at the south end of Salmon (5 lots) and the north end
of Clear (20 lots) Lakes requested that Council re-affirm their
support to take over the road leading into the subdivision once it
was built to Township standards as he is looking to sell the developments. These subdivisions were approved by the Ministry
of Municipal Affairs in 1991 and 1998 respectively. As per previous policy, the Township re-affirmed their position to take the
road over.
Camp for the Deaf: A re-zoning proposal to allow “rock crawls”
on a part of the property was brought to Council and a public
meeting was held. There are still many issues to be considered
and Council would like to make a site visit, as well as understanding what environmental damage and sound levels could
occur with respect to this proposal prior to making a decision on
this application.

Report from Ward 2 cont’d
Henvey Inlet Wind: An Environmental Assessment (EA) study is
being conducted to determine the best connection point on the
Hydro One Grid for a proposed 300 megawatt wind farm being
developed on the Henvey Inlet First Nation (south of the French
River). One of the two alternative connection points is at or
near the Parry Sound Transformer Station, located on the north
side of Little Otter Lake. A steel tower line would run roughly
parallel to the existing transmission lines coming south from the
Henvey Inlet/Britt area. The EA that is being conducted would
identify what would be involved in the connection, which could
include another switching or transformer station, the tower line
and some form of communications facility. The environmental
effects during construction (new access roads, damage to existing roads, construction yards and construction-related noise)
could be significant and I worked with Peter Koppisch and the
Mayor to develop a list of information and studies required in
order for Seguin to better understand the implications of this
project. These recommendations were forwarded to the wind
farm consortium at an open house held in Parry Sound at the
Bobby Orr Community Centre.
Budget: I don’t want to steal the Mayor’s thunder on this one
but with a lot of help from the budget subcommittee, we have
been able to absorb the first year of a phase-in of much higher
OPP policing increases and come back with a 2.5% budget
increase on the municipal portion of taxes. Council is also committed to aim for only a 2% increase next year, while absorbing
an increasingly large amount of money for policing and having
to also absorb the costs of inflation on Township operations.
This is due to a very frugal approach taken by our CAO and
staff, who are always looking for ways to reduce cost.
CAO: Tom Stockie retires this year and the hunt is on for his
replacement. Tom and all of the Seguin Staff are to be commended for running a very tight ship, keeping expenses down,
and replacing infrastructure in the municipality as it wears out.
Belvedere Heights: As part of my Council portfolio I sit on the
Board of Directors for this long term care facility located in Parry Sound. Seguin Township is one of the municipalities that is
mandated (by the Ministry of Health & Long Term Care) to help
support the operation of this facility. As a Board member, I try
to ensure that the operation is run efficiently and cost effectively. The staff and administration are very dedicated people.
Unfortunately, due to provincial government cutbacks it is very
difficult to hold the line on costs.

Photo by Art Coles
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Proposed Changes to Our Constitution Article VI in red. For discussion and vote at
AGM

Meetings: It is proposed that we change all references
to “ordinary mail”
1) Notice of any Annual Meeting or general meeting of
the Corporation shall be given by prepaid ordinary mail and or electronic-mail addressed to
the last known address of all members at least
ten (10 days) before the date set for such
meeting.
5) Notice in writing shall be deemed to have been given
on the day following the day on which it is mailed by
prepaid ordinary mail. Notice sent by electronic mail
shall be deemed to be given on the day that it was sent
6) the board of directors may inform the membership by
prepaid ordinary mail and or electronic mail on any
matters that require a resolution by vote. Any votes
received by mail that are post marked on or before a
date set by the board and or received by electronic mail
dated on or before a date set by the board of directors
shall be deemed to have been cast at a general meeting on that date
Items 2,3, and 4 of Article VI are fine as they stand

