Otter Lake News
www.olra.ca

Contact Us: info@olra.ca

Fall 2016

Photo Contest 2016: Photo taken by Susan Maclean - 1st Prize
for the Adult Scenery Category

New Update to our Website Coming Soon!
You will soon be able to add emails for each OLRA member in
your family who wants to receive our newsletters and updates.
See page 11 for more info. Thanks for your help Mike Comrie!
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ELECTING OUR EXECUTIVE
The Otter Lake Ratepayers’ Assoc. (OLRA)’s Board of
Directors consists of board members, who each usually
serve a three-year term.
OLRA is 54 years old so there is a long, impressive
OLRA tradition of caring Otter Lake residents coming
together to contribute to the lake community by giving us
a collective voice at the Federation of Cottager
Associations (FOCA), Seguin council and other levels of
government as well as informing residents about key
issues, sustainable living and generally having fun!
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Do let us know if you are interested in joining our board in
the future or volunteering to help out in other ways. If you
are, please contact the nominating committee or inform a
board member before the end of February of 2017. New
board members are typically elected at the Annual
General Meeting. OLRA’s next AGM will be Sunday May
21, 2017.
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Sonja Cigler
705-378-2893
info@otterlakemarina.info
Kerry Mueller
519-463-5454
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From The President
By: Kerry Mueller

Photo by: Linda Comrie

As I write this, the extraordinary fall weather seems never
ending after one of the hottest summers on record. There
was no better place to be than near a northern lake this
summer! The changing weather brings many challenges
with it which OLRA will be speaking to. However, those
who were doing construction projects, raking their
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From the President cont’d...
crunchy leaves and going on hikes have been
thoroughly enjoying this odd fall.
First of all, I’d like to sincerely thank our departing
board members who have given so generously of their
time and ingenuity over the years to OLRA.
Art Coles (President/Membership), Sharon Link (Photo
Competition) and Todd Backman (External
Communications) have resigned from the board after
years of service. Thank you very much for your past
board work and thanks too to your family members
who have also cheerfully pitched in to make OLRA tick.
The OLRA board is delighted with the continued
commitment of Sharon and Doug Link to masterfully
organize the photo competition at our BBQ in Aug.. As
well Art Coles will continue to assist OLRA with finding
advertisers for the newsletter and networking to
promote OLRA to new members. Thank you very
much! Many hands make light work.

From the President cont’d...
hazard to the lake and/or residents. Hence OLRA
gave its support. Council is considering revisions.
4) Blue-green algae toxin detection in Mud Bay OLRA has been communicating with Seguin
Township, the Ministry of the Environment and
Climate Change (MOECC), the Ontario Lakes
Partner Program (LPP), the North Bay/Parry Sound
District Health Unit (NBPSDHU) and Health Canada
to learn more about the prevention, detection and
response to a blue-green algae bloom as well as
investigating water testing options. (see pg. 5 and 8)
OLRA will be focusing on the priorities identified in our
2016 member survey, the top one being water quality.
We can all help protect our water and OLRA will be
doing our utmost to help too.
Do drop us a note to info@olra.ca with questions/
comments or you can also reach me at
kerryemueller@gmail.com or 519-463-5454.
See you around our beautiful lake!

In the interim, I have taken on the role of President
which will be voted on at the AGM on May 21st /2017.
If you are also interested in joining the board or
volunteering to help us out, I can tell you that you will
meet a lot of great people, learn a lot and do good
work while having fun - a win/win/win/win in my view!
In the second half of 2016 OLRA was involved in:
1) Surveying our members to ask “ What has
OLRA meant to you and what should we focus on
in the future”. Thanks for all the input! See pg 9
2) OMB Hearing re: the Challenge to the Seguin
Official Plan: Art Coles presented OLRA’s
position in support of the Township of Seguin
(Seguin) Official Plan at the OMB hearing on Oct.
6th/2016. Thank you Art for doing that so well and
to Tony Buszynski for writing that comprehensive
letter. The OMB decision is yet to be released.
http://elto.gov.on.ca/omb/e-status/
To check on the decision click “S” for Seguin.
Click on Seguin. The file is at the bottom.
PL151021-Johnston new lot on over capacity lake
3) A letter went to Seguin Council Sept. 20th/2016
re: the proposed by-law No. 2016-056 for the
maintenance of property in a clean, clear and safe
condition. Many other jurisdictions such as Barrie
and Huntsville already have such a by-law.
OLRA’s letter recommended a couple of revisions
be made for clarity however, OLRA does not want
to see properties that would be considered an eye
sore due to debris etc., especially when such
debris poses a safety concern or environmental