Newsletter Advertising Policy Proposal
For discussion and vote at AGM

Purpose: 1) to help offset the cost of producing and mailing the Newsletters
2) to provide ready information about and access to a group of local service providers that are available
to residents and property owners on Otter Lake.
Currently we produce and mail approximately 450 newsletters
(hard copy) in the spring and 250 newsletters (electronic and
hardcopy 75/25 in the fall (members only)
Format: the intent is that each advertisement would be the size
of a business card and there would be 10 ads in portrait format
or12 ads in landscape format on the back page of each newsletter
Cost: $100. per ad card size, per spring issue, $75.00 per ad
card size per fall issue
Who can advertise: local service providers such as plumbers,
electricians HVAC contractors, material suppliers, property care
services, building contractors, realtors, catering services, veterinary services, medical services etc.
All services must be licensed in their respective businesses
where licencing is applicable
Those wishing to advertise must supply their own graphics and or
wording to fit within the limits of size. No ads to be placed until
funds received.
The OLRA reserves the right to determine the advertising to be
inserted in the newsletter
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Henvey Inlet Wind LP: Transmission Line Description Report
By Daryle Moffatt and Brian Nelson
On February 9, 2015 Otter Lake Ratepayers’ Association
“OLRA” members received by email the Notice of Commencement of Environmental Review & Public Information Centre #1
by Henvey Inlet Wind LP (“HIW”) for a transmission line. HIW
has commenced planning for the construction of a transmission
line with a voltage of up to 500 kilovolts (“kV”) that will deliver
electricity generated from the Henvey Inlet Wind Energy Centre
(the “HIWEC”). HIWEC is located on the Henvey Inlet First
Nation Reserve No. 2, which is north of Britt adjacent to Georgian Bay. These transmission lines will likely be similar to the
existing Hydro One Networks Inc. (“HONI”) lines that are visible
from Little Otter Lake travelling towards the Foley Matheson
Park.
There are currently two proposals to deliver electricity to the
Ontario electricity grid (a) the first route extends east from the
HIWEC connecting to the existing 500kV HONI transmission
line (approximately 20 kilometres (“kms”)), and (b) the second
route follows Highway 69 south to the Parry Sound Transformer Station (the “Parry Sound TS”) extending approximately 90
kms.
If it is determined by environmental review that the second
proposed route is the best alternative to connect to the Ontario
electricity grid, the Parry Sound TS is located off of Elliott Lake
Road that is used by residents of Little Otter Lane to access
their property. Adjacent to the Parry Sound TS are railway
tracks that run along the eastern side of Little Otter Lake.
HIW hosted a public information centre regarding the proposed
transmission line on two days at two different locations: (a)
March 3, 2015 in Britt, and (b) March 4, 2015 at the Bobby Orr
Community Centre in Parry Sound. Art Coles attended the
March 4, 2015 session and subsequent to that open house,
OLRA’s sent a letter to the project developers supporting the
first route (the 20 kms route from the HIWEC).
At a council meeting on Monday March 2, 2015 Seguin Township discussed the HIW notice. Mario Buszynski, Ward 2
council member “explained that the transformer station would
not need to be expanded for the use that Henvey Inlet Wind
requires”. Further, HIW concluded “that the design process is
still in the early stages”.
On March 23, 2015, Dianna Wheatley from Nigig Power Corporation, a limited partner in HIW confirmed that the point of interconnection to the Ontario provincial grid is not at the existing
Parry Sound Transformer Station located off of Elliott Lake
Road.
It is too early to tell whether there will be any implications to the
Otter and Little Otter Lake residents but overall OLRA does not
want to see the existing infrastructure corridor expanded such
that it impacts the environment adjacent to Little Otter Lake.
OLRA has registered online to review any updates as they
become available. The OLRA Board of Directors will continue
to monitor and assess any new information that becomes available and inform the members to these developments.