Chipmunk Pals -Photo by: Kaitlyn LeNorman - Child -1st Prize

2016 OLRA Annual General Meeting and Art Show
By: Art Coles
At our Annual General Meeting (AGM) on May 22 nd this
year OLRA decided to “kick it up a notch” by including an
Art Show. Our objective was to provide materials of a
broader interest at the AGM and therefore to encourage
more folks to attend. The AGM is a very important event
where many of the critical decisions are made that effect
all of us who are members and property owners. As well,
it was a good place to showcase some of our very own
local artists who live or cottage on Otter Lake.
This year’s artists were Marilyn Campbell, Willy Shenk,
Cheryl Andrews and Carl Backman. Each brought their
own unique art form to the exhibit as well as having
products for sale.
Marilyn Campbell is a long-time resident of Little Otter
Lake and a key member of OLRA who reports on the
performance of the dam at the lake outflow which results
in periodic adjustments in our water levels as well as
taking a passionate interest in the loons on Little Otter.
Marilyn brought some of her wood carvings, which were

4

2016 Annual General Meeting and Art Show
cont’d…

2016 Annual General Meeting and Art Show
cont’d…
He also integrates the drone and the camera for some of
the most unique photographs you will ever see using
zoom and time lapse sequencing for exceptional effects

Cheryl Andrews, who is also a very creative individual,
can conjure up creative and custom pieces to meet almost any need for a wall hanging piece of any size.
Cheryl’s work is mostly of a photographic nature sometimes using freeware to enhance or alter the image to
create an abstract or impressionistic image. Her passion
however is true image photography. Cheryl is also a writer and is the host of many local art and writing workshops.

Art display by Marilyn Campbell at 2016 OLRA AGM

exceptional as well as her socks which are brightly coloured and come in all sizes so there is a pair for everyone. Marilyn can also be regularly found at the Rosseau
market with her socks.
Willy Shenk, an artist extraordinaire works in a variety of
media including: pencil sketches, water colours and
sculptures. In fact, you will see his work around the shore
of Otter Lake from time to time. Several of his sculpture
pieces were featured on Delta and Sentinal Islands over
the past summer.
His work is
almost animated in its renditions. You will
also see his
work as you
drive by his
place on Salmon Lake Road.
Willie honoured
us with a selection of his
sculptures.

Art display by Cheryl Andrews at 2016 OLRA AGM

Thanks to all who participated in 2016!
Our area has quite a vibrant artistic community. We
would encourage any of you reading this who may be or
may know artists who also live on the lake and may be
interested in exhibiting at our next art show (Sunday May
21st/2017) to drop Cheryl an email at:
talktome@cherylandrews.com

Henvey Inlet Transmission Line Update
By: Daryle Moffatt

Willie Shenk’s art displayed on Delta Is. - 2016

Carl Backman is a 16 year old young man who likes technology and what technology can do for us. His creative
nature allows him to explore technology in a variety of
ways, one of his most recent ventures being the drone.
Carl was demonstrating how property owners can use
drones to survey their property from a single location.

At the OLRA BBQ in August I spoke to Councillor Mario
Buszynski who mentioned that Seguin Township is waiting for Henvey Inlet to provide further information on this
project’s proposed switching station location. Therefore,
we are in a holding pattern until Seguin is able to take the
next step(s). Mario said that he would keep us posted.
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Otter Lake(s) Water Quality Stewardship Update