Otter Lake Stewardship Program
By Art Coles
2014 was the first full year to implement our Lake Stewardship
program. OLRA is now in our 2nd full year of offering this program in cooperation with the Township of Seguin. It is based on
the “Living Sustainably in Seguin” program. This program involves you, the property owner, doing an honest evaluation of
your property shoreline and shore area. The evaluation sheet is
then submitted to OLRA for confirmation of your assessment.
Once confirmed you will be visited by one of the Board to verify
your assessment and if the OLRA agrees you will be presented with a Lake Stewardship flag to recognize your efforts and
so that other property owners might be encouraged to do the
same. It is all about each of us understanding what is required
to keep Otter Lake in its pristine condition and therefore help
maintain our property values and this area as an attractive one
in which to recreate and live.
In order to receive a flag you must receive 75% or more on
your evaluation sheet.
Last year (our first) we gave out 24 flags to property owners
that met the 75% standard and one person submitted the form
with no name or address on it. so please try again. We encourage flag recipients to place these flags on their water front
docks or decks so they are visible to everyone.
The OLRA evaluation form and detailed explanation of the
program are distributed along with this newsletter. Please ensure when submitting your evaluation form that you include
your name and Otter Lake address and or location. Above is a
picture of the flag as it appears on a dock.
Thanks to everyone who participated in this worthwhile program last year. Let’s make this another successful Lake Stewardship Program year with even more participants.
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Benefits from Membership in the Otter Lake
Ratepayers Association ( OLRA )
By Brian Nelson
Your Board of Directors thought it would be of interest to all
Otter Lake Residents to share a brief review of some the regular activities that are encountered on an annual basis. It is also
the OLRA’s objective that other Otter Lake(s) property owners
who have not been members, will hear more about the OLRA’s
work and activities and perhaps consider joining the OLRA this
year.
One of the primary and underlying objectives of the OLRA is to
encourage, manage and protect a number of environmental
factors that directly or indirectly affect the integrity and safety of
seasonal or full time life, on Otter Lake(s) shores.
Our Value Propositions:
Anticipate and/or deal directly with planned commercial or private use activities that may adversely affect the water quality of
both our lakes and the watershed surrounding us, within Seguin
Township to ensure and maintain a high quality of lake water.
Another component of maintaining water quality is to actually
sample and test for water health indicators and report those
findings to the Board, twice a year. If any concerns are indicated, a broader and more detailed series of tests would be conducted. The OLRA is directly involved in monitoring water levels of both Otter and Little Otter lakes. The OLRA co-ordinates
its observations with the Province of Ontario who makes seasonal adjustments to the outflow dam on Little Otter, with the
objective of trying to satisfy the majority of property owners.

It is important for us to maintain a cordial and supportive relationship with the Township of Seguin through frequent contact
with its Mayor and councillors. This relationship is critical as we
closely follow their insightful environmental policy, as well as
monitoring the road maintenance/rebuilds programs, refuse
recycling, operation of township by-laws and interaction with the
Province of Ontario.
The Board of the OLRA is responsible for the collection of annual membership fees. Members have the option of allocating
some additional donations to one or both of the OLRA’s Reserve or Environment funds. These funds are set aside for programs, actions or outside expertise that may be required to mitigate or deal with some commercial or private activity that may
adversely affect one or more environmental factors, in and
around our Otter Lake(s).
The OLRA also has another important role and that is listening
to the concerns, opinions, and any general questions that flow
from our membership. The OLRA is here to consider and reflect
on that body of opinion and feedback in frequent on-going discussions, as it attempts to serve the majority of interests. We
the residents are all custodians of these unique and pristine
northern Otter Lake(s) and must make sure they remain that
way, for future generations that survive us.
The OLRA truly encourages all residents who live and play on
the Otter Lake(s) and encourages them to become a member
this year. The reach and effectiveness of your OLRA Board is
guided and strengthened by the greater number of property
owners who participate and care about this beautiful area of
Ontario.