Otter Lake(s) Water Quality Stewardship
Update cont’d

By: Brian Nelson
A brief report was presented to the OLRA Board for review at the Oct. 1st/ 2016 meeting by this author to improve and expand the OLRA water quality testing program currently in place. After some discussion, the recommendations to conduct a more detailed set of lake water tests across a larger number of sample areas were
generally supported with a request for the exact testing
type, methodology, benefits and cost to be determined for
review at the Feb. 4th/2017 OLRA board meeting. It was
agreed that for the fairly large surface area of Big Otter
and the flow connection into Little Otter (where historically
there was no testing) a single test site was not yielding a
sufficient amount of information on the lake system.
There are a number of additional tests that could be conducted, other than the standard Secchi test for water clarity and samples taken to determine the phosphorous level. Good sampling practise should involve a number of
test sites at key depth locations, protected near-shore
locations and where water in-flow/out-flow transfers take
place.
The intent is to implement a new test program for the calendar year 2017. The need for a more extensive water
quality testing program became more evident when a resident of Mud Bay on Big Otter discovered an odd looking
ball of organic material on its back shore. Testing of a
sample was done by the Ministry of the Environment and
Climate Change (MOECC). The analysis showed the
presence of a green algae and the presence of an anatoxin. There was no classic blue-green algae found, despite the incorrect report presented by the Parry Sound
News. The MOECC contacted the North Bay/Parry
Sound District Health Unit and it issued an immediate
“stop use“ of the water drawn from Mud Bay, to its shoreline residents, as a caution. The MOECC decided to test
a second sample mid-October, which produced no indication of existing blue-green algae nor toxin. (see our Oct.
8th and Nov. 2nd website posts) The isolated back end of
Mud Bay was a typical location to see algae develop due
to the very warm summer, water temperature, lack of water currents, absence of prevailing wind movement and
shallow bottom conditions.
A new water quality testing program would ideally include
working closely with the Manager of Community Services
with Seguin Township, the Lake Partner Program at Dorset Environmental Science Centre and consulting with a
subject matter expert in this field, to assist OLRA in setting up a reference baseline test program for 2017. During the preparation of the proposal to expand the test regime, I did review and exchange water quality testing information with other lake associations, to gain some insight into their recent efforts to expand and improve their
own lake testing procedures. We are also asking Seguin
Township to focus some of its septic system testing attention next year on our Otter Lakes, as septic leakage can
contribute in creating algae bloom conditions.

We would be interested in hearing from any of our
OLRA members if they have any experience or expertise in this area of environmental science that could assist us in determining the most appropriate testing program for next year.

Loon Report
By: Kerry Mueller
2016 saw only one loon chick ultimately survive which is
our lowest chick survival rate for Otter and Little Otter
Lake in the last 5 years. Both of the Little Otter loonlings that hatched were doing well until one of the
chicks sustained an eye injury, possibly from an intruding adult loon. Aspen Wildlife Sanctuary tried its best to
save the young loon but unfortunately without two good
eyes, a loon cannot fish. (See our Sept. 3rd post)

Little Otter Loon Chicks June 20th 2016
photo by Marilyn Campbell

Of the 7 or so adult loons regularly seen gathering on
Otter Lake last summer, one pair did attempt to nest on
a natural shore where they have been successful before. Their egg did not hatch for reasons unknown.
According to the Audubon Society, loons are a species
under great threat from climate change so it is not surprising that our loons are struggling. This reality has left
us wondering what we can try to do to help them.
Respectfully sharing the lake with them is one of the
most important ways all of us can help loons. But what
else can be done?

Loons are built to be amazing divers but are awkward
when they have to get up on shore to nest during the
months of May-July. Building floating loon platforms,
like the one Marilyn and Allan have constructed on Little
Otter, is one possible way for us to help more loons to
successfully nest on big Otter.
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Loon Report cont’d
We think nesting platforms may help for three reasons:
1) Fluctuating water levels make natural shores hard to
assess for loons and weather patterns are expected
to become increasingly unpredictable.
2) Otter Lake’s shores have been eroded over time
removing some natural loon nesting habitat
3) The loons on Little Otter return year after year to
successfully nest on the loon nesting platform there.
OLRA is applying for a grant to cover the costs of building two nesting platforms. With that funding and advice
from Marilyn and Allan we plan to construct the platforms early this spring for placement as soon as the ice
is out. If you’d like to help with this loon project please
contact: kerryemueller@gmail.com or 519-463-5454

Councillor Report from Ward 1, Seguin
By: Dale Graves
I guess after our recent snow fall we can officially say
summer is over, and what a great summer weather wise
it was. I hope everyone had a wonderful summer and
enjoyed the beautiful fall as well.
I really don’t have much to report council wise other than
we are continuing to update our roads and are planning
on further water testing and septic reviews in 2017.
As I am sure you are aware, we did have an issue with
blue-green algae in Otter Lake. Testing suggested that
although it did not show blue-green algae at the time the
bacteria produces the toxin found and therefore there
was or had been blue-green algae in the lake. Further
testing was left with the MOECC. I believe we need to
be vigilant with testing the water in our lakes.

Councillor Report from Ward 2, Seguin
cont’d
We did meet the 1.5% target and combined with a reduction in the education component of your tax bill, the increase on property taxes was under 0.4%. I feel it is important for everyone to depend upon a stable tax rate so
that they don’t have to sell the cottage for cost reasons.
I am pushing for no more than a 1.5% increase on the
Township portion of the tax bill again this year as we are
beginning the 2017 budget process now.
The application by Mr. Johnston to sever his property on
Rankin Lake went to the Ontario Municipal Board (OMB)
in early October and we are waiting for a decision. OLRA
made an excellent presentation in support of the Township’s position that the appeal should be denied. Kim
Mullen, the Township lawyer, and Anthony Usher, our
planning expert, did an excellent job I am told. This severance would represent an attack on the Township’s
Recreational Carrying Capacity (RCC) policy in the Official Plan and should it go through there could be more
such severances proposed on those lakes that are limited by RCC.
We are looking for opportunities to develop more hiking
trails in the area to link with those in the Town of Parry
Sound. There is a proposal to develop a loop at the
Rose Point Road end of the Rose Point trail. This proposal is being jointly proposed by the Parry Sound Rotary Club and Seguin Township. For those of you who like
hiking, this would provide a nice loop using the roadbed
of the Carrington Colonization Road which is now a trail.
A few of the other projects that have recently been undertaken include:


Updating the Township water quality model, which
has resulted in two lakes (not in Ward 2) being listed
as having some development capacity



Wishing everyone a wonderful holiday season and the
very best in 2017.

Implementing year 8 of the water quality monitoring
program and the 14th year of the septic re-inspection
program (135 properties inspected)



Councillor Report from Ward 2, Seguin

Continued support of the Parry Sound Area municipal airport as an economic development hub



Rose Point and Otter Lake road reconstruction has
been completed



Numerous improvements to the road system in the
Township. Road improvements are scheduled on a
multi-year basis with improvements to the Salmon
Lake Road being planned for next year;

By: Mario Buszynski
It has been a truly memorable summer this year with
generally hot, dry weather which is great for water
sports but not so good for the vegetation and wildlife,
including a lot of bears who are going to sleep hungry.

One of the promises that I made prior to being acclaimed as your Ward 2 Councilor was to keep taxes as
low as possible. I pushed to have Township staff keep
the budget increase at 1.5%, rather than the 2% target
that had been set, without any impact on the services
provided by the Township of Seguin.



Union gas paid for asphalting a small section of road
near Oastler Lake by Forest Hill Grocers. This area
had slumped as the result of the installation of their
natural gas line.
Efforts to re-open the Whitfield on Oastler Lake continue.
The property was sold twice, with the biggest stumbling
block being replacement of the existing sewage system,
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Councillor Report from Ward 2, Seguin
cont’d

The Shy Massasauga Rattle Snake cont’d

which is a requirement of the Ministry of the Environment
and Climate Change prior to the facility being re-opened.

One of the first steps in massasauga conservation is
learning how to identify the rattlesnake:

The Township introduced a draft “clean yards” by-law,
primarily intended to resolve serious environmental issues at a few properties. Although most municipalities in
the area have similar by-laws, there was a great opposition by predominantly year-round residents who felt that
this was an intrusion on their property rights. The Township has taken their comments under advisement in their
consideration of next steps with the by-law.
Susan Adams has filled the seat left vacant upon the
death of Councillor Doug Sainsbury and is working well
with other members of Council.

The Shy Massasauga Rattle Snake
By: Glenda Clayton, Georgian Bay Biosphere
Reserve (GBBR) info@gbbr.ca
Residents of Otter Lake know they live in a special area the clear, clean water supports lake trout, loons and its
namesake otters. The surrounding forests host a rich
diversity of plants and animals
One threatened species that can occasionally be found in
the Otter Lake area is the massasauga rattlesnake. It is
interesting to note that the Ontario Reptile and Amphibian Atlas program only has records of massasauga sightings in the immediate Otter Lake area pre - 1996. Georgian Bay Biosphere Reserve records show recent massasaugas in nearby areas such as Salmon Lake Road
and Spider Lake.
At this point in the year, eastern Georgian Bay’s massasauga rattlesnakes will be safely tucked into hibernation
sites. These sites are found in conifer swamps, shrubby
swamps, bogs, or depressions in rock that support a few
sparse trees and sphagnum moss. Massasaugas hibernate singularly or in small groups. They will return to the
same site each year therefore hibernation sites are considered essential habitat.
They emerge from their hibernation sites typically by mid
to late April. Rattlesnakes feed mainly on small rodents
and need a variety of habitats to meet their food needs.
This includes areas such as beaver meadows, fields,
open forests and edges of marshes.
In spring, pregnant females head to rock barrens where
they will bask until late July to mid-August. These sites
often have large flat rocks and are exposed to the sun.
The rocks are usually surrounded on several sides by
low-lying shrubs or grasses.
Rattlesnakes give live birth to an average of 12 young.
Females reach maturity at approximately 5 years old and
gives birth every 2-3 years. The young look like smaller
versions of the adult and are equipped with venom.