Photo by Sue Conforti

The OLRA is also charged with the responsibility of reporting
all financial and activities/events of note, to our membership by
organizing a formal Annual General Meeting (AGM). We utilize
spring and fall OLRA Newsletters to communicate with the
membership, and non members on a wide array of specific or
general interest items that could be informational or assist Otter Lake(s) property owners in increasing their level of safety
and enjoyment. This newsletter is one of the more regular
ways we can keep everyone informed of any issues, challenges, our annual summer BBQ or items of educational interest.

Photo by Kit Kitagawa

8

Georgian Bay Biosphere Reserve Stewardship Guide (we are members) an excerpt
Georgian Bay‘s cobalt blue waters, windswept pines and
smooth gneiss rocks captivate both visitors and residents. The
beauty of our landscape is renowned through the works of
many artists including the Group of Seven. It is a place where
people enjoy being outdoors.
Ecologically speaking, we live in a rich and diverse
neighbourhood. With 30,000 plus islands, over 5,000 kilometres
of shoreline, rock barrens, mixed forests, hundreds of lakes and
a wealth of wetlands, the eastern Georgian Bay coast has a
remarkable variety of habitat and wildlife. The coastal wetlands
of Georgian Bay are among the highest quality on the Great
Lakes and provide important nesting areas for birds, turtles, and
amphibians. This area is recognized as one of the most
biologically diverse regions in the province and is globally
recognized as a UNESCO world biosphere reserve.
The appeal of retreating to water for rest and relaxation is
increasing in popularity. Year round rather than seasonal use of
properties is becoming more common. We need to be aware of
how our activities and behaviour affect our natural
neighbourhood. As individuals and communities our actions can
help maintain and restore habitat. Taking care of the health of
ourland and water is important for the well being of wildlife and
future generations. Taking the time to create your own stewardship action plan is an excellent first step.
Getting to Know Your NaturalNeighbourhood
Georgian Bay is famous for its islands. From the outer reefs and
islets, to the larger forested islands and mainland areas, there
are
a range of ecological functions. This diversity of islands also
supports a number of important habitats that contribute to the
many unique and special species on eastern Georgian Bay.

2014 WATER QUALITY REPORT
By Bruce Gibbon
Otter Lake is monitored under the Seguin Township Water Quality Program as well as the Provincial Lake Partner Program. Results for both programs can be viewed
online at the Lake Partner website
www.ontario.ca/
lakepartner
2014 Results:
Clarity averaged 4.79 meters for the season with readings ranging from 4.0 to 5.3 meters
Total Phosphorus
Seguin sample average
5.3 micrograms / liter
Lake Partner sample average
5.3 micrograms / liter
The 2014 clarity results are well below the long term average of 5.8 meters and may reflect the wet and rainy
summer. The total phosphorus readings are consistent
with the long term average.

ICE WATCH REPORT
By Bruce Gibbon

Ice In:
Ice Out:

December 31, 2014
?????,
2015

Ice Watch is a volunteer monitoring program coordinated
by Environment Canada. It tracks the freeze and thaw
dates for northern lakes and rivers and is intended to
identify changes that may be happening in the natural
environment. The observation point is over the deep basin at the north end of the lake, the same area where the
water quality monitoring is done
Freeze over this winter was overnight December 31st.
The ice is still solidly in place as of March 29th. It appears
it will be the latter part of April before we will see open
water.
.OPP

Billing Update

By Bruce Gibbon
Much has been reported on the new OPP billing model
for municipalities. The province has now finalized the
changes and implementation is underway across the
province. Final Seguin costs are projected to double from
$0.675M to $1.35M; the equivalent of a 7% across the
board tax increase. The increase is being phased in over
4 years with the 2015 impact at just under $200,000.
This amount is included in the 2015 budget.
Seguin, in conjunction with two neighboring townships
commissioned a study to evaluate the feasibility of establishing a municipal force as an alternative to OPP policing. The draft report will be released shortly and staff will
undertake a supporting comprehensive long term financial analysis. Council and staff will evaluate the options
carefully over the coming months and will communicate
findings as the information becomes available.
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Annual Otter Lake Rate Payers
Association (OLRA)
BBQ
New location
Grand Tappattoo Resort
August 2, 2015
5:00 PM—9:00 PM
OLRA Rib-fest 2015
Complete with musical entertainment