- a thick bodied snake with wide head and narrow deck.
- from 50-75 cm long with the occasional rattlesnake
reaching 1 metre.
- background colour is grey to brownish grey with dark
bow tie shaped blotches sitting like saddles along the
back and several rows of alternating blotches along the
sides.
A thick tail
ends in a
distinct
brownish
rattle.
Rattlesnakes
add a
segment to
the rattle
each time it
sheds its
skin.
This rattle can occasionally break off.

To learn more about these shy, non-aggressive snakes
please see: http://www.gbbr.ca/our-environment/speciesat-risk/reptiles/massasauga-rattlesnake/
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Blue-Green Algae - What We Have Learned
So Far

Blue-Green Algae - What We Have Learned
So Far cont’d

By: Kerry Mueller

The Oct. 7th /2016 News Release by the North Bay /
Parry Sound District Health Unit (NBPSDHU) that a blue
-green algae (cyanobacteria) toxin had been detected in
Otter Lake was a bit of a shock. It was the first such
finding in Otter Lake to OLRA’s knowledge and is to be
taken seriously. The news release was posted on the
OLRA website (www.olra.ca) and OLRA emailed all the
members as well.
OLRA has also been in contact with the MOECC, (the
organization that did the sampling and testing) the
NBPSDHU, Health Canada, Seguin Township and the
Ontario Lakes Partner Program (LPP) to learn more
about this event and what we can do preventively going
forward. All of the above agencies were very helpful.

and vomiting as well as skin and eye irritations from such
activities as swimming and water skiing in an algae
bloom. The best advice is to avoid an algae bloom however, if you can not, rinse off algae as soon as possible
to reduce irritation.
Note: Mud Bay had a small “ball” of algae in it: not a
“scum” as shown in the sample MOECC photo below.

What Occurred This Time, When and Why:


A resident reported what they felt was an odd looking ball of growth back in Mud Bay on Otter Lake



Bruce Bethune of the MOECC sampled it Sept.
15th/2016. Tests provided the following results:
- green algae present; no blue-green algae
- no microcystin toxin present
- anatoxin-a detected at 4.8 μg/l



Oct. 7th the MOECC informed the NBPSDHU of the
toxin finding. Due to limited data there is no Health
Canada guideline for acceptable levels of anatoxin-a
in drinking or recreational water use. There are
Health Canada guidelines for microcystin, another
blue-green algae toxin, of 1.5 μg/l for drinking water
and 20 μg/l for recreation water use. According to
Chuck Poltz at the NBPSDHU, the drinking water
guideline for microcystin was used to determine that
the news release be issued Oct. 7th/2016 for Otter
Lake cautioning water use at the test site location.



Bruce Bethune of MOECC took a second water
sample at Mud Bay on Oct. 11th/2016. The test results were released Nov. 2nd/2016. No toxins were
found. Seguin Township was notified and promptly
informed OLRA.



OLRA posted that finding & emailed members.

Should We Be Concerned Going Forward?
Blue-green algae, (cyanobacteria) are microscopic organisms that have been on earth for 2 billion years.
Some varieties produce toxins. Blue-green algae tends
to grow fastest in warm, phosphorus enriched waters.
Climate change is a potential catalyst for algae blooms
so we have reason for concern and should do all we can
to proactively prevent such a bloom from occurring.
The good news is there have been relatively few reports
of human illness due to blue-green algae, Symptoms
may include fever, diarrhea, abdominal pain, nausea

Sample MOECC Photo from Algae Blooms In Ontario’s Lakes

How Do We Recognize It?
(More photos at: Algae Blooms in Ontario's Lakes: Analyzing the trends Jenny Winter, Ministry of the Environment)
According to the Ontario Government “Blue-green algae
are not normally visible in the water, but populations can
rapidly increase to form a large mass or scum called a
bloom when conditions are favourable.
Blooms most commonly occur in late summer and early
fall. They thrive in areas where the water is shallow, slow
moving and warm, but they may be present in deeper,
cooler water.
Dense blue-green algae blooms may make the water
look bluish-green, or like green pea soup or turquoise
paint. Very dense blooms may form solid-looking clumps.
Fresh blooms often smell like newly mown grass, while
older blooms may smell like rotting garbage.”
The best way to detect a blue-green algae bloom is visually.

To Report a Blue-Green Algae Bloom Contact:
Spills Action Centre
416-325-3000 or 1-800-268-6060
TTY: 1-855-889-5775
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Blue-Green Algae - What We Have Learned
So Far cont’d
What Can We Do to Prevent a Bloom?
According to the MOECC, algae blooms are:


less likely to occur in deep lakes with lower total
phosphorus



most occur in shallow lakes or bays with moderate to
high amounts of total phosphorus

So how do we reduce phosphorus going in our lake?
At home or at the cottage:

OLRA 2016 Survey Synopsis
45% of OLRA members responded to our survey in June
and July as to “What has OLRA meant to you in the
past and what should we focus on in the future?”
Thanks for all that great participation and feedback!
OLRA is using this feedback to guide us into the future.
For the full results go to our website’s Sept. 23rd post.
Here are the top 4 results from two of the key questions:
Q7

 Switch to phosphorus-free cleaning products
(dishwasher detergents and personal hygiene products)
 Have your septic system checked and cleaned every
three to five years. (2017 re-inspection info below)
 Don't put garbage or food waste down the toilet.
 Compost your leaves and food waste to reduce the
need for synthetic fertilizer especially ones containing
phosphorus.

Which of these current OLRA initiatives and events matter to you?

% of

Water testing through the OLRA Lake
Stewardship Program.

94

Having a voice through OLRA on matters effecting you, your property and the
lake at Seguin Council and the province.

92

OLRA newsletters (spring and fall)

90

Loon Lake Survey through Birds Stud-

79

 Leave your shoreline natural.
On the water:
 Be careful when using petroleum products around
water. Wipe up any oil spills
 Dispose of used oil and antifreeze at a marina or gas
station.
 Use phosphorus-free biodegradable soaps in your
boat.

 When boating, do not produce a wake too close to
the shore. It can cause erosion which can pollute the
water and threaten aquatic life.

Tip:
Art Coles
gets these
results
watering
with just
lake water

Q13

What is of most interest to you as an Otter Lake property owner? (1 is very important; 5 is low importance)

% of
responses
rating item
as 1 or 2

Lake water quality

100

Ecology of Otter Lake and area

95

Maintaining Lake Property Values

84

Safety when boating and swimming

77

It is no surprise that 100% of respondents said lake water
quality is of high interest to them. Most residents on the
lake realize how ecologically special Otter Lake is with its
lake trout status and position within the Georgian Bay
Biosphere. As well, most residents draw their household
water (for drinking, bathing and/or cooking) from the lake
as well as enjoying it for swimming, fishing and boating.
OLRA is focused on preserving our lake water quality and
will continue to work with all those who can help us.

2017 Septic Re - inspection Program
Sources:
https://www.ontario.ca/page/blue-green-algae
http://healthycanadians.gc.ca/publications/healthy-livingvie-saine/water-recreational-recreative-eau/indexeng.php?page=11
https://foca.on.ca/blue-green-algae-know-it-and-report-it

Mark Vandermeer, Chief Building Official / By-law
Enforcement Officer for Seguin Township has confirmed
that Otter Lake is on Seguin’s 2017 Septic Re-inspection
program.
(More info on this in the next newsletter.)
For tips on good septic system management for a healthy
environment and to save you money visit Seguin
Township’s website or office for lots of helpful info.
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Photograph Competition 2016

Edible Wild

OLRA had another successful Photography Competition
this year although the number of entries were down from
the previous year.
Please consider entering next year if you haven’t in the
past!

We were a diverse group of knowledge seekers that
gathered one early-August Saturday morning on the
wooden steps outside The Burrow: some with babies,
others with cellphones, others still with walking sticks,
all with open minds, seeking information regarding the
nutritional and healing properties of our area’s plant life.