$5.00 per person
Come and celebrate the summer with us
meet you neighbours
Learn about the OLRA
Everyone welcome
RSVP info@olra.ca
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Off-Road Vehicle Rules under Review
March 2015: The Ontario Ministry of
Transportation (MTO) is currently reviewing the rules related to off-road
vehicles (ORV) in Ontario, including:
mandatory helmet use, minimum ORV
operating age, rider training

Proposals under Consideration:
1)

Amend Highway Traffic Act (HTA) Regulation 316/03 to extend on-road access to additional ORV
types that

2)

carry one or more passengers (e.g. side-by-side ATVs, two-up ATVs, utility terrain vehicles).

2) Enhancing the existing off-road vehicle operating age requirements, including clear definitions for
passenger age restrictions, and “adult supervision”.
3) Consideration of mandatory training for operators under the age of 16 years, similar to the requirements placed on snowmobile operators. Also, encouraging all operators to receive proper training on
how to handle their vehicles.

potential for extending on-road access to additional ORV types (e.g. two-up ATVs, side-by-side
ATVs)The ministry is seeking feedback on these various ORV-related safety issues from the general
public, and interested organizations.
Courtesy FOCA

Please submit all comments on or before April 13, 2015 by email to SPEB@ontario.ca, or in writing to:
Ministry of Transportation
1201 Wilson Avenue
Building “A”, Room 212
Downsview, ON M3M 1J8
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2015 OLRA Photo Contest
Is
Now Open
Closes Midnight on July 19 2015
Eligibility: The contest is open to ALL amateur photographers who live or visit Otter Lake

Finalists: Contest finalists will be determined by a panel of volunteer judges from the board of the OLRA

and OLRA members. Family and members and friend sof judges are not eligible to enter the photo contest.
Finalists photos will be on public display at the Annual OLRA BBQ on August 2nd 2015 located at the
Grand Tappattoo Resort.

Winners: Contest winners will be determined by popular vote. Only OLRA members can vote members

will be allowed one vote per entry in the categories entered. Members cannot vote for their own sub-

missions

Judging by popular vote will take place at the
OLRA Annual BBQ and Rib- Fest
At the Grand Tappattoo Resort
Aug 2 2015
Judging will close at 7:00 pm
Contest Rules
Photographs may be in black and white or colour and must be from Otter Lake and/or
properties abutting Otter Lake
Two age groups
1. Children (15 years of age and younger)
2. Adult (16 years and older)
Three categories to choose from. Enter 1, 2 or all 3 if you choose
1. Scenery
2. Wildlife
3. People
One submission per person in each category of choice (maximum 3 entries)

Submit photos to Sharon Link, Sharon.link@gmail.com , Midnight EDT July 19 2015
Submit each photograph in a separate e-mail as an attachment. Include your name, address and phone number. Identify the age group and category for each entry in the e-mail subject line. All submissions must also be
titled.
All photographs must be taken by the individual submitting them, must be original and previously unpublished,
including publication in the OLRA newsletter and/or website.
All photos must be digital and must be a minimum of 1 MB and maximum of 3MB
It will be assumed for all entries that the appropriate permissions have been received and that permission to
publish on our website and in our newsletter is granted.
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Contact Us
At Grand Tappattoo Resort, we are here to make your holiday
or event the most memorable as possible! If you have any
questions or comments regarding our facilities, please contact
us at info@grandtappattoo.com
705-378-2210
Hours of Operation
We are open 24 hours per day, 7 days per week, 365 days of
the year!
30 Tapatoo Trail Seguin, ON P2A 0B2
Check In: 4:00 p.m Check Out: 10:00 a.m.
reservations@grandtappattoo.com