By: Sharon Link

This year we had a total of 35 photos submitted, 23 from
adults and 12 from children. OLRA members voted for
their favourite photographs at the annual BBQ which was
held on August 13th at Grand Tappattoo. The Grand Prize
winner was Kaitlyn LeNormand with her wonderful photograph of a snapping turtle (below).

By: Cathy Ballantyne

A joint initiative of The Georgian Bay Biosphere Reserve and Canadore College, the August 6 Edible Wild
event attracted so much interest that we separated into
two groups to facilitate our educational hike through the
Georgian Nordic Ski and Canoe Club trails.

"Hike" is not perhaps the best descriptor. Prepared to
strike off at a good pace and walk a couple of miles before noon in search of elusive useful plants, I soon discovered my folly. In fact, to those with the knowledge
and a trained eye, plants with medicinal and restorative
properties are all around us and you need not hike but
only bend down and look beneath the branches to find
many examples.
We'd gone only to the edge of the wood before the identification began, thanks to our guide, First Nation Community Health representative Faith Pegahmagabow.
Every few steps after that revealed more and more natural beneficial plant life. It soon became apparent that
others in our group also had knowledge to share about
the areas flora. Together we talked of teas and tinctures, leaves, stems and root preparations.
All winning photographs, current and past, are posted on
the OLRA website. They are excellent pictures and worth
taking a look at.
The categories for next year will remain the same: Adult
Scenery, Adult Wildlife, Adult People and a general Children’s category.
1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes will be awarded in all categories
as well as a Grand Prize winner.

At a particular point, when we had gathered to rest in
the shade, Pegahmagabow shared native lore about
respectful harvesting of plants and offered thanks for
their beneficial properties by spreading a small bit to
tobacco on the ground near the roots.

The only change for next year will be the method of voting. Instead of those “difficult” little stickers, we will use
paper ballots for OLRA members to indicate their favourite photos in each category and grand prize, and then
hand in the ballot for tabulation.
Please keep taking those great pictures and don’t forget
about autumn and winter. There are always wonderful
opportunities for unique and different pictures.
For the 2016 photo contest winners click here or go to
www.olra.ca

Photo by: Marilyn Campbell
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The Edible Wild cont’d
My personal take-away from this event:
Practice informed weeding, mow modestly, and tread
softly. Did you know that the antidote for poison ivy usually grows right beside the shiny three-leaved menace?

Membership Report
By: Art Coles

Membership for families continues to be slightly lower
than 3 or 4 years ago but the total membership is significantly up from last year.
So far for 2016 we have 186 families as members which
is one more than 2015. Our additional family members
are much higher at 201 as compared to 172 last year.
That brings our overall count to 387 members; 30 more
than in 2015.
Thank you to all who love our lake and support OLRA!

Electronic Funds Transfers for Membership
Payments
By: Daryle Moffatt

New! Additional emails for Your Family /
Updating Your OLRA Profile On-line
By: Kerry Mueller

We will soon have added the ability for you to store
emails for each OLRA member of your family to allow
more family members to get our updates and newsletters electronically.
We will email you when this new functionality is ready.
It is easy to update your membership information in the
OLRA website yourself.
1) go to www.olra.ca
2) Click on “Membership” in the top row
3) Enter the phone number associated with your membership and click Submit
4) Click on “click here to update your profile”
5) Once you have made your changes click “Update”
6) You are done!
If you would prefer to fill out a 2017 membership form
and email or mail that back to us with your payment,
that is fine too. You will receive that form in the spring
newsletter.
Thanks for helping us to stay in touch!

We recognizes that people are using cheques to a lesser
degree and cash is not always an option so OLRA will
accept e-transfers so that our members can pay for his/
her annual membership, reserve and environment contributions more easily.
OLRA has set-out the following process for e-transfers:
1. Before making the e-transfer, please either;
a) update your membership profile on-line here
http://www.olra.ca/mshipform.php and
then email Daryle that the update is done
or
b) email Daryle your completed membership
form (2017) at darylemoffatt@hotmail.com
Daryle needs to know that your information is up-to-date,
that your e-transfer is coming and if you are also donating to our environment and/or reserve funds.
2. Daryle will respond to that email and provide you with
both the security question and answer for the e-transfer.
3. Please email the e-transfers to Daryle Moffatt at
darylemoffatt@hotmail.com
If you have any questions regarding the above process,
please contact Daryle at the above email or 416 252
3040 (see how to update your profile on-line next)

Photo by: Erika Morrison - Adult People 3rd Prize
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The Attraction of Rowing
By: Tony Buszynski
It's been about five years since I acquired "Serene", a 2008
Rossiter Loudon rowboat from folk who summer on Colpoys Bay between Wiarton and Owen Sound. I had done
some research on rowboats in general and Rossiter was
and still is making good boats in Markdale, Ontario. I've
been pleased with the craft; research pays off!
I had done a considerable amount of canoeing on Otter
Lake over the years. Although enjoyable I found solo canoeing to be challenging in a stiff wind and as the years
went by I found it hard on the knees and backside, even
with cushions. Getting up and out of a canoe after a long
paddle was interesting.
When Kerry Mueller asked me to write about rowing I initially thought this would be a very short article. Everyone
tells me that rowing is a very healthy activity...to me this
sounds like telling some people who hate green vegetables
that it's good for them. So, what's the attraction?


I enjoy the quiet early mornings as the sun rises;



I enjoy seeing the lake shorelines up close;



I enjoy seeing the wildlife, who seem to accept my
presence, up close;



I enjoy the rhythm and sound of the oars dipping in the
water;



I enjoy the balanced body effort that rowing requires;



I enjoy the leverage that oars in oarlocks provide;



I enjoy being able to stretch and change my seating;



I enjoy the stability of the rowboat, boat wakes are not
an issue;



I enjoy rowing in a stiff wind and being able to retain
control; and



I find the world slows while rowing, giving time to think
about life in general; this I greatly enjoy.

I've been told that my rowboat, when enthused, can outpace a kayak. I was stopped by the OPP one morning for a
routine check (yes, I had what was required, so no extra
funds went to the province). Maybe I should have asked
the officers if I was going too fast!

The Attraction of Rowing cont’d
said I must find it to be a big lake. Maybe it's the rhythm
associated with rowing but to me the lake seems small.
Travelling backwards one has to be vigilant as swimming docks and other near shore obstacles can be
problematic. Abrupt stops are not good.
If Rick Mercer was authoring this article I imagine he
would write/talk about various activities that could happen in a rowboat, Canadian style. All I can say about
that is that there are double oarlocks in the "Loudon" so
in theory two could row at the same time if the rhythm is
coordinated!

Fall Lake Water Levels as per the Ministry
of Natural Resources and Forestry
(MNR&F)
By: Tony Buszynski
Water levels on Otter Lake have been very near the
target of late. Due to the dry fall weather the MNR&F
was waiting to take out the top log of the dam until this
week in preparation for the winter precipitation.

Click on the above image for full information /registration
at http://www.activewww.ca/

From my count there are about five or so regular rowers, in
various craft, on Otter Lake. I see more and more self powered craft on the lake each year; canoes, kayaks, rowboats, bikes on pontoons and paddle boards. Folk seem to
be getting enjoyment from their selected craft...this is good.

Join in these great activities
Saturday Feb 11th and Sunday Feb. 12th 2017
Learn to Cross Country Ski and Curl
Snowshoe, Fat Bike (winter biking on fat tires)
Yoga, Musicality

Every year I try to row the entire shoreline of big and Little
Otter Lakes, including the bays and islands. One person

Dinner and Show on Sunday
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Safe Quiet Lakes Update
ERIN Research - Summer
2017
(reprinted from SQL website)

In 2017, we will again partner with
ERIN Research, a nationally recognized leader in the field, who generously provides us
with pro bono support. We will consult with stakeholder
groups between now and the spring of 2017 to design
the survey and our approach in order to maximize participation and we hope to exceed the 2300 responses
we had in 2013.
We will start the consultation process with NMMA and
Boating Ontario and with lake association representatives in the fall. The objective of this new research will
be to identify and understand any changes in lake use,
perceptions and issues since 2013 and to collect ideas
from lake users about ways to improve how we share
the lakes going forward.
The Safe Quiet Lakes “Lake Activity Survey” in 2013
was the largest of its kind in history in Canada. We have
used the data from the survey to guide our strategy and
programs and we have shared the data with many other
stakeholder groups across Canada to help them better
understand the activities, issues and concerns of lake
users in the region.
If you have specific questions or issues on the lakes
that concern you, please let us know.

Photo by: Laura Kanas—3rd Prize

For tickets contact The Museum, email Glen Hodgson
waubeek@hotmail.com or call 705-378-4065
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